
Mr. SAWYER. Well, do you know the answer to it? 
Mr. HART. I think I know the answer to it, but I believe that the 

Director of Central Intelligence should reply to that. I am not a 
lawyer, and I do not have counsel to consult here. But I do feel that 
is an improper question for me to answer. 

Mr. SAWYER. Now, you say Helms had limited information, or at 
least some limitation on the information that he received on this. 
He must have known about this torture vault or whatever it is you 
had specially built. He would have known about that, wouldn't he? 

Mr. HART. He sent two people down to take a look at it before it 
was used. The two people happened to be the chief of the Sit 
division, and the chief of the CIA staff. 

Also, if I remember correctly, the chief of the Office of Security. 
They came back and said that it was a satisfactory place to keep 

Mr. SAWYER. 
But he must have known the general format of it, someone. 

wouldn't you think? 
Mr. HART. I can't say how much he knew. 
Mr. SAWYER. He also knew apparently that they had held him in 

solitary confinement for 1,277 days. 
Mr. HART. He did know that, yes, sir. 
Mr. SAWYER. And actually, he thought they were interrogating 

him the whole 1,277 days, was that the thrust of the fact--
Mr. HART.  Weil, I am not sure he thought they were interrogat-

ing him every day. But I—and here I want to make clear that I am 
entering into the realm of presumption—I never saw any indica-
tion that anybody told him that 77 percent of the time that this 
man was in this prison, that nothing was happening to him. 

Mr. SAWYER. He knew, too, apparently that they wanted to use 

sodium pentathol on him, which he turned down. 
Mx. HART. Sodium amytal, but the same thing. 
Mr. SAWYER. Did the Department of Justice know or were they 

y 

advised what you intended to do with this man, when you  
consulted? 

Mr. HART. I do not believe that that was spelled out in detail. At 
the time that Mr. Helms went over to see Mr. Katzenbach, ld as that 

I 

interpret events, nobody realized that this man would be he  
long. I am quite sure that nobody had any thoughts that he would 
be held that long. 

Mr. SAWYER. 
Well, did they tell the Department of Justice that 

they planned to subject this man to torture over this period of time 
by depriving him of adequate food and reading material? 

Did the Department of Justice have any information what they 
were proposing or even the outlines of what they were proposing to 
do to this man? 

Mr. HART. I do not believe that they did. 
Mr. SAWYER. 

I don't have anything else,  Mr. Chairman. Thank 

Chairman STORES. The time of the gentleman has expired. you. 
Mr. Hart, I ,just have one question. It is based upon what I have 

heard here today. It troubles me, and I am sure that it is going to 
trouble some of the American people. 

The American people have just spent approximately. $2.5 mill j 	
ion 

for this congressional committee to conduct a 2-year investigation 
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of the facts and circumstances surrounding the death of President 
John Kennedy. 

Pursuant to that, this committee met with Mr. Nosenko 2 succes-
sive evenings, where we spent in excess of 3 or 4 hours with him 
each of those evenings. 

In addition to that, counsel for this committee, Kenny Klein, 
spent in excess of 15 hours with him preparing before the commit-
tee met with him. In addition to that, Mr. Klein has perhaps spent 
hundreds of hours at the CIA researching everything about Mr. 
Nosenko. 

I want to predicate my question, my final question to you, upon 
this statement which appears in the staff report at page 17. It was 
read by Chief Counsel Blakey here earlier today in his narration. 

It says: 
Following acceptance of Nosenko's bona fides in late 1968, an arrangement was 

worked out whereby Nosenko was employed as an independent contractor for the 

CIA effective March 1,1969. 
His first contract called for him to be compensated at the rate of $16,500 a year. 

As of 1978 he is receiving $35,325 a year. In addition to regular yearly compensation 

in 1972, Nosenko was paid for the years 1964 through 1969 in the amount of $25,000 

a year less income tax. The total amount paid was $87,052. 
He also received in various increments from March 1964 through July 1973 

amounts totaling $50,000 to aid in his resettlement in the private economy. 

We know in addition to that now about the home we don't know 
the cost of, that the CIA has built for him. 

To this date, Nosenko is consultant to the CIA and FBI on Soviet 
intelligence, and he lectures regularly on counterintelligence. 

