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FBI 

„;.Date: 	3/30/6  

4"tansmit the following in 
(Type ea ',faintest to code) 

Vita A IRTEL 

(62-109060) 

ORLEANS (89-69) 

TO: 

FROM: 

AS$A INATION OF PRESIDENT 
.JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY .
NOVEMBER 22, 1963, 
DALLAS, TEXAS 
'MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATIW 
CONCERNING------ 	- 

. • 
• 

Re Bureau airtel; 3/29/67. 

There is attached a summary of the 
information in the New Orleans files regarding GORDON: 
DWANE NOVEL. 

Additional information regardin 
NOVEL has been submitted to the.  Bureau in LliM by 
aeirtels dated 2/21/67, and 3/29/67. . 
• %. 

- Bureau 
2 - New Orleans 

GMA:med 
(5) 

13.  reitpeT 

t 	P d • 

e Ad • 
REc- s 

APR 3 1967 

01 'APR 1 71967 
Approved: 

Special Agent in Charge• 

• .2f-c,(1-fil /2,Y 
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: GORDON DWANE OVEL_ 

Results of indices check, New Orleans Office: 

- 	,,z , 	 • On 8/27/53, GORDON D./ 'OVEL age 
other juveniles were arrested-Wt li-Louisiana State Police - . 	in Jefferson Parish, La., for plafrint a piece of iron in the Illinois Central Railroad switch at East Bridge, 	 im - 
Jefferson Parish, La. Investigation re* ected that the ir4:14 actually placed in the switch by 

age 16, and other juveniles and uvA:4, were auL,111., LJe iron had been placed in the switch.

♦ , 	 k 
other juveniles were found guiltr in Juvenile Court, ..

1 	_ On 9/17/53, GORDON D..NOVEand the six.2  

Gretna, La., and weLLullacedgp 
of six months. • 

•. 	.. During this investigation Deputy Sheriff GEORGE GILESPIE, Jefferson. Parish Sheriff's Office, advised'  !-t .tbat he had had previous trouble 'with GORDON D. NOVEL in , ;Wilt NOVEL had been a member-of-the "Nazi Storm Troopers" 'but had dropped out of that organizatbn when the Sheriff'S , 0..ffice started an investigation of.thisoutfit. 

r”' By letter dated 7/b/65, to •,the 'Bureau and New Orleans captioned "TECHNICAL SURVEILLANCE COUNTER MEASURES; MISCELLANEOUS-INFORMATION CONCERNING, ESPIONAGE47 the San Francisco Officf advised that on 7/2/65; LEO H. JONES, Fargo Co., 1162 Bryant Street, San' Francisco, advised he was in receipt of a letter dated 4/14/65 from International Electronic Systems, -Corporation, 
1107 Poydras Street, New Orleans, La., signecrby GORDON, NbVEL, President,6ctions International Corporation!. 
This letter requesttd-triif-tfie-lift-bro'chuieS"be sent 

. to, the attention of Mr. GORDON NOVEL, 230 Duplessis St 
Apartment A, Metairie, La 	 .0 ^ 	••• 

$12 . 	 •' 	'!.1* 
•• 
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Mr. JONES stated that,his.Washingtonv  D., C. 
- • representative, JAMES,OBERDICKhad,:reCentlYvisited New.  

Orleans and had been unableAoatetheiniaternational. 
t.y;; 	_Electronic Systems Corporation 	 5 

• ; 	- 	 • . 	. 
, 	 ;_On 9/8/66, DOUGLAS,:SMITM,,:loet And Pound
;Department, Delta AirlineS-.New'OrleanS, 'La4', advised • 
the New Orleans,' La. Office".that threeattaChe cases: 
of electronic equipment: were checked ASI3aggage by _ passenger G. D. NOVEL on 9/L/66, for:a Delta flight: 
from Washington, D.C.ito;NeWOrlelpsa.Upon 
arriving in New Orleans-  NOVELvidnnibiet611OCAte:_;the2..... 
three attache cases, 

A 	. • -7_ 	 . 	 • • .41'.  

