Septenbsr 18, 1lues

ure Donslé fathenson, Ires,
Morth sdvertid ng
Merchandize ~uri Flact
Shicego, ii..

Degr kir. Nsthonson,

: Tae Shiliib diews Zervice story in today's ashiogton "rost”

b i-pels this lexior, whieh must becin with the aesrtiest conzrstulsticans

§ end sincerest thunie for whizd you hoave undertukea %o 45 sbaut fun controls.
8 It is not clton todsy thob uuyons undertskes » hozsrdous public servics,

§ less often when a business sutjaet to reprisel dces 1. e sre all in your
i dabt. I regret [ aa in & Seitar reziticon that mnat to understeni what esn

g hanean t5 you.

§ “ nove weitten mors an bh. feone 3y sgasszi=ntions than snysne

else, had to be my ssn putlizher, :n% huve 2 =3-ber of unpublished tut
exc¢itlng mznuscripts tiat mwy naver bs publi:hed,

“Loald yuid over want to oo further into the Netionsl Lifle
Ahesociation, psibaye T cua %oly you, 114 went to. Seme yeers 2as0, #8 8 young
writer, 1 we: int.rested in ths nntiwve tascist orgenizetion., Thi= wee then
evsn less popolar thun it 15 todey. (Forsatheticnlily, { tell you they slao hsve
¢ trosd dovelvement li tke recent tesmseinetlons, includine the meat antie
Semitice) Ve have moved four timee in the intervening 30 years, but screwhere I
beve & cenaldesells ameunt crn the WRA, its correction with suck sroups ani, if
I am not wistuken, a concecticn with ons or wmore rizhtist Mexicen rewolut ona
or resclsi gopups.

i velicve 1% will te impossible to dn eznythine obout meeningful gun
controls without tackling ‘mericsn foscism, snd fesr ynu ¢~arot afford that.
Lowever, golni siong with this merketing of guns’to the mest irreapsnsivle
elementy ol our o02iedy, Yner. i <ias 2 rether acvel pabiishine -nterprise
tust sell ell ths tochit-ucs -7 smerilias warfore. @ hova 4t in ope of my une
pubiisbed menuscriptc, w book on bthe thres asesszinntione, with en enormous
smount of the suppressed evidence, including taps-recnrded, sye-witness sccocunts,
“ne of these if of & blueprinting ~f the Tellas trazedy, by 7 lesder ot g
viclous oubfit wiwi which the entmepsaneur with tfhe wrrfars tsohniues had
&n 1intimate rels iicoebip. “e had personml koownledge of cne oF the four plots
by thls outilt to kill JFX cf whick 1 %row, from offielnl Yut su-rnressed
evlidence. Isrhips the unpublishobility ¢ tooks is, in thie context, more
e88ily uaderstod.

Chonks far your £fUrrt, Yey 1t susceed.

inceraly,

Hareld Waisters
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NRA Shoots
BackatAd
Opposttw_n

By Charles N wodemus

! cmcuo Dauy News Servxce it

Members ‘of the ' powerfull
National - ‘Rifle: - Assomatlon‘

have started shooting back at

the advertismg age‘ncy that, is|
helping lead a drive for stlfferj
gun control laws, by pressur-

ing clients to' stop using the
agenc;

An article ridiculing the
campaign and listing . seven
eccounts held by the agency,
North Advertising of Chicagoa,
is carried in the current issue
of the -NRA magazme, Amen-
can " Rifteman, "

Since the article’s appear-
ance, letters have started flpw-
ing'in -to "all seven chen’rs
named inh the article.

Generally, they either urge

the firm to sever its connec-|

tion with North, or warn that
the writer is discontinuing use
of the firm’s product and will
urge others to do so because
it is one of North’s clients. -

Shortly after the assassina-
tion of Sen. Robert F. Ken-
nedy, North staffers prepared

—as a public service—a set of|

six advertisements for use in
all media, pressing for prompt

passage of new Federal fm'e

arms legislation.

" The key slogan urged read-

ers to “Write your Senator .

while you stlll have a Sen- ;

am »

"The industry’s magazine,|;
Advertlsing Age, volunteered)?

o distribute the ads firee. It
has since met requests for. the

‘material from more than 700 %
mewspapers, nhational  maga-|¥

d

See GUNS, F2,Col. 1

“though these people have ap-

GUNS, From F1

zines, radio and TV stations
and ‘other interested parties.
Commenting on the counter-
attack by the NRA, the lead-|,

ing lobby against gun controls,
North President Donald Na.
thanson said:

“We will not be inﬁmjdated
end ‘I doubt that any of our|’
saccounts will be either, al-

parently wrrmten to every one
of them.” .

