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Deny Plea

For Ohio
Disposition

Federal District Judge
James A. Comiskey today
refused - to permit Gor-
ggp.,Nouel to make a
deposition in Columbus,
Ohio, in his $50 million
suit against District At-
torney Jim Garrison and
his supporters.

In effect, the ruling means
that Novel will have to return
to New Orleans to testify in.
order to press the suit. This
could put him in jeopardy of
arrest, since he is wanted on
an Orleans Parish warrant for
conspiracy to commit bur-
glary. .

Judge Comiskey ruled today

on a motion by Novel’s attor-
ney $feyvg . Plotkin to quash a
move by Garrison’s attorneys
to- require that Novel do his
- testifying in New Orleans,
. THE JUDGE RULED that
“his liability to prosecution on
other charges was no reason
_to permit him to give his dep-
osition elsewhere. .~ .

Novel, the elusive witness in
:Garrison’s- probe of the death
of President John F. Kennedy,
.is - suing " Garrison and ‘mem--
‘bers of Truth. and Conse-
- quences, ~claiming a loss of
'civil rights and character as-
‘sassination. )

Plotkin told Federal District
Judge James A. Comiskey
that under the law the court
;has unlimited discretion to
take Novel’s deposition else-

"Ohie,” or to proceed by sub-

- mitting written questions for

Novel to answer.: :
THE ATTORNEY POINTED

out that. there are criminal

_charges brought by Garrison

pending against Novel.

Plotkin asked Judge Comis-’

key to consider issuing an or-

der protecting Novel from ar-

rest and incarceration should
-the court rule -that Novel’s
. deposition” should be taken
heré Friday before U.S. Com-
missioner Fritz Windhorst.
Otherwise, Plotkin said,

_probe.

“Garrison will have accom-

plished in a civil action what
he has not been able to do
otherwise—get Novel back to
New Orleans for questioning
as a material witness in the

MALCOLM W. MONROE,

\representing Garrison, argued
sthat the law aiready provides

. where, “namely in Columbus,
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Novel protection against .ar-
rest and ' incarceration. He
said Novel chose to file his
civil action in this district
and that, therefore, Novel’s
deposition should be taken in/

does not see why the defense
should have to bear the ex-

to take the deposition.
He asked Judge Comiskey

court rules the deposition will
be taken outside Louisiana.

ment was Claude W, Duke,
attorney for Willard E. Rob-
ertson, one of the group of
businessmen who are bank-
rolling Garrison’s probe and
are now being sued by Novel.

‘1 called a “fallacious, : illogical
and erroneous” - contention
. | that Novel would: be protected
1 from arrest and prosecution
*.| under thé Louisiana Code of
)| Criminal Procedure should he
2 | be ordered to give testimony
here. S ‘
All four_ articles cited, he

Novel is chargéd with a fel-
ony, .therefore these articles
I | could not apply to him, Plot-
Y| kin argued. - \
1 Plotkin said the defendants
€ 1in the civil suit Novel filed
“refuse to say they are speak-
ing for a public official who
is a defendant in the lawsuit.”

MONROE OBJECTED ‘TO
Plotkin’s request for a
month’s continuance of the
deposition hearing.

“I suggest there is no valid
reason for a continuance,”
said Monroe.. He told the
court that where .there are
serious charges brought
against citizens in a cjvil

this district. - Monroe said he .
pense of traveling elsewhere

to issue ‘an order obligating
| Novel to pay for expenses in-
curred by the defense if the :

Waiting to present his argu- |

Plotkin replied to what he.

| said, referred to ‘“witnesses.” -

case, the case should . be |

| mot be put to the expense of

{Criminal District "Court Judge|
{Edward - A, Haggerty Jr. w?ll B

' of pre-trial battles in Dist, Atty.

