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Secret plans com
e out in diary 

R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o
n
's secret p

lan
 to

 
in

filtrate an
d

 in
cite o

p
p

o
n

en
ts o

f 
his V

ietnam
 W

ar policy —
 to m

ake 
th

em
 ap

p
ear v

io
len

t, u
n
p
atrio

tic, 
e
v
e
n
 a

n
ti-A

m
e
ric

a
n
 ra

d
ic

a
ls -

reach
ed

 its p
iq

u
e in

 C
alifo

rn
ia o

n
 

th
e n

ig
h

t o
f O

ct. 2
9

. 1
9

7
0

. 
D

a
te

lin
e
. S

a
n

 Jo
se

: R
o

c
k

s 
S

m
a
sh

 W
in

d
o
w

s o
f P

re
sid

e
n
t's 

M
o

to
rc

a
d

e
: A

n
ti-W

a
r P

ro
te

st 
T

u
rn

s U
g

ly
. 

N
ow

 w
e are learning a big chunk 

o
f th

e real sto
ry

. It co
m

es fro
m

 
'T

h
e H

ald
em

an
 D

iaries," m
eticu

l-
o

u
sly

 reco
rd

ed
 an

d
 p

o
sth

u
m

o
u

sly
 

published by N
ixon's chief of staff. 

H
.R

. (B
o
b
) H

ald
em

an
. 

I actu
ally

 h
eard

 th
e rest o

f th
e 

sto
ry

 th
e
 n

ig
h
t it h

a
p
p
e
n
e
d
, in

 
1

9
7

0
. R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n

 to
ld

 m
e. (H

e 
d
id

n
't m

ean
 to

. b
u
t h

e d
id

.) T
o
d
ay

. 
a m

ere q
u
arter-cen

tu
ry

 late, w
e 

can
 fin

ally
 p

iece to
g
eth

er w
h
at re-

ally
 h

ap
p
en

ed
 in

 th
at co

n
fro

n
ta-

tio
n
al fin

ale to
 a m

id
term

 electio
n
 

cam
p
aig

n
 th

at d
iv

id
ed

 o
u
r n

atio
n
. 

F
irst, w

e
 m

u
st n

o
te

 N
ix

o
n
's 

m
in

d
se

t: H
e
 w

o
rrie

d
 th

a
t m

o
d

-
erate A

m
erican

s. in
creasin

g
ly

 d
is-

illu
sio

n
e
d

 w
ith

 th
e
 w

a
r. w

o
u

ld
 

sy
m

p
ath

ize w
ith

 an
ti-w

ar effo
rts. 

S
o
, H

ald
em

an
 rev

eals, N
ix

o
n
 p

lo
t-

ted
 h

is p
o
litics-o

f-d
iv

isio
n
 —

 an
 

in
sig

h
t o

v
erlo

o
k
ed

 in
 th

e recen
t 

eu
lo

g
y

 g
u

sh
 ab

o
u

t a N
ix

o
n

 w
h

o
 

v
o
w

ed
 to

 "B
rin

g
 U

s T
o
g
eth

er." 

"S
ept. 12, 1970: A

t C
am

p D
avid 

... (T
he president) has several plots 

h
e w

an
ts h

atch
ed

. O
n

e to
 in

filtrate 
. C

o
m

m
o
n
 C

au
se (th

e recen
tly

 
form

ed public interest group), deal 
an

d
 n

eed
le th

em
 an

d
 try

 to
 p

u
sh

 
th

em
 to

 left. ... 
"N

e
x
t, (c

re
a
te

) a
 fro

n
t th

a
t 

so
u

n
d

s lik
e S

D
S

 (th
e rad

ical S
tu

-
d

en
ts fo

r a D
em

o
cratic S

o
ciety

) to
 

su
p
p
o
rt th

e
 D

e
m

o
c
ra

tic
 c

a
n
d
i-

d
ates an

d
 p

raise th
eir lib

eral re-
co

rd
s. etc., p

u
b
licize th

eir 'b
ad

' 
q
u
o
tes in

 g
u
ise o

f p
raise. G

iv
e th

e 
sen

ato
rs a 'rad

iclib
' ratin

g
." 

In S
an Jose, N

ixon took m
atters 

in
to

 h
is o

w
n

 h
an

d
s —

 literally
. 

F
ro

m
 'T

h
e H

ald
em

an
 D

iaries": 
"O

c
t. 2

9
, 1

9
7

0
: ... S

a
n

 Jo
se

 
tu

rn
ed

 in
to

 th
e real b

lo
ck

b
u
ster. 

V
ery

 to
u
g
h
 d

em
o
n
strato

rs sh
o
u
t-

in
g
 ... o

n
 th

e w
ay

 in
to

 th
e au

d
ito

r-
iu

m
. ... W

e w
an

ted
 so

m
e co

n
fro

n
-

tatio
n

 an
d

 th
ere w

ere n
o

 h
eck

lers 
in

 th
e h

all, so
 w

e stalled
 d

ep
artu

re 
a little so

 th
ey

 co
u
ld

 zero
 in

 o
u
t-

sid
e. an

d
 th

ey
 su

re d
id

. ... M
ad

e a 
huge incident and w

e w
orked hard 

to
-cran

k
 it u

p
, sh

o
u

ld
 m

ak
e really

 
m

a
jo

r s
to

ry
 a

n
d
 m

ig
h
t b

e
 

effective." 

