
IN
V

E
S

T
IG

A
T

IO
N

 O
F

 T
H

E
 A

S
S

A
S

S
IN

A
T

IO
N

 O
F

 
P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T
 JO

H
N

 F
. K

E
N

N
E

D
Y

 

M
O

N
D

A
Y

, S
E

P
T

E
M

B
E

R
 1

8
, 1

9
7

8
 

H
O

U
S

E
 O

r R
E

P
R

E
SE

N
T

A
T

IV
E

S, 
SE

L
E

C
T

 C
O

M
M

IT
T

E
E

 O
N

 A
SSA

SSIN
A

T
IO

N
S, 

W
ash

in
gton

, D
.C

. 
T

h
e select co

m
m

ittee m
et, p

u
rsu

an
t to

 ad
jo

u
rn

m
en

t, at 9
:1

5
 a.m

., 
in

 ro
o
m

 3
4
5
, C

an
n
o
n
 H

o
u
se O

ffice B
u
ild

in
g
, H

o
n
. L

o
u
is S

to
k
es 

(chairm
an of the select com

m
ittee), presiding. 

P
resen

t: R
ep

resen
tativ

es S
to

k
es, D

ev
in

e, 
P

reyer, F
au

n
troy, 

T
hane, S

aw
yer, D

odd, F
ord, F

ithian, and E
dgar. 

S
taff p

resen
t: G

. R
o
b
ert B

lak
ey

, ch
ief co

u
n
sel an

d
 staff d

irecto
r; 

G
ary

 C
o

rn
w

ell, d
ep

u
ty

 ch
ief co

u
n

sel; M
ich

ael G
o

ld
sm

ith
, sen

io
r 

staff counsel; and E
lizabeth L

. B
erning, chief clerk. 

C
h

airm
an

 S
ro

x
E

s. A
 q

u
o

ru
m

 b
ein

g
 p

resen
t, th

e co
m

m
ittee w

ill 
com

e to order. 
T

he C
hair recognizes P

rofessor B
lakey. 

N
A

R
R

A
T

IO
N

 B
Y

 G
. R

O
B

E
R

T
 B

L
A

K
E

Y
, C

H
IE

F
 C

O
U

N
S

E
L

 

M
r. BLAKEY. T

h
an

k
 y

o
u
, M

r. C
h
airm

an
. 

C
u
b
a w

as an
 im

p
o
rtan

t co
n
cern

 o
f Jo

h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 d

u
rin

g
 h

is 
b
rief ad

m
in

istratio
n
. It p

ro
m

p
ted

 th
e o

ccasio
n
 o

f h
is "d

ark
est 

h
o
u
r"—

th
e ab

o
rted

 B
ay

 o
f P

ig
s in

v
asio

n
. In

 th
e m

issile crisis, it 
also

 b
ro

u
g
h
t th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates—

an
d
 th

e w
o
rld

—
to

 th
e b

rin
k
 o

f a 
n
u
clear h

o
lo

cau
st. U

n
d
erstan

d
ab

ly
, th

erefo
re, am

o
n
g
 th

e m
an

y
 ef-

fo
rts to

 u
n
d
erstan

d
 th

e assassin
atio

n
, th

o
se th

at in
clu

d
e a C

u
b
an

 
elem

en
t h

av
e b

een
 v

ery
 p

ro
m

in
en

t. In
d

eed
, n

o
 less a fig

u
re th

an
 

P
resid

en
t L

y
n

d
o

n
 B

. Jo
h

n
so

n
 ex

p
ressed

 h
is p

riv
ate v

iew
 th

at Jo
h

n
 

F
. K

en
n
ed

y
 m

ig
h
t w

ell h
av

e b
een

 th
e v

ictim
 o

f th
e C

u
b
an

 p
lo

t. 
T

h
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 ex

p
lo

red
 th

e C
u

b
an

 elem
en

t in
 th

e 
assassination of the P

resident from
 tw

o perspectives. 
F

irst, it co
n
sid

ered
 th

e ex
ten

t to
 w

h
ich

 O
sw

ald
 "m

ig
h
t h

av
e b

een
 

m
o

tiv
ated

 in
 th

e assassin
atio

n
 b

y
 a.d

esire to
 aid

 th
e C

astro
 reg

im
e, 

w
hich P

resident K
ennedy so outspokenly criticized." 