heard promptly. .
“We'd like the hearing in |
-10 days or two weeks at the |
most,” said Monroe.
_HE DISAGREED wity |
Plotkin concerning the use of |
the word “witness™ in th im- |
Munity statute and said § re-
fers to “a person.” -’
Judge” Comiskey, asked
Monroe whether the immunity
he spoke of was also the con.
struction placed on the statute |
by Garrison. - . : . |,
“It is our view as attor-
neys,” Monroe replied. «
havg not had the opportunity |
to discuss the question of the
Interpretation of the statute ||
wih the district attorney and |
cannot say if, in his official
capacity,’ he would concur,
THOMAS RAYER, counsel
for"CeEil” Shilstone, also a de-
fendan™ini "the "Novel suit, told
1t1}}<e court it is ‘possible . that
s client’s defense to the suit
may be different from Garri-
son’s: that Shilstone had no
authority to arrest Novel and
Shilstone’s  attorney should |

going to Columbus to take
testimony. - B

" On another front of Garri.
son’s controversial probe, at-
torneys for Clay L. Shaw have
indicated they may call Lee
Odom, whose name appears in
Shaw’s notebook, to testify at |'
a hearing here Monday, =
The Monday session before

open what may be a long series|:

Jim Garrison’s Kennedy ' death|.
plot investigation.” ~ -
SHAW'S LAWYERS yester-
day asked the court tp subpena -
32 witnesses, including the DA,
seven criminal court judges and
the entire Orleans Parish Grand
Jury, to appear. . .

The hearing’s main action will

tevolve around Shaw’s plea to
quash the ‘indictment - which
charges h1m with complicity in



SETRE RN NNy

RO it i

Odom is the Irving, Tex., man
whose name appears in Shaw’s
address book above the nota-
tion “P.0. Box 19106,” which
Garrison contends " is . the -en-
ciphered version of Jack Ruby’sy
1963 unlisted telephone number
at Dallas. :

The DA sadi he fnund identl- ‘
cal references to the post of-
fice box number in the note-

| books . "of : Shaw - and = -‘accused

presidentlal -agsassin Lea Har-
vey. Oswald../ ' 7" i

‘Both numbers decode, ‘Garri:
|son"has said, to the telephone|_
number of Ruby, who' gunned
down Oswald in the Dallas po-
lice station two days after Ken-
nedy’s slaying.

MONDAY, Garrison charged
that Shaw met with Ruby and|.
Oswald at Baton Rouge in the|
fall of 1963 to. make- further|
plans for the President’s assas-
sination. aid . Sh 3:

Shaw- has said -the, presenée"
of the post office box numbers
in the two books . is -a~coinci-|.
dence. He said Odom is a friend
iwho gave him the box number|
in 1966. Odom, who said he met
Shaw while he was trying to};
Ifmd someone to promote a bull
fight, has confirmed the Shaw~
statement.




Asks No
Tiesin fo
JFK Plot

Gov. James Rhodes of
Ohio has asked assur-
ances that the extradi-

tion of Gordon Novel

from Ohio on a Burgiary

conspiracy charge not in-
clude plans for question-
ing the wanted man in
the Kennedy assassina-
tion probe. E

The Ohio governor’s request
drew an immediate reaction
from Garrison who . called it
“one of the most incredible
things I've ever seen.”

“I have never heard of any- -

thing like this before,” . the

New Orleans DA. declared,

“The obstacles they have put

in front of us are amazing.”

The request for assurances
onthis point were in addition
to. an earlier . letter from

Rhodes to Gov. John J.. Me-

Keithen, rejecting the extra-

dition on the grounds of insuf-

ficient ‘material. o

At Garrison’s office here,
meanwhile, a newly subpe-
naed witness who. works at
the same coffee company
which employed accused
assassin Lee Harvey Oswald
in the summer of 1963 brush-
ed aside reporters’ questions

" and was closeted with Asst.

Dist. Atty. James Alcock.

. _THE SUBPENAED WIT-

NESS, i . of
8908 Wingate, arrived at the
DA’s office shortly before -his
scheduled 11 a. m, appear-
ance. He was wearing a grey
suit and appeared to be in his
early 40s.

Oswald refused again today
to answer newsmen’s ques-
tions. Asked if he were “’Mr.
Oswald,” he replied:  *1
wouldn't know him if I saw
him.”

Oswald asked a receptionist
to permit him to sit behind a
railing which fences an inner
reception area from the main
DA’s waiting room.

Asked if he were Julius Os-

H

wald, he replied, “"1'm here on
business,” and waited silently
until he was ushered into Al
cock’s office. : )

Oswald remained in Alcock’s
office about 45 minutes and
left by way of a back elew{a‘tor
shortly before noon, avoiding
waiting reporters.

NOVEL’S E X TRADITION .
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the district attorney’s officef

by1 phone. )

‘Persistent press reports
in Ohio papers state that
Dist. Atty. Garrison is seek-
ing the extradition of Gordon

-| Novel in order to have him

available for questioning or

.| as a witness in the grand

jury investigation of events
leading to the assassination of
the late President Kennedy,”
McElroy wrote.

