A" BIZARRE combination
of moral blindness and polit
ical - unrealism has charac:

Indo-Pak erisis by the Nixon
administration, Even so, the
immune - from  the 'tonse- ~
quences of this folly:"

For with the Communist
world divided, almost noth-
ing that happens in South
Asia ~can adversely. affect
American security in a seri. .
ous way. But similar folly in
other areas could well blow
the President's hupes for a
generation of peace,”" '

The present round of trou. -

back to_the.declslon made .
by the Pakistan government
in mid-March to suppress by
force the peparatist move.

ment in East Bengal. The re.

* moral crime on the grand
scale. Huhdreds of thou.
sands of Innocent people
were murdered by Pakistanl

troops, 'and. millions - were -

forced acrogs -the-. border
into India as re!ugaes

Moreover; . the decision
was not onf,v a crime, it was
a blunder, With'its govern.
ment .and forces céntered in
the - western part.of the .
country, Pakistan was una- .
ble to sustain repression a
thousand miles away in East
Betigal. Among the refugees *
in~:Indla, there began to
grow up an insurgency force -
—the Mukti Bahini—deter-
mined. fo separate East Ben- -
gal from Pakistan in a new.
nation to be called Bangla
Desh. :

THESE dwelopmeutu
presented a golden opportu-
nity to Indlan nationalists
eager to settle old scores
with Pakistan once and for
all. They had rebuiit their
army since the debac’e of
the war. w.th China in 1962,
and.
could whip' Pakistan in an
ail-out’. encuunter Thus se-
cure, they saw in the East
Bengal gituation an opportu-
nity to put, gtaaduy Increas- s

“Ing pressure on . tan.

e

G

To. that end they zsrmed +

and. .tralned :the: iunurgeutr
East: Bengall forces...They .

hard:.
brought their own armies up ,quastiqnp ‘the ;Nixun ndmjn- g

to the frontier of P
They:were: thuractm

“havior, ‘Hence, the willing

ness to let ‘military. "‘“"--'-"ffmnt. of the Third World?:
D

®sult of that declsion was __-Bangal Bot under way,

 blooded logie driving

«.dlans towards war, |
‘administration did not a)
“truly heavy pressire on . lk
~istan for an openin

.Inin! less than a

were. confident they
,Commlmiat R'g’ Two
. dominated tha ‘Unlxed Na-u 1

A% 8 ;\}l self, Wﬂn‘rthe  admin

"At fhat point the United"
Btates auu had some lever-

: "'ua. This uouutrv 15 the -
terized the. handling of the "

malnstay’ ‘of ‘ the Interna.’
‘tional uroupr that provide.

fore nl.id critical to the de.
United States *1s ‘relatively o 3ioat t3

velopent of both India and

" Pakistan, lnd “there was an

obvious way to avert the de-:.

veloping trouble, That wasto .
"have President Yahys Kahn

of Pnklmm .open negotla.
tlons with tho West Bengall -
leader, Mujib, Rahmn. who

.- had. been . jailed back 1n

Mll‘oh. s y T
thinaton

‘enormity’ of Pakistan's be.-,

parts go there for months -
‘after the massdcres of Eut 5

Nelther was  th tdml
iatrauo:rale:t to .ﬁt ' colds
ol

u i

of neﬁt-l .

tlations between., . pident

.~ ‘Yahya ‘and Shelk ‘Mujib— 1
.inot

even - after * Prime .
Minister Indira Gandhl of
Indla, visited Wlsh.lngton |

‘and named that al l prlca q

for peace, "¢ 0
WITHWASHIH

the negotiating front, Mrs‘.s

“Gandhl ‘had little reason to {
“control * the: 'Indlan hawks.’

Slowly
they” ‘applied  pressure

and ¢ deuberately, |

around Pakistan's borders.
In the end, Pakistan felt
obliged to respond with
what is how open warfare,
» Containing .the fighting .
now devolves upon ths other -
great powers. in the area— '
the Russians who are back-

.ing the, Indians;" and the -
Ch'™ese who supoort Pakl. -

stan, The duel bstween the
thus,

t'ons. dgbateﬁ and whatever:
" the result. (and themost™
1ikely, outcome is for'a new .

not cayse. pny sertous tr,
ble for,thh

+ istratipn should b be askingits' :

kind ' of escort force. nio::ﬂ.astinﬂnnd and deaf to the

owing: incursiops by. theJ; .
gsmgenw against the Pakl- - Pakimhn? Didn’t the admin- '
< ndstraﬂon mhulculate '\bhat

j'

stamsl h: East Bengai.l;‘.

erimes eommttted ‘by! :‘“

ri R e i

“never sensitive to the mornl ﬂclﬂti“ by 'nll

ble. in the subcontinent goes .- W
.i_‘roll should this- uouniﬁv

‘ v"wurld? oS

' '\i’

Banglay Desh. state) it. wﬂlk

India would do? Weren't |
both. then .{udm'?ntl an -xo

-pregsion  of . President: Nlﬂo--:
_on's personal prejudices and |
‘preferencés?  Werén't ‘these
-personal _Inclinations enor: .
mouuly w-muga bcqam of

cnuldn't slich A W pery
tormance. yleld s serious tron- b
“ble {n. coming ericounters .
“with the cummunllt glants?
Evan lf thn United State ll F

the worst difs

division m'
hat

the southern’ oon-"

the Cummunllt world,
g in
this. countw want tnr_

ver {0 mp tron dnnd |
mes..
Eltln Amﬂe{fhat make up

the plllars. of  the “1331'". ;

n u'n. llubmhu u-n lvuaiem
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