So that I can understand, and the American people can under-
stand, the work of this congressional committee, do I understand 
you correctly when you say that with reference to what Nosenko 
has told this congressional committee about the activities of 
Oswald in Russia, this man who is today, not 15 years ago but 
today, your consultant, based upon everything you know about this 
bona fide defector, you would not use him? 

Mr. HART. Mr. Chairman, when the question arose about wheth-
er I would use—depend on the information which he offered on the 
subject of Lee Harvey Oswald, I replied that I find that informa-
tion implausible, and therefore I would not depend on it. 

I did not make that same statement about any other information 
which he has offered over the years or the judgments which he has 
given. I was addressing myself specifically to his knowledge of the 
Oswald case. I was making a judgment. 

Chairman STOKES. Your judgment is that from everything you 
know about him, and from what you know that he knew about 
Oswald in Russia, you would not depend upon what he says about 
it? 

Mr. HART. I would not depend on it, but I am not saying that he 
wasn't speaking in good faith because I repeat that one of the 
principal qualities of an intelligence organization, whether we like 
intelligence organizations or don't like intelligence organizations, is 
compartmentation as it is called. 

That means that a person at his level might well not know about 
something which was going on up at a higher level. The KGB is a 
very large organization, considerably dwarfing any intelligence or-
ganization which we have and, therefore, it is perfectly possible for 
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something else to have been going on which he wouldn't have 

known. 
Chairman STOKES. 

Can we then leave the term "in good faith," 
and can you tell us whether he would be telling us the truth? 

Mr. HART. 
He would be telling us the truth insofar as he knows 

it, yes. 
Chairman Sroars. Thank you. 
The Chair recognizes counsel for the committee, Mr. Gary Corn-

well. CORNWELL. Mr. Hart, may we look at the document that you well. 
referred to several times that has the list of the ways in which 
they could have disposed of the problem that Nosenko posed at the 
time of his contemplated release? Is that a document we could look 

Mr. HART, I 
would like, if I may, to simply excerpt this part of it. at? 

If that is an acceptable procedure, I will give you exactly what it 
was that I presented in my testimony. 

I have here a mixture of things which have been declassified at 
my request, and not declassified and so forth. So, if you will allow 
me simply to make this available. There we are. 

[The document was handed to counsel.] 
Mr. 

CoamwELL. Mr. Hart, do you not have with you the items 
that would appear on the list prior to item number five? 

Mr. HART. I do not have that withwould bthat I ce possionsider
ble to dig 

them up. The reason that they are not in there is  
them insignificant. I consider this obviously very significant, and I 
simply wasn't using up space with insignificant thingsg portions of 

In many cases throughout my study I was using 
 

rather long documents. But it would be possible to did find bri 
thnagt, with 

yes. 

Mr. CORNWELL. 
All right. The portion that you  

you, though, however, seems to refer to notes which were prepared 
prior to 1968, is that correct? 

Mr. HART. Yes, sir. Mr. CoarqwELL. By the deputy chief of the Soviet branch. 
Mr. HART. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Coruswsia... And at a time in which the Agency was contem-

plating the release of Nosenko, the release from confinement. 
Mr. HART. Yes. The director said, as I remember his specific 

words, "I want this case brought to a conclusion." 
First he asked for it to be brought to a conclusion within 60 days, 

which I think would have put the nt conc 
blue on  him and said, 

in sometime in Sep- 

tember of 1966. Later on they went 	to 	 "We 

can't do it that fast," and he extended the deadline until the end of 

Mr. CORNWELL. 
And this was the same deputy chief of the Soviet the year. 

branch who earlier in your testimony you stated had referred to 
potentially devastating effects from that release; is that correct? 

Mr. HART. He later used that term. That term was used by him 
much later after he was no longer connected with the Soviet Divi-
sion. That was in the letter which I described he wrote, so that it 
bypassed me as his superior, and I happened to find it in the file. 

Mr. CORNWELL. 
And you testified that at one point, I believe, you 

didn't know specifically what dangers this deputy chief foresaw 
might stem from his being released; is that correct? 
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Mr. HART. He had refused to tell me. He refused to tell me. I can 
read you that. 

Mr. CORNWELL. No, I think we remember that. But at least in 
this memo it appears that the principal fear that he had was with 
respect to the CIA being accused of illegally holding Nosenko; is 
that correct? 

Mr. HART. That was a fear expressed in there. I frankly think 
that there must have been something else in his mind, but I, for 
the life of me, don't know what it was. He had built up a picture 
which was based on a good deal of historical research about a plot 
against the West, and since I don't happen to be able to share this 
type of thing, I don't know. 