N
o
w

 th
e rest o

f th
e sto

ry
: 

N
ix

o
n
 a

id
e
s c

o
n
fe

rre
d
 a

g
i-

ta
te

d
ly

 d
u
rin

g
 th

e
 S

a
n
 Jo

se
 

sp
eech

, w
h
ich

 I co
v
ered

 as N
ew

s-
d
ay

's W
h
ite H

o
u
se co

rresp
o
n
d
en

t. 

 

M
a

rtin
 

S
c
h
ra

m
 

 

S
o

m
eth

in
g

 w
as u

p
. A

fterw
ard

s. I 
h

ead
ed

 to
w

ard
 N

ix
o

n
's lim

o
u

sin
e 

an
d

 sto
o

d
 n

ex
t to

 H
ald

em
an

 an
d

 
d
o
m

estic ad
v
iser Jo

h
n
 E

h
rlich

-
m

an, opting to m
iss the m

otorcade 
to

 th
e airp

o
rt. 

T
h

e cro
w

d
 ch

an
ted

 as N
ix

o
n

 
a
n
d
 G

o
v
. R

o
n
a
ld

 R
e
a
g
a
n
 a

p
- 

p
ro

a
c
h
e
d
. N

ix
o
n
, s

e
e
m

in
g
 

stran
g
ely

 p
leased

, clim
b
ed

 ato
p
 

th
e
 lim

o
 tru

n
k
, th

ru
st h

is a
rm

s 
sk

y
w

ard
. flash

ed
 h

is fam
o
u
s V

-
sig

n
s. H

o
ld

in
g

 th
at tau

n
tin

g
 p

o
se, 

h
e g

ro
w

led
 to

 h
is co

n
fid

an
ts (an

d
 

m
e
) th

ro
u

g
h

 a
 c

le
n

c
h

e
d

-te
e
th

 
sm

ile: 'T
h
at's w

h
at th

ey
 h

ate to
 

se
e
r 

A
s N

ixon's m
otorcade departed. 

n
o
w

-e
n
ra

g
e
d
 d

e
m

o
n
stra

to
rs 

th
re

w
 d

e
b
ris. R

o
c
k
s d

e
n
te

d
 

N
ix

o
n

's lim
o

. sm
ash

ed
 car an

d
 

p
re

ss b
u

s w
in

d
o

w
s. H

a
ld

e
m

a
n

 
n

o
ted

: "R
o

ck
 h

it m
y

 car, d
riv

er h
it 

b
rak

es. car stalled
, car b

eh
in

d
 h

it 
u
s, rath

er scary
. ..." 

A
t th

e airp
o
rt, rep

o
rters tele- 

p
h
o
n
e
d
 b

u
lle

tin
s th

a
t a

n
ti-w

a
r 

p
ro

testers attack
ed

 th
e p

resid
en

t, 
quoting W

hite H
ouse officials say-

in
g
 N

ix
o
n
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 w

a
v
in

g
 

frien
d
ly

 "V
-sig

n
s" to

 su
p
p
o
rters. 

F
ro

m
 an

 au
d
ito

riu
m

 p
h
o
n
e, I d

ic-
tated the real story to m

y N
ew

 Y
ork 

n
e
w

sp
a
p
e
r, d

e
sc

rib
in

g
 N

ix
o
n
's 

tau
n
t an

d
 h

is q
u
o
te. H

elp
fu

l ed
i-

to
rs read

 to
 m

e w
ire serv

ice b
u
lle-

tin
s: th

e m
islead

in
g
 W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

sp
in

 w
as accep

ted
 as g

o
sp

el. S
o

 I 
h
ailed

 th
e first car I saw

, p
aid

 th
e 

d
riv

er $
5

0
. an

d
 arriv

ed
 at th

e air-
p

o
rt b

arely
 b

efo
re th

e p
ress p

lan
e 

d
o
o
r clo

sed
. O

n
 b

o
ard

. I b
o
rro

w
ed

 
th

e stew
ard

ess' m
icro

p
h

o
n

e an
d

 
shared m

y "exclusive" w
ith m

y col-
le

a
g

u
e
s (a

s p
re

sid
e
n

tia
l a

id
e
s 

fu
m

ed
) —

 co
m

p
lete w

ith
 N

ix
o
n
's 

"T
h

at's w
h

at th
ey

 h
ate to

 sect" 
H

a
v

o
c
 e

n
su

e
d

. N
ix

o
n

 a
id

e
s 

called
 fo

r th
e p

lan
e to

 tak
e o

ff: b
u

t 
th

e rep
o
rters ju

m
p
ed

 u
p
. raced

 to
 

th
e
 p

h
o
n
e
s a

n
d
 c

h
a
n
g
e
d
 th

e
ir 

rep
o
rts. 

F
or all their anger, W

hite H
ouse 

o
fficials n

ev
er d

en
ied

 th
at N

ix
o

n
 

u
ttered

 th
at rev

ealin
g
 q

u
o
te. P

er-
h
ap

s th
ey

'd
 seen

 th
at I w

as clev
er 

en
o
u
g
h
 to

 b
e carry

in
g
 m

y
 tru

sty
 

tap
e reco

rd
er in

 m
y

 h
an

d
. 

W
h

at N
ix

o
n

 aid
es d

id
n

't k
n

o
w

 
(an

d
 I n

ev
er b

o
th

ered
 to

 m
en

tio
n

) 
w

a
s th

a
t I h

a
d
n
't b

e
e
n
 c

le
v
e
r 

e
n
o
u
g
h
 to

 tu
rn

 o
n
 m

y
 tru

sty
 

m
ach

in
e. 