In
 th

e m
o

n
th

s p
reced

in
g

 th
e assassin

atio
n

, left-w
in

g
 literatu

re to
 

w
h

ic
h

 O
sw

a
ld

 su
b

sc
rib

e
d

—
c
h

ie
fly

 "T
h

e
 M

ilita
n

t' a
n

d
 "T

h
e
 

W
o
rk

er"—
reflected

 an
 ex

trem
ely

 critical attitu
d
e to

w
ard

 th
e K

en
-

n
ed

y
 ad

m
in

istratio
n

's p
o

licy
 to

w
ard

 C
u

b
a. In

d
eed

, m
u

ch
 o

f w
h

at 
ap

p
eared

 in
 th

ese p
ap

ers seem
in

g
ly

 called
 fo

r v
io

len
t so

lu
tio

n
s to

 
C

u
b

an
 p

ro
b

lem
s w

ith
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates. 
T

h
e p

o
ssib

ility
 th

at O
sw

ald
 m

ay
 h

av
e b

een
 in

flu
en

ced
 b

y
 th

is 
literatu

re seem
s real. A

p
p
aren

tly
 in

 all serio
u
sn

ess, h
e to

ld
 M

i-
ch

ael P
ain

e, th
e in

d
iv

id
u

al in
 w

h
o

se h
o

m
e M

arin
a w

as th
en

 liv
in

g
, 

th
at "Y

o
u

 co
u

ld
 tell w

h
at th

ey
 w

an
ted

 y
o

u
 to

 d
o

 " *
 b

y
 read

in
g

 
(I) 



3 

officer w
as p

lan
n

in
g th

e k
illin

g of C
astro w

ith
 an

 official of th
e 

C
uban G

overnm
ent. 

T
h

e revelation
 in

 1976 th
at th

e P
rem

ier of C
u

b
a w

as th
e target 

of an
 u

n
su

ccessfu
l assassin

ation
 p

lan
n

ed
 b

y th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates 

serv
ed

 to
 fu

el th
e fires o

f sp
ecu

la
tio

n
 th

a
t C

u
b

a
 h

a
d

 b
een

 th
e 

p
erp

etrator of th
e su

ccessfu
l effort again

st th
e P

resid
en

t of th
e 

U
n

ited
 S

tates in
 1963. It w

as recalled
 th

at P
rem

ier C
astro h

im
self, 

in
 an

 in
terview

 w
ith

 A
ssociated

 P
ress rep

orter D
an

iel H
ark

er on
 

S
ep

tem
b

er 7, 1963, seem
ed

 to b
e w

arn
in

g th
at U

.S
. lead

ers w
h

o 
ap

p
roved

 terrorist attack
s on

 C
u

b
an

 lead
ers cou

ld
 th

em
selves b

e 
vulnerable. 