GORDON.D. NOVEL . waS:intekvIewe&on , 9/8/66, 
:by -the New Orleans Office,' at wt0._ch!tfMe-ibe;state&he w 
a' ield engineer and consultantkElOctroniCS Systems 
International Corporation, 822 PeidiTOTSITalITTFW 
Orleabsi-La.  

44. 	 NOVEL stated that he checkecrthree black 
"Evans" attache cases plus one "Samsonite" Suitcase ,* 

'.
4  at the Delta ticket office, 12th and K-Streets, Washingtori, 

D',N C., andupon arriving isNewOrleanS,-,:;when he went to, 
• claim hisa'ggage the'three attache cases were missing.: 

He stated-:that the three attache casesCeptained three 
advanced'prototypes of sophisticated elebtronic intelli-
gence recording and transmission gear. :Aiestated that 

1.rthey are known as "Mark-Check" systems and:Were designed 
,orimarily for use in industrial, Governmental, and police .,' 
intelligence work. lie,'stated he had beenin, ,Vashington: 
D. C., to demonstrate this and:other equipMent-  to the 
State Department..  

,,t 
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...,,• 	 NOVEL advised that the three attache cases ,,'- 	which were missing were to be retailed for $1,975, , • $2,650, and $2,975 a piece, and totaled in value $ .. •. • 
. 	 ,,ilLti, (.7CPriat), L[p(!)61 •... On 11/10/66, the'New-Orlea-h4-Retailers I

4 
'ni.,,:•:. Credit Bureau, Inc. advised 'that NOVEL was then resi ing_ at 1106 Lake Avenue, Apartment 36; New Orleans, La., 	- that he had two accounts 'listed as'being sa t isfactory, L t . and one account listed as being unsatisfactory. He ‘. ...L.....- was reported to be owner ot4International . Dynamics and i 	owner otrAytp!-..Rama,_inc...: The file indicated one  suit was recorded, #97384, died. 7/15/66, and,Mis former 

	

. • .:,. wife was 	s listed aMARIENEA OVE .,,........4_ c.,, • .. ...., .: 	 _ 	... -  	_.;:.•_._.. . _______6..:.._ _ 	_ • _ _ 	•_ . 	, 	. 

• . • On 11/10/66 'ICtheck•of:therIdentification ,  ■• 	 . 	• Bureau and Record Room,NeW:OrleanS. Police Department, teflected that GORDON: D;NOVELhad beeIlarreSted for  driving without a vehicle operator's license on his 	-• person eight times and'IjorOther traffieoftenses, including speeding,runningstoP::sign,4Wexpired:vehic license five times. 	 . . 

•-:..: 	
. 	. 	 :.,• . 	, 

-According'toTtheldentification bureau, 'New Orleans Police Departmeni;NOVEL has FBI )umber 4 • 4, 	 12503D. 	 i.-• 	• 	,. 	, 	. ,:•,'I 	-. 	If‘r 
•!. 	. 	, 	• 

•• • ,••••# •,: • • 	On 7/18/58i NOVEL'r•was'arrested'JnNew Orleans for refusing to move .on and on 8/14/65; he,wasarreste4 ' ,•.-4 • 
low making a threat against:Jtisjkther-in-71a the charge was subsequently dismissed: 

• • • d 

Identification record of, NOVEL received from the Bureau on 11/17/66; reflects the followingarreits. :. 

'ICONTRIBUTOR OF 
	

NAME AND ' 	ARRESTED OR • FINGERPRINTS 
	

NUMBER 	 RECEIVED: 	CHARGE' 

• 
."7.h 	.••••••• • 	't • ' 	. 	7: • • •••• • e 	 J'• 	• • 

tti 	 •• 

• 

• —"•••••"7!!•••••Mier..•••• 	• • 	• 
• • 	•• ••••••.,- 	•., 	 . 4 • 

••• • • 	 ';'•'• 	• 
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CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 

NAME AND 
NUMBER 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 

g. 

! /.. 
.. I. .P.. • 	. :IP 	p• A • 	.. . i 

.% 	! 	• 	
• 	•ft. 	• . • ' ; 4 ., 	 , 

• 4 	
. 	. 

