1/21/72

bear howurd,

from the noment i licurd of nixon's budget wessage 1 got others of ub own. provably
if i cowld have used both hand i would hawve done with that one tidias souetling lice what
you saw on the gulf of tonkin notuse when tids was delayed and other things of what to
e were of a consistent naturc, in t at terrible coluness of the scerct ven. papers called
other sigwls. then the blood in tlic old fire horse started coursiigg, but the do.r didn't
open, closed by o thuub! then i thought well, houward has ny old ven. papers and, whether
or not at the tiwe it is possible, i would like hiw to do his thesis on gone aspect that
sill never be cuvered adequately, so do a few notes analyzing what this wmay portend for
idm, at that,too, 1 could not get to. o i have ih  d a variant. i begin it was o windup
as ungubtle as victor lasid's.

unles: colleges h:ve chimged much, they teach fucts not analysis. why not do more
than you have by wuy of analysis, thinking in odda times, like welldng {rom class to classY
see how nuch of what hapoens in the world you can come to unticipate in one way or another.
i think that if you camiot, with the fine equionent with which you beygin, hit it ri ht on
the batton, if you practise this you will find that you will, pretty consistently, bLe in
the court. and one of the by-products as you increasc in age will be o kind on instinetive
or spontaneous analysis that, with practise, will grow more dependable because of the
understanding you will come to acquire, sometliing you will not need to go %o bou:ss for
and cannot get there until after the factz.

if you would like to formalize this more, begin with the budget message, ask your-
gelf is this a sumgl and if it is, of what and, in the very special condext it has, if you
see one, vwhat is its very special signale n.w you can look back, znd becuase you keep nore
current with developuents than nmost, ask yourself was it followed by another. i tldnk it
was and avoid telling you what i think it is so you will think independently. it was
not neces.ary bubl adds dimension, as i sec it. from the budget nessage alone L eupocted
much of what has since hapaneds the one thing i did not expect has o nuuber of purtse. 1
hed no inkling of the sccret "negotiations", nor did i anticipate that nizon would go on
tv (perhsps because i did not stop to thinl it throush, for with lhdm it should have been
wore obvious thafi with any other)e. and i would not have dreamed that he would coruiit so
flagrant a breach of practise in disclosing the secrets of another country.

i1f this exercise inte:,vsts you and if you have the time, imay not be able to tuke the
time to punch a critigue out letter as a time lile this, but i can talk it into a ta.e
recorder for youe i think one of the resulis can be an interesting chapter ol & bock or
thesis years hence in which you can show how easy it was to sec ahead and to understand
pert of the future before it caue. 4

while what can fairly be called maturity came earlier with you, you still haee
accunulated only 18 years, and only a small percentage of the part that can be culled
of maturity can have be.n devoted to the past in a way that could provide you with soue of
the raw naterial thot should be helpfuls i therefore take a liberty on inflliet view that
you can sccept or reject, it is far from enough to understand tha nixon is dirty or tricky.
you have to understand the man better and how he gees with the forees around him., he is one
of the least impinative, most stereotyped of men, and i thiok gloria steinem dif more than
mull a good line., he is an inproviser, a copier. in fact, he still tries to copy some of
john lkemuedy's .pccial rhetorice. but he is more —or worse —than sick and crooked, i can
recall no man ever in our public life as com:letely without scruple or principle, this is
his greatest and close to only politiveal asset. it is the one thing that made it possible
Tor him to be president. his character is not flawed by a single asset of decencye. in his
first cazpaign for offiee he did ps dirty a thing as has even becn done, culling a concerned
liber:d wroman a little ahead og her hew=deal time, melvyn douglas' wife helen gahagan a
comwnurist for espuasing things we have long cince passed in considering thep the rights of
all or the necds of the countrye. his un-smericon comiitee and what he did on and with it are
not neve. it vas werely the repetition of what was preceeded by martin dies who, in turn,
copied Irou uccormick, the recent majority leader, and his associate, a congres:man
dicksteib. it is dies who took the step away from the past, who abandoned the exposure



of nazis and such, including the native Tascisto, lilk. the Idan, i plunned o book on dies
and had it regcorchod whon ¢l time or fipst he ar anc then the hollyiood ten cuac. one
night a former associate brousht on. of i ten to my hon o BOTTOW SO of Wy iile. for
thoir defense, L Hever got a agingle Puge ol then baclse b tucen i T i whnt 4 lon. the
lawyers for trade—union Lliaders for the deionse ol thedr ¢li mto, I nover $0t anytldng:
back and the rese peh Wi gitteds but nixon adued nething:, he repoated, onlys .ith al 1ittle
concern for aytidng but i own advancenant as man can hawe,