T
h

e A
P

 story w
as carried

 in
 th

e N
ew

 O
rlean

s T
im

es P
icayu

n
e on

 
S

ep
tem

b
er 9. C

on
seq

u
en

tly, it cou
ld

 h
ave b

een
 read

 b
y L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

ald
 h

im
self. B

u
t th

e evid
en

ce of C
u

b
an

 in
ten

tion
s m

ay b
e 

in
terp

reted
 in

 variou
s w

ays. T
he C

u
b

an
 d

elegate to th
e U

n
ited

 
N

ation
s w

as in
 con

tact on
 S

ep
tem

b
er 5, 1963 w

ith
 W

illiam
 A

tw
ood

, 
a U

.S
. d

elegate, to b
egin

 talk
s w

ith
 th

e view
 tow

ard
 startin

g th
e 

p
rocess of n

orm
alizin

g relation
s. A

n
d

 Jean
 D

an
iel, a F

ren
ch

 jou
r-

n
alist, w

as w
ith

 P
rem

ier C
astro on

 N
ovem

b
er 22. H

e d
escrib

ed
 

C
astro's reaction

 to th
e n

ew
s of th

e K
en

n
ed

y assassin
ation

 as on
e 

of genuine surprise and deep regret. 
T

h
e critics of th

e W
arren

 C
om

m
ission

, too, h
ave p

ersisted
 in

 
th

eir q
u

estion
in

g of its con
clu

sion
s, offerin

g th
e th

eory th
at O

sw
ald

 
m

et w
ith

 C
u

b
an

 agen
ts an

d
 variou

s ad
d

ition
al allegation

s. 
T

h
e m

ost seriou
s is th

e ch
arge th

at it w
as, in

 fact, n
ot O

sw
ald

 
w

h
o visited

 th
e C

u
b

an
 con

su
late, b

u
t an

 im
p

oster. C
ritics cite as 

evid
en

ce a p
h

otograp
h

 p
u

b
lish

ed
 b

y th
e C

om
m

ission
 an

d
 th

ou
gh

t 
b

y th
e critics to h

ave b
een

 tak
en

 b
y a su

rveillan
ce cam

era ou
tsid

e 
th

e C
u

b
an

 con
su

late. It sh
ow

s a b
u

rly m
an

 w
h

o b
ears n

o resem
-

b
lan

ce to O
sw

ald
, b

u
t w

h
o w

as id
en

tified
 as th

e in
d

ivid
u

al w
h

o 
visited

 th
e con

su
late at th

e tim
e O

sw
ald

 w
as su

p
p

osed
 to h

ave d
on

e 
so. M

ark
 L

an
e, in

 h
is "

R
u

sh
 to Ju

d
gm

en
t,"

 raised
 th

e issu
e of th

e 
m

y
sterio

u
s p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h

 a
n

d
 a

sk
ed

, "
W

a
s so

m
eo

n
e p

o
sin

g
 a

s 
O

sw
ald?" 

A
n

oth
er w

id
ely circu

lated
 story after th

e W
arren

 rep
ort w

as 
p

u
b

lish
ed

 is th
at O

sw
ald

, in
 a b

u
rst of an

ger on
 learn

in
g at th

e 
C

u
b

an
 con

su
late th

at h
e cou

ld
 n

ot secu
re a visa to visit C

u
b

a, 
exp

ressed
 an

 in
ten

tion
 to assassin

ate P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y. 

T
h

e select com
m

ittee h
as sou

gh
t to exp

lore a n
u

m
b

er of q
u

es-
tion

s in
 con

n
ection

 w
ith

 O
sw

ald
's trip

 to M
exico C

ity. C
om

m
ittee 

m
em

b
ers an

d
 staff m

ad
e tw

o sep
arate trip

s to b
oth

 C
u

b
a an

d
 

M
exico. T

h
e coop

eration
 of th

e G
overn

m
en

ts of C
u

b
a an

d
 M

exico 
w

as sou
gh

t an
d

 secu
red

. T
h

e com
m

ittee an
d

 th
e staff exp

resses its 
th

an
k

s to each
 govern

m
en

t an
d

 th
ose officials an

d
 citizen

s of each
 

cou
n

try th
at h

elp
ed

 th
e com

m
ittee in

 its in
vestigation

. 
C

om
m

en
t, h

ow
ever, m

u
st b

e m
ad

e on
 th

e lack
 of coop

eration
 b

y 
th

e S
oviet G

overn
m

en
t. T

h
e select com

m
ittee, b

oth
 in

form
ally an

d
 

th
rou

gh
 p

erson
al con

tacts an
d

 form
ally th

rou
gh

 th
e S

tate D
ep

art-
m

en
t, sou

gh
t th

e coop
eration

 of th
e S

oviet G
overn

m
en

t, n
ot on

ly 
on

 O
sw

ald
's alleged

 trip
 to M

exico C
ity w

h
ere h

e is su
p

p
osed

 to 
h

ave visited
 th

e S
oviet E

m
b

assy, b
u

t also in
 th

e p
eriod

 of tim
e 

O
sw

ald
 lived

 in
 th

e S
oviet U

n
ion

. V
ariou

s d
ocu

m
en

ts an
d

 files n
ot 

m
ad

e availab
le to th

e W
arren C

om
m

ission
 b

u
t w

h
ich

 the com
m

it- 

2 

b
etw

een
 th

e lin
es."