On 2/21/67,GORDON DANE NOVEL telephonically contacted the New OrleansOffiCe and furnished the following inform&tion: 

•
NOVEL advised thathe had been contacted during •:!y=3,- the late afternoon on 2/21/67,by WILLARD ROBERTSON, a New... Orleans businessman whoM NOVEL` described as being the-money behind District Attorney GARRIgON7According to NOVEL, ROBERTSON told him it was imperative they meet immediately and arrangements were made to-meet-in ROBERTSON's office , in the 225 Baronne Building.' Upon-meeting ROBERTSON, NOVEL was advised by ROBERTSON that District Attorney GARRISON w.ani.ed to meet him and ROBERTSON called GARRISON,:' arranging thl+ meeting. NOVEL said he and ROBERTSON - proceeded:to the elgtenth floor of the 225,Baronne Building to thefaCilltiei insurance firm and there awaited the:Arrival' . of' GARRISON who finally appeared at approximitely'ti30PM 
NOVEL said GARRISON opened thecOnVex'SatioilHwithr, impties concerning possible plades where heJGARRISOWand his staff could hold conferences. AccordingtO NOVEL,  GARRISON stated that he feels the FBI is carefully - scrutinizing ^!.. every move. he makes and even possibly has sources.. within his own ranks. NOVEL said GARRISON discussed several:.methodshe. felfhe would utilize in.the futuFeinorderto:,keep his' investigation into the assassination of President KENNEDY ,  a secret.—  GARRISON advised NOVEL that the purpose of his'  

- 5 - 
• rOt 

-t• 	- 	- 
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 •1:. , contact was that he knew of NOVEL's ability to obtain,info* 4,,,i. 	mat ion and further that NOVEL was very knowledgeable is to happenings in the New Orleans area. 

4':. 	• 
. 
e,,' - ' , • 	 . 	NOVEL related that GARRISON inquired of him as,' f,!;...' to whether he had been interviewed by the FBI and.that he, 

 
!.-;.!" -Y . had informed GARRISON that he , NOVEL,' had contacted the •:. ..!-   
`''•,' FBI.' GARRISON then inquired as to 'whether his name had come 4'• .---'c• 	 .. 	. ....;..e- 	up during the contact- with the FBI,-tov,hich NOVEL said he .., 	••• replied in the negative. GARRISON then began to question him about people or names he might know and specifically inquired about DAVID LOU/S, "ROLLAND," DAVID FERRIE, and , MARTIN LAYTON (possibly identical with LAYTON P. MARTENS), •,i associate of FERRIE. NOVEL informed he: 	GARRISON he_-----:------- •• 
--- - . 
	

. .., knew only DAVID FERRIE of those mentioned 	GARRISON then -..• 	• • 
• asked him if he knew anyone with the,Riley Coffee Company . 	and that he told GARRISON he knew an indiyidual named TEX #iETER, a person with whom he had worked in the past. GARRISON asked him if he had any knowledge of where SERGIO ARCACHA SMITH obtained his financial support while in. New Orleans, to which he replied that he did not know with the exception of supporting contributions that SMITH obtained from various *~' 	individuals. . 	, 

GARRISON asked NOVEL'whether SERGIO ARCACHA SMIThr or FCRRIE owned a laundry truck!. .NOVEL said he-rtold GARRISON that he had observed a step van laundry truck, 4ark in color, on one occasion parked in front of the Baiter Building where!" • SERGIO ARCACHA SMITH had his office. NOVEL sai4 CARRISON then commented "there is i laundry truck mentioned 
files of the FBI in Dalls."- 	• 	' 

	

m• • 	-•. 
NOVEL stated .GARRISON also asked him if he was acquainted with a girl by the name of SANDRA AARSON. He advbsed that he told GARRISON he knew a AANDR4y.ARSON, wh4rmas a "sharp gal" who sometimes dated.BOB'SQNGE (phonetic one of his, NOVEL's, associates in the Jamaican'Village Lounge on North Rampart Street. NOVEL said he told. GARRISON F--f• he had personally heard SANDRA LARSON say she was intimately acquainted with President KENNEDY. 

tr- 

•- 
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4 • 	 NOVEL stated that District Attorney GARRISON 
had stated or at least implied that he felt DAVID FERR1E and-, 
his "Nutty" associates were involved in a conspiracY 

