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MEMORANDUM 	 June 24, 1964 

TO: 	The Commission 

FROM: 	William T. Coleman, Jr.,, 
W. David Slawson, we$464 

SUBJECT: Yuri Ivanovich Nosenko 

The Commission has asked us to prepare a short 
memorandum outlining in what respects the information 
obtained from Nosenko confirms or contradicts information 
we have from other sources. 

Nosenko's testimony to the FBI is the only infor-
mation we have on what he knows about Lee Harvey Oswald. 
(Commission Documents No. 434 and 451.) Perhaps more useful 
information could be gained if we were to question Nosenko 
directly, but it is unlikely. Nosenko told the representative 
of the FBI who questioned him that he had given all the 
information on Oswald- he possessed. 

Most of what Nosenko told the FBI confirms what we 
already know from other sources and most of it does not 
involve important facts, with one extremely significant 

'exception. This exception is Nosenko's statement that Lee 
Harvey Oswald was never trained or used as an agent of the 
Soviet Union for any purpose and that' no contact with him was 
made, attempted or contemplated after he left the Soviet 
Union and returned to the United States. Nosenko's opinion on 
these points is especially valuable because, according to his 
own testimony at least, his position with the KGB was such 
that had there been any subversive relationship between the 
Soviet Union and Oswald, he would have known about it. 

Nosenko's statement to the.FBI confirms our infor-
mation from other sources in the following respects: 

• 1. Prior to Oswald's arrival in Russia in the fall 
of 1959 he had no contacts with agents of the Russian 
government or of the International Communist Party who were 
in turn in -Contact with the Russian government. (Our 



• "' 
8. The Minsk KGB file on Oswald cont ined statements from fellow hunters that he was 	tremely 	poo,  shot and that it was sometimes necessary for them to provide\ him with game. 

9. After the assassination, the Soviet government provided about 20 English-speaking men who were assigned to the immediate vicinity of the American Embassy in Moscow to insure that no disrespect was shown by the Soviet citizens during this period. 

10. Some other agency, just which agency Nosenko says he does not know, subsequent'  decided that Oswald wou d be permi d to st 	n Russ a, on its responsIbITIty. lo-en o speculates that t is o er agency was either the Soviet Red Cross or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. (This bit.of information fits in especially neatly with Oswald's own statements that the Soviet officials he met after his suicide attempt were new to him, and did not seem tc have been told by his earlier interrogators anything about him.) 
The following information given by Nosenko tends to contradict information which we have from other sources: 
1. Nosenko says that after Oswald was released from the hospital where he was treated for an attempt to commit suicide, he was told again that he would have to leave the Soviet Union and thereupon threatened to make a second attempt to take his own life. Oswald's own diary of this time contains no mention of a threat to make a second attempt at suicide or of any post-hospitalization statement by the Soviets that he would still have to return to the United States. Of course, Oswald's own account of these activities is not entitled to a high degree of credibility. 

2. Nosenko says that there are no Soviet regula-tions which would have prevented Oswald from traveling from Minsk to Moscow without obtaining first permission to do so. We have information from the CIA and the State Department that such regulations exist, although they are apparently rather easily -- and frequently -- violated. 
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