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Dear Js,

You will nover get the true significance of a Nizon State of the Uniog meszage by
reading ite Never! llor by hearing it, if Panifica had an advance copy and the wi%t to
perceive its great werit in time to cancel and air it. Whatcver would have been cancelled
mould not hsve been as inforvatiwe. Although hearings is not ao yood as sesing, 1% remains
better then reading. o

Except the what 1 have come %o oxpect, & parroting of *he JFK rbhtoric. Even spoke,
esch time he exudes I note the JFK rhythm. That it is moarching 4o a differcnt cadence is
not the point, natrually. It is the intended beate.

By the %ime man has been able to rTeach a true nergpective, Nixon will go down in
history (always asswming he will leave us a his'tory) ai Tho Great Imitator. He has
perfectod this new political techaique to the point where he is imitating Mixon. As in
procligning the third, as he did tho sceond and the first, departures feom the norm. (ﬁo,
bafors Congress it is not accepted proctocol to say "yayolutionary”.)

Sonichow there is the warmth of a fat mother't braoast, & feeling of secutity that
comes from a lixon "meszage", an all-enveloping confort, for it is a reaffirmation of all
the veritics of American political life, His prououncements are true dedication %o
Americanism, in the age of film and tape, en encouragement for onc can be coriain that
no singlc outworn cliche, no ancient stereotype, will be forgotten, and thus future
generations will be able %o lmow The America Thoat ¥ag. To think that éne nan, alone and
unassisted except for a flackery of the unimeginative, can resurrect thesc gems from the
pest and with them renew the spirit of the worst of the past, no aingle cliche slightedl
We are The Fortunate Goneratica, for we lmow what those words mean. The neuy generation
lacks this experience., When they hear Peace they think Not War, but we kndaw better. When
they hear Freedom, they tihink no restraint, but what can one expect of callow youth today?
And prosperity? Thess poor omes of today, they nover h.ard of Two Chickens “n Bvery Pote
(Curges! He sloghted that one!)

There never was a President whose face so clearly said that now that T have learned
to lock more like I mean it you know I don t and can't, and its contrived amile, each
lasting just lonz enough and no* foc long, reaffirming true dedication to the totality
of the synthetlc man,

You have to see Nixon deliver to appreciate hime “ook into those eyes that do not smile
when the teeth do. Watch the hand that is emjward in its gestures of friendhip, as it paws
in swiverdness never quite meking it around the neck of an old friend, Or, at least he hecalls
from lon: ago. Perhapa "friend" is dinnapropriate for the mutation of a lMadison Avenue test-
HubCess.Wc have finally found the man of whom it is not possible to say too little goods That
it also is not possible to say too much bad in inadequate, for among those many bad of the
past there was an occasional abberation, a ¥iny fragment of good. But of this onme, it secms
he has succeeded in making it possible for an honest man to say with honor that he can say
nothing good of his President. Uonsidering our history, particularly our recent history,
this is no inconsiderable accomplishmenv.

taken from

There was something in this speech for everybody. Nothing for the poor, phrases/ and
piams of plagiarism for George Wallace to make, evey billions for the war indistries and
the fulsome promige of new careers for the makers of warse All the things we do not need are
to be provided, just as certeinly as all the things we do neeed ar note

Of course, such a nessage is always the occasion for the recall of political clichese
But somehow Mixon's take the sbteam out of his opponents, Huuphrey's criticism was so reserved
he could summon byt one bipical redundancye

It is aporopriate that this appearance coincided with my remcmbering a strict injunction



%o cuange a bandage, that a bandage in this case consisted of a sumall s.;plin‘c and
adhesive tape, both somehow suggestive of the way the country keeps goinge

Even if he dis from your Stabe, you can't Tully aporeciate the Hew Nixon frou his words,
for they are not his. le always has sons of John Kemnedy's, awkwardly copied (and with the
nagedng of dime delivered more flatly and with less feeling;. Full apgreciatikon requires a
Ve YOU LUCKY PLOPLE!

Deopite swerytlding, one has to respect the consumrate skill in the uss of lknecs and
nails. *his is the wacter of the dirdy dricke & is not siuoly Dirty lick. lore, pebhaps,
Dirtiest Vicke. The Democrats will be hsrd pub tomorrow to cateh up wiuh all hw mean little
grhtleties with legs than 24 hours in vikch to detect theme Why it will take all their time
to show bow the lan of Peace is The ian of Yar, & task uade no casier fox thoew by wleir
ovn anointed, going back from but not forgetiing LBJ,

Ko is nov sundng Uashingbon, too, in case the cold printed wora docsa't let this
shine throughs Controlling Wachington police - and the source of all statistics - he has
reduced eorise, le did this byl iuspiring an inerease iu ine auwber of criucs. Lf not in
eimimation, nead not one lose oneds self in something?

Fow that you've gotbon your raise (£roi the &b Wire copy), you don't have to wonder
what to do with it. Yegides new corpses it will get you aewer and larger atomic submarines.
‘hey will Ilurk with thoss oysters I used to love in the Chesepeake, sble and ready to fire
maltiml tiuissles, as they will in the once blue Hedibervranean, in the ‘ndian Uccan with
which we are becowdng so familiar, off the shiores of Vietu ilaw uwnless the election seems to
closa, in which ovent they 11 have to shift a Tew miles (curzfully, not to disturb the oil
well thatl will Ly them be supplying us with still wore polution.

Secing sous of this on the evening TV news, uwfortunstely, did nos depress my apetite,
especially not when Lil whips up stuff better yet with the third rcheating, But it sure
depresses cverytling ©lsCess

We are Tortunate that all our coupany ‘now) is too our living, The last of those
echeduled by date left this a.m. We've enjoyed them since Xmas, soletines with as ruch as
a day betwecn then, soweltises with them ove lapdng. laybe tomorrow 1 can get back to
writing. I surc want o fiuish the add to the conclusions of POSL MOKILM and then shart
what can't now be finished, the epilogue on the Latitiver stuff, I think I have more than I
can use oa ldm now, unless I can get proof that he really is a Bircher, His stuff rsads
lilke ite I now have one 1966 picece in which Oswald is the Cowrmunist enemy' twice. I thiuk
I've enclosed a carbon of wy ldtter to Teddy's keepere Fred Graham has already been quite
helpful, helpin: tie all of tjis more snugg_,:-lf into uhe past coversd in the boolk in ways he
Can now ouly fainly see. My lotter and guestions seem fto have reached him, Both wayse L'11
have some idce quote on how he ot an exclusive on the thoughtfulness of the Archivist hn
forcing a copy of the USA-family contract on him under the Frecdom of Information law when
he had been andiudas dunging it to we, Graham didn8t even ask for ii! Rhoads Hoid lim tol
And larshall had decided on Lattimer before Graham roached him by phone. According to him,
a desk man had jut his kimkdmw story on the contract in the ticlkler, which rominded hinm to

remind fred to ask at the end of the fifth yoar, But there is better stuff you'll someday
see. God how I wish I thought I could rpint this! Soue of the best lines 1'1l have.

Excuge me for using you as a catharsis and the making of a few notes sna for trying
to work an iilness of of everywhere, not just the stomach,

When soucthing like Nixon is on, you ere lucky not to have a i¥, The iuage liogers.
But it is true to say that you can't fully aporeciste hin ii any olhor Lediusie

" BL‘SL,