when he was a scnator and rumdng for v, Pey he was cuight in erduinality, plain sraf't,
taldng noney illegully, ike almost went crazy in thig ineredibl e and choup stupidity, souio-
thing that Lad no precedent in a presidonticl Claipaign, but nixon rose o tlie occasion with
his ingnm oms checkers speech, i think cooker up bt p.. . non murray chotiner and becaue
the first man to hide behind the fuzz of a w Ty small « . ;, it vworked, und you can be sure
he leamed, it woulq hwe ruined any man who had any hwsan atiribute other than ap roxinate
form. and during this tiue he wag capable of saying anything pbout anything, should you )
ever be interested in this aspect, a former friend of miie who in g slightly earlier (radio)
day had been a top cbs Coirespondent, wrote a book on ite 1 have for otien the title. he
is bill costello,

when nixon was vice press i was f arming, one of Ly custoners run & Cotdtie. for hin,
he sot & dozen of Ly very fanciest birds as g &£t for nixon, now they were unusual enough
for ma:ie eisenhoyer to do dovn to the dulles (joln) kitchen and agikc bertha the cook where
she got such larvelous fowl, for one eXample, but not enough for dick or hig vife ever to
say thanks or ever o have one of the nul titudinous secretaries to tyve a short notes he is
that kind af inhuman, when he pan for vep. an old friend of 1il1' whi i also knew, then
not in need and having retired fron having becn secretary to hiram Johnson, & calif,
republican (and cinservative) senator, was talked into talkdng tids Job with nixon for the
Canpaig. it was hep devotion to the party that persuaded her. she ‘even then so hated
nizon that che nade it clear it would be for the caupaimn o0ily and absolutely refused 4o
enjoy a bite of the fruit of sugeess, does tj.s give you an idea of the intensity of dige
like he can inspire within his oun politieal circles asong the fe. who are decent?

i have to stup niw 4o set on with the day's necds, l've gotten 1il up, ete,

but i tak: time fop what i think you will understand ig neither a lecture nop a boast,
i think you Lay have heard ne say that what i have been able to do that others have not
is 10t so much & credit to me as it is a Measure of the deficiencies of others. i do not
use this as a falge nodesty. take it setiously, literally. take the most recent eXanple,
being the ohly one who foresaw the current probley with the kennedy materi.l, learning
that cyril had applied merely Tfrightened me because he had not.told me an it had worse
Potential with hin, i had anticipated t, s nuch #arlior and sent lunp a subtle (afe Proposal
to whic he had not-and o tigs day has not-responded, actually, i blunderer, i should not
have forgotten, and i dide if i had not, i wigjt have, b pereistence, dx At nged a betier
sltuation than we nou have.my padint here is that once your ming starts analytic.l Tunetioning
it enjoye it and does it of'ten Spontaueously. so, let it torn the halit,

this is un exceptionally good year for such ofiort because of the problems aud the
bPersonalities, 1 diguest tha you include the deviocrats, and i Hve you on. clue, in .y
view, from wint i have S¢en on tv, not onc of the candidates nade an adcquate respoisc. the
closcat thing to a good answer to mixon's v.n, Speech wai by teddy, if you se. it dids way,
i think it gves ¥ou a good Op.oriunity for an ap.raisal of th field po, the future, i SU -

gest you include +he deal nizon wus taldng about, i1t was not in the early edition of Yesterday's

paper, toe one wo get, but wiet you should lgok Tor is what is not in it, ani I ap absolutely
confident it i redictabl.,fron the Specch alone. he sinply cannot have included it, for if
he had ncet the Teasonably and :dnimun condition: of the other side it uould be all oveT,

and {that, espec.ally with the economic situation, he ¢ ot survive, you will h.ve to find

& persistence in vhgt he lmowe lhas o 1411 any chimee of negotiating: o setileint, and lis is
the continuing: » oblen of having to nuke it secn tha  he ig negotiatin ; wheren  in re.lity

he has to nuee it iupossible, i thinic hi iuprovisation on the priconer issuc is o major
blunder, annviay, don't feel you hav toe I think it wouldb. sood for vou. best,



