
India would do? Weren't 
both these judgments an ex. 
preseion• of President Nix-
on's personal prejudices and 
preferences? Weren't thole 
personal inclinettons 
mousely welgitied beeause of 
the emasculation of • the 
State Department? 

More. important Atilt are 
some '-long-range -.questions,. 
Couldn't Mich a woeful pera 
formance yield serious Won,  
ble in coming erieounters 
with the Communist giants? 
liven if the United !States is 
insulated from the worst dl!. 
ficulties' by the division in 
the Communist world,.what 
role should this country be 
playing in the southernaion. 
tinenta of the Third World? 
Does this country want for-
ever to be the. patron of re-
gimes . in AO, Africa and 
Latin America' that make up 
the pillars of the unfree 
world? 
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A BIZARRE combination 
of moral blindness and pont-
ical unrealism has chirac-
terized the. handling of the 
Irtdo-Pak crisis by the Nixon 
administration, Even so, the 
United' 'States 'is relatively 
immune from the 6ohie-
quences of this folly; 

For with the Communist 
world divided, almost noth-
ing that happens in South 
Asia can adversely affect 
Ainerican security in a seri-
ous way. But similar folly in 
other areas could well blow 
the Peesident's hopes for a 
generation of peace. 

The present round of trou-
ble- in the subcontinent goes 
back to ,the decision made 
by the Pakistan government 
in mid-March to suppress by 
force the separatist move-
ment in East Bengal. The re. 

v'sult of that decision was 
moral crime on the grand 
scale. Hulidrede of thou-
sands of innocent people 
were murdered by Pakistani 
troops, • and millions were 
forced across the . , border 
into India as refugees. 

Moreover, the decision 
was not only a crime, it was 
a blunder. With its govern-
ment and forces centered in 
the western part of the 
country, Pakistan was una-
ble to ,sustain repression a 
thousand miles away in East 
Bengal. Among the refugees 
in:••lndia, there began to 
grow up an insurgency force 
—the Mukti Bahini—deter-
mined to separate East Ben-
gal from Pakistan in a new 
nation to be called Bangle 
Desh. 

THESE developments 
presented a golden opportu-
nity to Indian nationalists 
eager to settle old scores 
with Pakistan once and for 
all. They had rebulit their 
army since the debac'e of 
the war. w.th  China in 1962, 
and. were confident they 
could whip Pakistan in an 
aliaout encounter. Thus se-
cure, they saw in the Eait 
Bengal situation an opportu-
nity. to put steadily increas-
ing pressure on Pakistan. 

To. that end they armed 
and trained, the . insurgent 
East Bengali forces. . They 
brought their own armies up 
to the frontier of Pakistan. 
They were-thus acting as a 
kind. of escort force for 
growing incursioes by the 
insurgents against the Paki-
stanis in East Bengal.. 

At that point the United 
States still had some lever-
age, This country is the 
mainstay of the interns• 
tional groupir that provide 
foreign aid critical to the de-
velopment of both India and 
Pakistan, an&there Was an 
avian* way to avert the de- 
veloping trouble. That was to 

'have President Yahya Kuhn 
of Pakistan open negotia. 
Hone with the West Bengali 
leader, Mujib Rahman, who 
had been sailed back in 
March, 

But Washington Wag 
never sensitive to the moral 
enormity of Pakistan's be-
havior. Hence, the willing-
ness to let military spare 
parts go there for months 
after the massacres of East 
Bengal got under way, 

Neither was the •admin. 
situation' alert to the cold. 
blooded logic driving the In. 
dims towards war. Thus the 
administration did not antflY 
truly heavy pressure on Pak-
istan for an opening of nego-
tiations between President 
Yahya and Sheik Mujib-
not even after Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi of 
India , visited Washington 
and named that as a price 
for peace. 	• 

WITHWASHINGTON 
going less than all-out on 
the negotiating front, Mrs. 
Gandhi had little reason to 
control the 'Indian hawks. 
Slimly.  and deliberately, 
they applied pressure 
around Pakistan's borders. 
In the end, Pakistan felt 
obliged to respond with 
what is now open warfare. 

Containing the fighting 
now devolves upon the other 
great powers . in the area—
the Russians who are back-
ing the, Indians; and the 
Cleaese who supnort Paki-
stan. The duel b^tween the 
Communist .13'g Two thus 
dominated th' Ureted Na-
Tons clebate, ,  and whatever 
the result (and the most 
likely outcome is for a new 
Bangles Desk state) it will 
not cause any serious trou-
hie for this country,.• 

SOIL,  there are some hard 
questions the Nixon admin-
istration should be tskinget: 
self. Wasn't the administra-: 
tion blind and deaf to the 
moral .  crimes committed by • 
Paklsthn? Didn't the admin- 
•istration .miscalculate what 
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