 U
ltim

ately, h
ow

ever, th
e W

arren
 C

om
m

ission
 

d
ecid

ed
 th

at it cou
ld

 n
ot ascrib

e to O
sw

ald
 an

y on
e m

otive or a 

grou
p

 of m
otives. 

S
econ

d
, th

e C
om

m
ission

 con
sid

ered
 th

e exten
t to w

h
ich

 O
sw

ald
'a 

trip
 to M

exico in
 late S

ep
tem

b
er an

d
 early O

ctob
er 1963—

a trip
 

d
u

rin
g w

h
ich

 O
sw

ald
 visited

 th
e S

oviet E
m

b
assy an

d
 th

e C
u

b
an

 

con
su

late in
 M

exico C
ity—

m
ay som

eh
ow

 h
ave b

een
 related

 to th
e 

assassin
atio. B

ased
 largely on

 th
e testim

on
y of S

ylvia T
irad

o
 d

e 

D
u

ran
, a M

exican
 n

ation
al em

p
loyed

 at th
e C

u
b

an
 con

su
late, th

e 
ab

ou
t th

e v 
C

om
m

ission concluded the follow
ing 	

v
i sit. 

O
sw

ald
 first visited

 th
e C

u
b

an
 con

su
late on

 S
ep

tem
b

er 27, 1963. 

H
e req

u
ested

 an
 in

-tran
sit visa to p

erm
it h

im
 to visit C

u
b

a en
 

rou
te to th

e S
oviet U

n
ion

. 
H

e w
as in

form
ed

 h
e cou

ld
 n

ot ob
tain

 a visa to C
u

b
a u

n
less h

e 
first g

o
t o

n
e to

 en
ter th

e S
o

v
iet U

n
io

n
, a

n
d

 h
e w

a
s to

ld
 a

t th
e 

S
oviet E

m
b

assy h
e sh

ou
ld

 n
ot exp

ect an
 an

sw
er to h

is visa ap
p

lica- 

tion
 for ab

ou
t 4 m

on
th

s. 
H

e carried
 w

ith
 h

im
 n

esn
3p

ap
er clip

p
in

gs an
d

 oth
er d

ocu
m

en
ts, 

som
e au

th
en

tic an
d

 som
e forged

, in
 an

 attem
p

t to d
em

on
strate h

e 

w
as a "friend of C

uba." 
H

e u
sed

 th
ese d

ocu
m

en
ts, h

is p
reviou

s resid
en

ce in
 th

e S
oviet 

U
n

ion
, an

d
 h

is m
arriage to a S

oviet n
ation

al to cu
rry favor at th

e 

C
uban consulate. 
H

e p
ersisted

 in
 h

is d
em

an
d

 for a C
u

b
an

 visa, resu
ltin

g in
 a b

itter 
argu

m
en

t b
etw

een
 h

im
 an

d
 th

e C
u

b
an

 C
on

su
l, E

u
seb

io A
zcu

e 
L

op
ez. E

ven
tu

ally, h
is req

u
est w

as d
en

ied
, an

d
 h

e left, ap
p

aren
tly 

in
 an

ger. 
U

ltim
ately, th

e W
arren

 C
om

m
ission

 exp
ressed

 its satisfaction
 

w
ith

 th
e D

u
ran

 accou
n

t, n
otin

g th
at it h

ad
—

 
R

eliab
le evid

en
ce from

 a con
fid

en
tial sou

rce th
at S

en
ora D

u
ran

, as w
ell as oth

er 
personnel at the C

uban E
m

bassy, w
ere genuinely upset upon receiving the new

s of 

P
resident K

ennedy's death. 