Mr. CORNWELL. I think we understand. 
Let me simply ask you this: Nosenko has never publicly com-

plained of his illegal detainment, has he? He has never taken that 
to any authorities and asked that anything be done with it, has he? 

Mr. HART. He, I believe, when he was released, that in connec-
tion with the release but not as a condition of release, you must 
understand that this was not a condition of the release, but as of 
the time that the settlement was reached with him, I believe that 
he signed some type of document saying "I will no longer, I will not 
make further claims on the organization," something of that sort. I 
have never actually read the administrative details. 

Mr. CORNWELL. That was the point that I was coming to. 
Thank you. 
Mr. HART. Yes. 
May I say something more, Mr. Cornwell? He does periodically 

get very upset. He got very upset, for example, on the subject of 
the Epstein book. He is a very—he is a normal human being, and 
when he feels that he is being maligned, he gets just as upset as 
anybody else around. 

Mr. CORNWELL. But your conclusion then is that in 1968 he was 
paid a large sum of money. In connection with it, he agreed not to 
voice any complaints about the way he was treated prior to that, 
and the fears that were at least in certain persons' minds prior to 
that did not come to pass. 

Mr. HART. I don't believe, I do not interpret these events, al-
though they can be so interpreted, as his being paid off not to 
cause trouble. The fact is that two responsible members of the 
Agency had made commitments to him, and they are clearly, you 
can hear them, you can see the tapes and you can, I believe, hear 
them on the tapes if you listen to them talking. They made com-
mitments to him that they were going to do this. 

Mr. CORNWELL. Thank you. 
I have no further questions. 
Chairman STOKES. You don't think though, Mr. Hart, that if he 

were to sue the CIA for his illegal arrest and detention that they 
would continue to keep him as a consultant, do you? 

Mr. HART. Sir, you are getting into a point which I cannot speak 
about. I have no idea what they would do. As a matter of fact, I 
don't think he would do it. I think it is suppositious. 

Mr. CORNWELL. Mr. Chairman, may we have the document that 
Mr. Hart provided marked as an exhibit and placed in the record? 

`t% 
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Chairman STOKES. Without objection, and he may want to substi-
tute a Xeroxed copy for the original. 

Mr. CORNWELL. Thank you. It will be JFK F-427. 
[JFK exhibit F-427 follows:] 

T--,Deputy 
f - 4711011.pr, In a series of handwritten notes, set forth the 

%./ Task Force objective as he saw it 	-To liquidate G insofar 
as possible to clean up traces of a situ in which CIA cd be 
accused of illegally holding - Nosenko." Further on, he summed 
up a number of "alternative actions," including: 

5. Liquidate the man, 

6. Render him incapable of giving coherent 
story (special dose of drug etc.) Poss 
aim commitmt to looney bin. 

7. Commitment to loony bin w/out making him nuts.82  

JFK ExInarr F-427 

Chairman STOKES. Mr. Hart, at the conclusion of a witness' testi-
mony before our committee, under the rules of our committee, he 
is entitled to 5 minutes in which he may explain or comment in 
any way upon the testimony he has given before this committee. I 
at this time would extend the 5 minutes to you if you so desire. 

Mr. HART. I don't think I will need 5 minutes, Mr. Chairman, but 
I thank you for your courtesy. 

The final remark that I would like to make is that I have had 31 
years, approximately, of Government service, both military and 
civilian, and participated fairly actively both as a, first, as a mili-
tary man in the Army, and then in quasi-military capacities as 
chief of station in two war zones. 

It has never fallen to my lot to be involved with any experience 
as unpleasant in every possible way as, first, the investigation of 
this case, and, second, the necessity of lecturing upon it and testify-
ing. To me it is an abomination, and I am happy to say that it does 
not, in my memory, it is not in my memory typical of what my 
colleagues and I did in the agency during the time I was connected 
with it. 

That is all, Mr. Chairman. I thank you. 
Chairman STOKES. All right, Mr. Hart. 
We thank you for appearing here as a witness, and at this point 

you are excused. 
There being nothing further to come before the committee, the 

Chair now adjourns the meeting until 9 a.m. Monday morning. 
[Whereupon, at 3:35 p.m., the select committee was adjourned, to 

reconvene at 9 a.m., Monday, September 18, 1978.] 
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