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•"!= 
con- into a brief discourse on Panama-
traf- nian history and atternpted to ex- 
for- plain why Panamanians like to par-

ever ty. 
t im- 	He accused the. U.S. government 
h the of masterminding the assassination 

of his predecesSor; Gen. Omar TOr-
rijos, of plotting' to kill the gam  
shah of Iran while he was in Panaota„. 
and of wanting  -Noriega hi nose f 
hunted down and killed. 

Much of the former general's; 
speech focused on his anger at B 
whom he repeatedly referred tilts, 
George. Herbert Walker Bush; .aoe■ 

See •NORIEGA, A4, Col. 1 
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and 

wan-
hich 

efer-
nton 
pped 

Prosecutors Myles Makin', Her 

which ended in April with hi 
viction on eight counts of dru 

racketeering, th Picking and  
mer Panamanian dictator 
took the witness stand. He 
passive and stone-faced throu 
proceedings. 

But today, Noriega stepped 
rn the lecte in his full dress Pa 

Defense Forces uniform, bl 
kiss to his three daughter 
launched into an animated but 
dering  three-hour speech, 
was translated and included 
ences to the Bible, Hillary C 
and Socrates. Noriega also d 
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MIAMI, July 10—Former Pan-
amanian leader Manuel Antonio No-
riega was sentenced today to 40 
years in prison on drug  and rack-
eteering charges, but not before he 
accused President Bush of being a 
lying  bully and a mass murderer. 

U.S. District Judge William M. 
Hoeveler ordered Noriega, who 
addressed the court in Spanish for 
nearly three hours, to be held tem-
porarily at the Metropolitan Cor-
rectional Center south of Miami. 
This will allow Noriega's defense 
attorneys time to argue that No-
riega is a prisoner of war and thus 
should be sent not to a federal pen-
itentiary, but to a military POW 
camp. 

Because Noriega committed his 
crimes before 1987, he was sen-
tenced under more lenient guide-
lines, which means he may be eli-
gible for parole in 10 years. It is not 
yet known where Noriega will serve 
his time, although some sources 
associated with the case expected 
that Noriega will go a maximum-se-
curity prison, such as the one lo-
cated in Marion, Ill. 

Lead defense attorney Frank Ru-
bino said he expected that Noriega, 
58, would be in prison until he is 
83—"if he lives that long." 

Rubino said he had expected the 
lengthy sentence. Prosecutors had 
asked that Noriega be sentenced 
120 years; Rubino had asked that 
Noriega be returned to Panama to 
stand trial there on murder and cor-
ruption charges. 

Since Noriega has already served 
21/2 years in jail, he could appear 
before a parole board in January 
2000, 10 years after 27,000 U.S. 
troops invaded Panama and cap-
tured the former general. There 
were 23 American soldiers and an 
estimated 500 Panamanians killed 
in the brief conflict. 

During his seven-month trial, 
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'Z- N
oriega's belief that he w

as indicted 
for crim

es he did not com
m

it because 
.'-he refused to yield to B

ush or form
er 

president R
onald R

eagan. 
n

'an
am

a w
as n

ot in
vad

ed
 b

e- 
' -aim

 of th
e can

al or d
an

ger to th
e 

lives of A
m

ericans," N
oriega said. 

"Panam
a w

as invaded because I w
as 

an obstacle to P
resident B

ush, w
ho 

preferred m
e dead." 

N
oriega said that B

ush had lied" 
to the P

anam
anian people w

hen he 
told them

 the U
nited States w

ould 
pay for dam

ages from
 the invasion. 

A
nd he labeled B

ush a bully "w
hose 

chest 	
w

elled up w
hen he said he w

as 
putting a price on m

y head of $1 m
il-

lion dollars." Finally, N
oriega accused 

B
ush of "genocide" of innocent Pan-

' am
anians and com

pared the B
ush 

adm
inistration's alleged use of "prop-

' aganda" to that used by the N
azis. 

N
oriega said that in M

ay 1988 he 
w

as offered
 a d

eal b
y sen

ior U
.S

. 
officials, w

ho he claim
ed w

ould have 
dropped the drug trafficking indict-
m

ents against him
 in return for his 

prom
ise to leave P

anam
a. 