“It would be helpful if your
letter of transmittal of your
requisition could contain a
statemment expressly disclaim-

'| ing the foregoing as the pur-

pose of the extradition.
“If Dist. Atty. Garrison is

don ‘Novel, he could avail
himself of Ohio’s uniform out-

'| of-state witness act, which

has also been adopted by
Louisiana.”

Gov. Rhodes
Would Limit
Novel Quiz -

Continued from Front Page

papers were returned to the
| | state and forwarded to New
gi.| Orleans Dist. Atty. Jim Gar-
1s-| rison, who has been seeking

to get the fugitive witness re-
turned to the state in connec-
tion with his extensive .in-

ay
as-
1at
-

ro-
m

e-
1i-

nedy’s slaying.

John M. McElroy, assist-
ant to the governor of Ohio,
said in a letter to McKeithen
dated April 24, three days af-
ter the first letter returning
the extradition papers, that
he had been in touch with

to
81
it
by
1e

vestigation of President Ken-
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Alcock, and ad-

ances on the
Novel.
Alcock confirmed today
that the DA’s office has re-
ceived a copy of the letter
from Gov. Rhodes. He said

questioning of

on what will be done in re-
ply to the Ohio governor's
request. .

William Redmann, chief
counsel to Gov. McKeithen,

| said that the Louisiana chief

executive has been in touch
by telephone with Gov.
Rhodes about the extradition
matter, but that apparently
no issues had been resolved.

He said all papers and let-
ters are being sent to Garri-
son for disposition.

Thus far, neither the gover-
nor’s office nor the attorney
general’s office has received

+i anything other than the origi-

nal extradition papers which

;| were returned. Garrison’s of-

fice has not refiled with the
state for extradition of Novel.

" THE DISTRICT attorney’s
office in Terrebonne Parish,

where Novel is accused of
burglary (rather than conspir-
acy as in New Orleans), has
not submitted extradition pa-
pers to the state.

Procedure for extraditing
persons from another state

t

includes approval of the form
by the attorqu general’s of-

M’ELROY SAID he had
been in touch with Garrison’s .
/| assistant,

vised him that Gov. Rhodes
wanted the additional assur- .

11 seeking testimony from Gor- .

=3

no decision has been made -
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fice, preparation or ine Qucu-
ments by the secretary of
state, and signing of the docu-
ments by the governor or act-
ing governor. .
Redmann said that if Gar-
rison wants to question Novel
about the Kennedy probe, it
may not be sufficient to rely
on the. out-of-state witnesses
act to bring him back to Lou-
isiana where he would enjoy
certain immunities. .
In addition to the question-
ing phase, McElroy also in- :
formed the governor’s office
that Novel is now offlcta}ly
under bail from the munici-
pal court of Columbus.
He indicated that jprisdic-
tion over Novel has passed
from the chief of police of
"| Gahanna, Ohio, where he was
arrested, to the chief of police
of Columbus.

JULIUS OSWALD was one
of two men named Oswald
subpenaed yesterday as Gar-
rison’s Kennedy t.dea:ih plot
investigation continued.
ALastgnight, Julius Oswald
refused to tell reporters
whether he had known Lee

Fas
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Harvey Oswald when the ac-
cused assassin worked at
+ Standard Coffee Co. here
shortly before Kennedy’s
murder.

The other subpenaed witness,
William S. Oswald, 2704 Wytch-
wood, Metairie, said he believes| .
his entrance into the inquiry
may have resulted from a case
of mistaken identity.

Questioned yesterday, William
Oswald told reporters outside
the district attorney’s office that
Lee Harvey Oswald used his
name and address as a refer-
ence with Standard Coffee when
he applied for a job there in
early 1963.

HE SAID HE believes Lee
Harvey Oswald really meant to
use the name of the witness’
uncle, another William Oswald,
who lives at 136 Elmeer pl.,
Metairie. :

The uncle, reached by tele-| :
phone, said Lee Oswald visited
him in the summer of 1963. He
declined to answer further ques-
tions.

Although the subpenaed Wil-
liam Oswald said he was ques-
tioned by the Secret Service
after Kennedy’s assassination,
the Warren Commission report
does not list him as a witness,
Nor does it include his uncle
or Julius Oswaid.