It also in
d

icated
 th

at—
 

• estab
lish

es th
at h

er 

• • • con
fid

en
tial sou

rces of extrem
ely h

igh
 reliab

ility • '  
testim

ony w
as truthful and accurate in all m

aterial respects ,  

T
h

e C
om

m
ission

 also ch
eck

ed
 ou

t a n
u

m
b

er of sp
ecific con

sp
iracy 

allegation
s stem

m
in

g from
 O

sw
ald

's trip
 to M

exico C
ity, m

ost of 
w

h
ich

 alleged
 th

at h
e h

ad
 b

een
 en

listed
 b

y C
u

b
an

 agen
ts in

 a p
lot 

to carry ou
t th

e assassin
ation

. N
everth

eless, th
e C

om
m

ission
 con

- 

cluded: 
W

ith
ou

t excep
tion

, th
e ru

m
ors an

d
 allegation

s of a con
sp

iratorial con
tact w

ere 
show

n to be w
ithout any factual basis, • • 

allege 

show
n 

 h
as n

ot p
erm

itted
 so sim

p
le a resolu

tion
 of th

e com
p

lex 
q

u
estion

s su
rrou

n
d

in
g th

e assassin
ation

, C
u

b
a, an

d
 O

sw
ald

's trip
 to 

M
exico C

ity. Iron
ically, too, it w

as th
e P

rem
ier of C

u
b

a, n
ot th

e 
P

resid
en

t of th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates, w

h
o w

as revealed
 an

d
 d

ocu
m

en
ted

 
in

 S
en

ate In
telligen

ce C
om

m
ittee h

earin
gs in

 19'76 as th
e target of 

d
ead

ly seriou
s assassin

ation
 sch

em
es. com

m
ittee con

clu
d

ed
, th

e C
IA

 
B

etw
een

 1960 an
d

 early 1963, th
e  

con
sp

ired
 w

ith
 k

n
ow

n
 u

n
d

erw
rld

 figu
res to assassin

ate P
rem

ier 
C

astro. F
ollow

in
g th

e m
issile crisis in

 O
ctob

er 1962, th
e C

IA
-M

afia 
p

lo
ts w

ere b
ro

u
g

h
t to

 an
 en

d
, or so w

e are told
. B

u
t oth

er assassi-

nation plo
ts co

n
tinued. In

deed, o
n

 N
ovem

ber 22, 1963, a C
IA

 case 



a record of her statem
ents—

the staff has learned over the course of 
th

e in
v
estig

atio
n
 th

at it is o
ften

 p
o
ssib

le to
 g

ain
 a b

etter u
n
d
er-

stan
d
in

g
 o

f a w
itn

ess' testim
o
n
y
 if y

o
u
 can

 h
ear o

r sp
eak

 to
 th

e 
w

itness. T
hus, w

ith yotir perm
ission, M

r. C
hairm

an, I w
ould ask 

that at this tim
e each of those exhibits be adm

itted into evidence, 
and that w

e play for the com
m

ittee selected portions of her state-
m

ent. 
C

hairm
an 

ST
O

R
E

S. W
ithout objection, they m

ay be entered into 
the record at this point, and you m

ay proceed to play the record-
in 

e tap
e reco

rd
in

g
 m

en
tio

n
ed

 ab
o
v
e, JF

K
 ex

h
ib

it F
-4

3
9
, is 

retained in com
m

ittee files.] 
e inform

ation follow
s:] 

bein 

4 

tee had a reasonable basis to believe existed w
ere requested. T

he 
m

ost im
portant w

ere the K
G

B
 surveillance fi les on O

sw
ald. It w

as 

h
o
p
ed

 th
at th

ese fi les p
articu

larly
 m

ig
h
t h

av
e b

een
 assistan

ce to
 

th
e co

m
m

ittee in
 th

e cru
cial area o

f try
in

g
 to

 ascertain
 O

sw
sJd

's 
m

otive in the assassination. Ironically the K
G

B
 m

ay w
ell have the 

m
ost com

plete file in the w
orld on this crucial aspect of O

sw
ald's 

personality. 
In addition, a request w

as m
ade to interview

 officials and S
oviet 

citizen
s w

h
o

 h
ad

 co
n

tact w
ith

 O
sw

ald
. T

h
e S

o
v

iet G
o

v
ern

m
en

t 
d

en
ied

 an
y

 relatio
n

sh
ip

 w
ith

 O
sw

ald
 o

r co
m

p
licity

 in
 P

resid
en

t 
K

en
n
ed

y
's d

eath
 b

u
t d

eclin
ed

 to
 h

e o
f assistan

ce, saying that it 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e in

ap
p
ro

p
riate fo

r a g
reat p

o
w

er to
 p

u
t itself in

 th
e 

p
o

sitio
n

 o
f h

av
in

g
 to

 d
efen

d
 itself ag

ain
st p

o
ssib

le su
sp

icio
n

 o
f 

com
plicity in the death of the leader ofts i 

anothe
nvestigati 

 country. 
t 

T
he com

m
ittee posed to itself 	

o
n
 in

tills area, 

that is, O
sw

ald's trip to M
exico, as the follow

ing: 
W

as th
e m

an
 w

h
o
 v

isited
 th

e C
u
b
an

 co
n
su

late in
 fact th

e m
an

 
later accused of assassinating P

resident K
ennedy? 