T
h

is, N
oriega said

, w
ou

ld
 th

en
 

have allow
ed the R

eagan-B
ush ad-

m
inistration to 'install "a puppet gov-

ernm
ent" in P

anam
a. T

his friendly 
governm

ent w
ould have perm

itted 
U

.S. forces to rem
ain in Panam

a and 
have let the U

nited States continue 
to control the Panam

a C
anal long  af-

ter 2000, the year P
resident Jim

m
y 

C
arter had agreed to relinquish op-

eration of the canal to Panam
a. 

N
oriega said he w

as captured and 
tried because he "w

ould not sell" his 
cou

n
try to R

eagan
 or B

u
sh

, w
h

o 
w

anted a P
anam

anian leader w
ho 

w
as 

"subm
issive, dependent and  

subservient." H
e added, "T

his 'no' 
is the reason w

hy I am
 here today." 

H
oeveler, how

ever, told N
oriega 

th
at th

e reason
 h

e w
as in

 fed
eral 

court in M
iam

i today w
as because 

he w
as indicted of drug charges and 

found guilty by a jury. 
"P

olitics w
as not part of this case, 

and should not be part of it," H
oeve-

ler said. "W
hat happened outside 

th
e fou

r corn
ers of th

is case is 
som

ebody else's burden, not m
ine." 

B
ush, in a statem

ent issued from
 

his vacation hom
e in K

ennebunk-
port, M

aine, called N
oriega's sen-

tence "a fitting punishm
ent for drug 

crim
es that have harm

ed all A
m

er- 
icans. 

B
u

sh
 said

 th
at th

e D
ecem

b
er 

1989 U
.S. invasion "freed the peo-

ple of P
anam

a from
 a brutal tyran-

ny; the sentence handed dow
n to-

day dem
onstrates that it also led to 

the conviction and just punishm
ent 

of an
 u

n
rep

en
tan

t d
ru

g crim
in

al. 
F

or that, A
m

ericans and 'our allies 
have reason to be proud." 

U
.S. A

ttorney M
ichael Sullivan 

characterized N
oriega's speech as "a 

farce" and the Panam
anian's various 

charges "a figm
ent of his im

agina- 
tion." 	

- 
In

d
eed

, th
e trial seem

ed
 to en

d
 

m
uch as it began, w

ith m
any refer-

ences to dirty dealing by the R
ea-

gan and B
ush adm

inistrations but 
little con

crete evid
en

ce of w
ron

g-
doing. N

oriega asked, for exam
ple, 

w
hy there w

as no evidence allow
ed 

about his m
eetings w

ith form
er C

IA
 

director W
illiam

 J. C
asey, but N

o-
riega said nothing about w

hat those 
m

eetin
gs en

tailed
. N

oriega at-
tack

ed
 h

is accu
sers, m

an
y d

ru
g 

dealers w
ho had cut deals w

ith the 
governm

ent prosecutors, as liars. 

H
is com

m
ents about B

ush could 
n

ot h
ave b

een
 m

ore p
erson

al. A
t 

one point, N
oriega held up a letter 

he said B
ush had addressed to him

. 
A

t another, he w
aved a photograph 

of him
self and the president, asking 

H
oeveler sarcastically w

hy so m
any 

top
 U

.S
. officials, in

clu
d

in
g top

-
ranking m

em
bers of the D

rug E
n-

forcem
ent A

gency, had consorted 
w

ith a drug dealer. 
B

u
t p

rosecu
tors said

 N
oriega 

failed to defend him
self. "D

ue to his 
overw

eening pride and arrogance, he  

m
erely vented his spleen," Sullivan 

said. "It w
as he w

ho subjected so 
m

any others to terror and injustice." 
N

oriega's attorneys said they w
ill 

ap
p

eal th
e con

viction
; th

at cou
ld

 
take as long as four years. N

oriega 
is still under indictm

ent on m
arijua-

na sm
uggling charges. U

.S. attor-
n

ey
s sa

id
 th

ey
 w

ere "
p

ressin
g
 

ahead" on that trial in T
am

pa. 

Staff w
riter A

nn D
evroy in 

K
ennebunkport contributed to this 

report 