- - 	assassination of President KENNEDY. NOVEL reiterated that 
7 	GARRISON repeatedly emphasized the name "ROLLAND" as being 

• 
• .0  

possible  clue in the conspiracy:. NOVEL stated that it is 
- GARRISON's contention that the conspirators were anti-CASTRO: 
.who hoped through the assassinition of President KENNEDY to 

• - be able to, through national publicity, place the blame for 1, 	the assassination on FIDEL CASTRO, which would result in .••••• 	influencing public opinion to the point where national retri- 
bution would be directed against CASTRO. 

Sk .1 	 • 	NOVEL advised GARRISON expressed concern  about — 
contamination of his investigation by other investigative . „..,: 

T.lagencies, namely; the FBI. NOVEL quoted GARRISON as saying . ' 
'that be would arrest and.handcuff,any Agent he caught becoming. 
intol.ved in his investigatiort4dd:would submit him to public 
scrutiny. NOVEL said.GARRISON stated "if they want my files 
that bad they can buy them." NOVEL stated that he did not 
furnish GARRISON information concerning his involvement with 
SERGIO ARCACHA SMITH at the blimp base at Houma, La., which • 

• -. • "• .• • 	• 	;• 
•;•• 	• 	 '1  

.4 • 	.• 

• • 	• 

he had previously furnished to the%FBI..However, since 
ARRISON plans to interview his, NOVEL's, partner, .R.AFIER.u.: 	4- 
.11,1UUR, aka tt4Inny, at-9.:30 AM, 2/22/67, he felt he- tioufa' 	 77 

t 11%ARRISON the whole 'story iiriOr-to the interview with. 
his partner because he felt that RANNY would probably tell 
GARRISON about it and, secondly, because he felt that by 
telling GARRISON he would gain his confidence and would be 
in better graces with GARRISON. NOVEL advised that since 
he planned to tell GARRISON everything concerning his involve-
ment with SERGIO ARCACHA SMITH, be desired to mention something 
he had not previously furnished to the FBI concerning the 
aiuiunition bunker on the Houma Air Base. NOVEL advised that 
he,and his partner, RANNY, approximately two weeks before 
taking ARCACHA SMITH and his party to the bunker had cased.,  
the bunker and knew pretty well what-SMITH would find. 

• 



4. 

NO 89-69 

* r • 

. • • 

NOVEL telephonically contacted the New Orleans, • ' 	Office on the late afternoon of 2/22/67, and advised that he.. • and EHLINGER met with District Attorney GARRISON on that date and had furnished GARRISON the information that he had  ,previously furnished to the FBI. Noygi, saild GARRISON questioned7 • them concerning any knowledge - that-they'possessed relationship between CLAY SHAW and DAVID FERRIE. NOVEL said ... .that GARRISON implied that SHAW was identical with a CLAY BERTRAND who had contacted Attorney DEAN ANDREWS to represen LEE HARVEY OSWALD. 

NOVEL further informed that GARRISON and his associates felt the FBI was monitoring.their switchboard and that it appears that if things go. badly with GARRISON's ---7.; investigation they may be.lookingsfor.A."scrape goat," :• possibly 
..• :,„ 	

r the FBI. - 	L 	
•. 	*. 	' 7 1■) 6 , • 

GARRISON, 1.ecording to N VEI4jnquired'.asto the meaning of the words 'Daqu" an 'Earti! GARRISON also asked for any knowledge lib EL and his p4tner:had concerning anti-CASTRO assassination camps in the Sli ell'apd Covington, La., area. 	. 

• ,, 
• questioned NOVEL concerning quick ways of making FERRIE • confess and mentioned the use of sodium penathal. According to NOVEL, GARRISON is obsessed with the theory that a laundry or milk truck is in some way involved in the assassination. 

• 

. . 	, 

- 8 - 
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• 

• 
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• . , 	NOVEL quoted .GARRISON as saying that .he was w sitionths ahead of the FBI in bisjnvestigation and indicated that herplanned , to arrst FERRIE ih'five'days as the leader - in the plot to assassinate President KENNEDY. GARRISON also 