W
hen did the m

an alleged to be O
sw

ald visit the C
uban consul-

ate? 
W

hat transpired at each visit? 
W

ho w
ere the C

uban officials w
ho dealt w

ith him
? 

D
id

 h
e in

 fact ex
p
ress an

 in
ten

t to
 assassin

ate th
e P

resid
en

t? 
D

id
 th

e m
an

 alleg
ed

 to
 b

e O
sw

ald
 h

av
e an

y
 co

m
p

an
io

n
s in

 

M
exico C

ity? 
T

h
e first w

itn
ess w

h
o

 h
ad

 b
een

 sch
ed

u
led

 to
 b

e h
eard

 o
n
 O

s 
w

eld's alleged trip to M
exico C

ity w
as S

ylvia T
irado B

asan , p
r

ously S
ylvia T

irado D
uran. 

M
s. T

irade w
as em

ployed in S
eptem

ber 1963 as secretary to the 

C
uban consul in M

exico C
ity. 

M
s. T

irado w
as born N

ovem
ber 22, 1937, in M

exico C
ity. S

he is 
presently em

ployed by the M
exican S

ocial S
ecurity O

ffice. 
M

r. C
h

airm
an

, I u
n

d
erstan

d
 th

at it h
as n

o
t b

een
 p

o
ssib

le to
 

secu
re th

e ap
p

earan
ce o

f S
en

o
ra T

ired
°. I u

n
d

erstan
d

, h
o

w
ev

er, 
w

ith
 y

o
u

r p
erm

issio
n

, M
r. C

o
rn

w
ell h

as a sh
o

rt p
resen

tatio
n

 o
n

 

her testim
ony. 

C
hairm

an S
T

oices. T
he C

hair w
ill recognize C

ounsel G
ary C

orn-

w
ell. 
M

r. C
o
erm

em
. I m

ig
h
t state, M

r. C
h
airm

an
, th

at th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e 
assistance of the M

exican G
overnm

ent, three m
em

bers of the sta ff 

did interview
 S

ylvia T
irado, w

hose present nam
e is S

ylvia T
irado 

H
azen, on June 6, 1978. 
T

he M
exican G

overnm
ent thereafter agreed that she could com

e 
to

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates an

d
 testify

 at th
ese h

earin
g

s to
d

ay
. M

rs. 
T

irado B
azan also agreed to com

e. H
ow

ever, an unexpected busi-
n
ess en

g
ag

em
en

t o
f h

ers p
rev

en
ted

 h
er ap

p
earan

ce h
ere to

d
ay

. 
T

h
ere is a p

h
o

to
 w

h
ich

 w
as m

ad
e o

f h
er at th

e tim
e o

f th
e 

interview
, w

hich is being displayed on the easel and m
arked JF

K
 

ex
h
ib

it F
-4

3
3
, an

d
 w

e also
 h

av
e a tran

scrip
t o

f th
e in

terv
iew

 
m

ark
ed

 fo
r id

en
tificatio

n
 as JF

K
 ex

h
ib

it F
-4

4
0
A

, an
d
 a tap

e re-
co

rd
in

g
 o

f ex
cerp

ted
 p

o
rtio

n
s o

f th
at in

terv
iew

 w
h
ich

 w
e h

av
e 

m
arked for identification as JF

K
 exhibit F

-439. 
A

lth
o

u
g

h
 th

e tap
e reco

rd
in

g
 w

as n
o

t m
ad

e fo
r th

e p
u

rp
o

se o
f 

it, at these hearings—
it w

as sim
ply at the tim

e intended as 
.‘11,..incr 

 
 


