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Arrest “Wlmess

Officials in 'Omaha, Neb.,

said today they are waiting to"

receive a ‘material - witness
warrant from New Orleans

before picking up Mrs, Lillie
ae McMaines, dtﬁ'ﬂ!ﬂ"ﬁs’
an™e itness” in the

probe of the slaying of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy. . -

The warrant was issued yes-
terday by the office of Dist.
Atty. Jim Garrison. Assistant
DA Andrew . Sciambra said,
“We feel sure she is a very
important witness.”

Douglas County, Neb., of-

. ficials said that when the pa-
pers arrive,. Mrs, McMaines

‘will be taken into custody.

County Attorney Donald L.
Knowles said he did not know
where in Omaha Mrs. Mec-

Maines, 22, is living., -

SHE TOLD newsmen she is
“ready to go to New Orleans

any time they-want,” but does
" not want to go alone She

said she would like to-have
her husband, Harold make the
trip with her :

“I've- got nothmg to hxde »
she 'said,

Mrs. McMaines said she
is willing to take a lie detec-

. (Turn to Page 4, Column 6)
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tor test or “anything else”

Last week, she -disputed
testimony given two weeks
ago by Perry R. Russo, a
key witness for Garrison in
his bid to prove the Presi-
dent’s slaying stemmed from
a New Orleans based con-
spiracy.

RUSSO  TESTIFIED that

| Mrs. McMaines, known as

Sandra Moffett when she

lived in New Orleans, was

one of several persons at-
tendmg ‘a party in David W.

Ferrie’s apartment -afte r ;
which-he says he heard Fer-
rie, Lee Harvey Oswald and
Clay L. Shaw conspire to k111
President Kennedy.

Mrs. McMaines said she
did not attend the party. She
acknowledged knowing Russo
and said she “had once been
in love with him.

Russo testified the. party

- at Ferrie’s -apartment took

place in September, 1963,

two months before President |

Kennedy was slain in Dallas.

f

TODAY IN Baton Rouge,
Russo said he would not
comment on remarks by Mrs.
McMaines or any other. wit-
ness. He said he would leave

the handling of the case to ;

Garrison.

Mrs. McMaines told news-

men in Omaha she did not
meet Ferrie until 1965. She
said . she refused to accom-
pany two Garrison investiga-
tors to New Orleans after
they contacted her March 8.

Yesterday, Criminal District
Court Judge Edward A, Hag-
gerty Jr. signed the warrant
for her issued by Garrison
and set bond at $5,000.

THE FBI'S NEW Orleans
bureau today confirmed' re-

. Wports that Garrison’s life has

been threatened.
Agents here said they re-

| ceived reports from their of-

fice in Georgia that a woman
there had threatened Garri-
son. New Orleans police were
notified, and asked Garrison
if he wanted protection,

Garison reportedly told po-
lice his house was well guard-
ed and he needed no extra
protection,

ant in a. iegeral rraua ana
conspiracy trial was taken to
a hospital for a mental exam-
ination after he said an at-
tempt. was made on his life
because of his own investiga-
tion into' the Kenendy death,

DAVID R. KROMAN one
of 17 indicted in connectxon

In Bismark, N.D., 2 defend-'

with an insurance firm bank-
rupicy case, said he has in-
formation on who the assas-
sin of JFK was and will re-

" veal it next Friday.

Kroman was found yester-

i day .in his car east of Bis-

. mark, lying in a semlcon-
scious state. He said a "car

. forced his auto off the road

and someone poked a gun
at him ,

A  HOSPITAL phys1clan ’
said Kroman had an epilep-
tic seizure. He was commit-
ted to a federal hospital at
Springfield, Mo., for 45 days

In the only court action in
the case today, Guy.P. John-
son, ‘a defense attorney for
Shaw, appeared before Judge

, Haggerty to withdraw from

the case. No explanaton was
given. F. Irvin Dymond has
been acting as Shaw’s chief
attorney.

In another aspect of the
ase, Garrison asked the U.S.
ttorneys office here to is-
ue an unlawful flight order
gainst ‘Gordon Novel, 29, a

{Hformer French\ Quarter mght-

club. owner.

"~ IF US. Attorney Louis La-
cour honors Garrison’s re-
quest, the FBI would be .
brought into the search for
Novel, who left the city last
week before he was to have

Parish Grand Jury, ,

There was no immediate
reaction from Lacour’s office
about the Novel request and
an FBI spokesman declined
to comment about Novel,

Novel, in an interview with
the States-Item yesterday,
said that he had taken a lie .
detector test in the presence
of attorneys and he challenged
Garrison to -take a ‘similar
test.

Novel called the probe an
enormous fraud and said that -
he plans te sue Garrison and
members of the Truth and
Consequences, Inc.,, commit-
tee formed to finance Garri-
son’s investigation.

Steven Plotkin, Novel’s at-
forney, appeared before
tl-ud'ge ‘Haggerty and asked

r(appeared before the Orleans




that e material witness
charge be transferred to Hag-
gerty’s court from the court
of Judge Rudolph Becker Jr.
Haggerty agreed and Judge
Becker approved.

When the warrant for_

MRS, HAR
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Novel’s arrest “was. issited, -

bond wag Set at $50,000,

PLOTKIN

j{éoes before

+ Judge Haggerty tomorrow
With 4 request that the war-
rant be thrown out.. As an

altern'ative,g
Haggerty 1o
$30,000 bond “ty 4 reasonable
' Novel will return to
New Orleans, Plotkin says,
when he jg
not be jajled. '
Novel talked to the States-
tem but would not reveal his
hereabouts except that he -
“internationa] jurisdic-

amount,”

S in
ion.”

Novel’s - connection with'|
the case hag never -been of-
elled out,

Usso was the star witness
for the DA’s office at 5 pre-
liminary hearing for Clay

ficially sp

Plotkin wants 1|
-reduce Novel’s .

assured he wij]

L. Shaw, under indictment |
Or - criminal conspiracy in

the Kennedy slaying. Shaw :
faces trial before Judge Hag- |
ger ty . A

RUSSO TESTIFIED that pe
took Sandra Moffett (Mrs. |
McMaines) to the party at

Louisiana ave, Pkwy. and af-
she left he heard Fep.-
rie, Clem Bertrand and Leon
"Oswald plot the President’s
death. ... -

- Russo identifieq ‘Shaw, for-
mmer director: of the Interna-
tional Trade ‘Mart, as Ber-
trand. He identified Lepp
Oswald as Lee Harvey Qs. [
wald, named by -the Warren
Commission’ as Kennedy’s
slayer, _ :

Ferrie died here Feb, 22
of a brain hemorrhage,
Shaw’s attorney, . 'F, Irvin
Dymond, said he also would
ike to question - Mrs, Me-
Maines, who js nOw married
“to . part-time ‘Omaha . minjs.
| ter. Harold McMaines,” 43,
- “MY OPINION now is that |
she will be g very useful wit-
ness,” said Dymond,

Judge Haggerty, meantime, -
said that he wants to pre.
vent the flow of “prejudicial
Pretrial publicity”  anq or-
dered the Prosecution and de.
{ fense not to Inake public
statements abouyt the case or
to discuss the evidence with
newsmen. He said that news
toverage of Shaw's arraign-
ment will be handled Jike the
preliminary hearing for Shaw,
"For the hearing, newsmen |