Emacks of McCarthy

‘ Nathanson said the poison
pen approach “is exactly the
same blacklist and boycott
techique used in the witch-| .
hunting era of (Sen. Joseph)| -
Mcthy, back inthe early}"
50s.” :
. Nathanson, a direcbor of the
American Association of Ad-
vertising Agemcies and chair-
man- of its Ethics Committee,
said “We believe firms in our
Jindustry have a right, a public
sresponsibility,” to take stands
on issues facing. the country.

“Wene not namby-pamby
and: our clients know it he
sald. “This kind of cheap retal-
lation will not deter us or any
other agency, I'm sure.” :

The office of Ashley Halsey
Jr., editor of the American
Rifleman and author of its
article on th e ad campaign,
said Halsey was out of towm
and ~unavailable to .explain
why a list of North's clients
thad been included in the story.

‘Vicious at Worst

But another officlal at NRA
headquarters in Washlngbon
stated candidly: -

“We consider those ads
misleading at best and vicious
at worst. One of them even
says. that guns are just for
killing—which, of course, is
ridiculous.

“By listing North’s clients;
we believe we provided a serv-
ice to NRA members, identify-
ing the companies that would
retain an outfit ike North.

One ‘North client, a promi-
mnent penmaker, received one
of its products in - the mail,
with a note saying the pen
worked fine—but the writer
would never use that brand
®gain as long as its ad agency
persisted - in _the gun law
eampaign, .

North, known as one of the -
more innovative agencies in
the trade handlae gitrh moinew,
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ir. Donesld Kethsnson, I'res.
Horth Advertid ng
Earehondlize kart Flaze
Shoecego, E1le

Dear Mr. Nathssson,

The Chilrib News Service atory in todey's ¥sshington "Post”
impels this let:ar, which must bepin with the haertiact congratuletions
ond sincarest thonts £o° whud you have unnderteken to do nbout gun centrols,
It 4o not often todoy thas snyone undertakes s hezurdous public aservice,
less often when 2 buziness subject to reprissl dees it. 7o urs 2ll in your
debt, I regret I am in » bat<er nositi-n 4hat moot o understsand vwhat oun
happren to you,

4 heve written rmore on thke Eenredy cesassginstions then euycens
elsa, hsd to be my o'n publisher, :-nd huive 5 nuctber of urnpublished bud
exciting mrnuseripts that msy nover be publi:shed,

chould you over want to ge further into the Hetional Rifle
Association, perhsps I een h=lp you, I'Q want ol Sohe years &go, £s v young
writer, I wes interested in th- native fuscist orgenizetion. This wes then
even less pop.ler then it is tcodey, (Perentheticsily, 1 tell you they slsc have
s broad involvement in the redeni{ zssassinotions, includin- $h- most entl-~
Semitic,.) We heve moved four tines in the intervening 30 yewsrs, tut sorevwhere I
heve o coneidorebtle emount con tha NRA, 1te sonrectlion with such gproups end, it
I sam not miastaken, a conrestion with one or ncye rishtist Mexiesn rewclut ons
or fascist goeups. '

I believe 1% will e impossible to do_anything sbout mesmingful gun
controla without tsckling smeriesn fsscism, snl fear you csnnot afiord thut,
However, going along with this merketing of guns’to the meet irresponsibla
elements of ~ur soziety, ther. is slss ¢ rather nowel publishing onterprise
thot sell sll the toehricues of guerills wapfare, - have it in one of my un~
publizhed m:nusoripts, a bock on th. three esses instionsz, with 2m encrmous
smount of thae suprres-ed eviiornne, including tspe-reccordsd, oys-vitness sccounts,
One of these 1f of s blusprinting of the Dxllaz tragsdy, by 2 lezder of o
vielcus cutfit wits whick the entsepeansur with tho verfere techai ues kbad
an intimste relati~nabip, e h-d ps-zonsl %oonnledge of one of tho four plots
by thicz outfit $o ki1l JFK of which I kcow, from ofifeinl but au;-ressed
evidence, achare the unpublishadilisy of books is, in this context, meore
angily undsrstecd.

Thanks fopr your 2ffort, “ay 1t zuccesd,

3incersly,

Harold “eistarg



