3 Planes Lost

U.S. Halis Bombmg

Of N orth
w%h[

can hombhing of North Viet-
nam was halted this afternoon
after five days of roun;lthe-
clock strikes by hundreds of
U.S. aircraft. = - f :

The * American corgniand
here announeeo the  termina-
tion of the “m'mted duration,
protective reaction strikes”
about an hout after the last

...plane left North Vietnamese
air space at3 36pm (2:36 am.
EST). @ :

The command ‘giving its
first account of the raids since
they began Sunday, also re-
ported.

® Three aircraft were lost in
the course of the operation,
two of them today, and only
one of the six crewmen was
recovered. North Vietnamese
radio claimed today that a

total of . 14 = planes’ weré
downed over the ﬁve-day
-. bombing périod.

j ™~ . [Later, ‘Hanoi Radio raised
the number to a total of:19
American planes shot down,

~Jnews agencies reported.]
“-® The targets, all south of
the-.20th parallel and mostly
south~~of the 18th parallel,
were entirely military;and in-
cluded airfields, missile and
antiaircraft artillery_sites, air
defense radar ins llatmns

and fuel supplies built up near|

the mountain passes that lead
into Laos and the -Ho - Chi
Minh Trail.

® Forty six Navy and. Air
Force  attack " planes—not
counting-reconnaissance,
radar, tanker and rescue air-
craft—-partlclpatetkm the first
day’s strikes, and about 240
strike  sorties were flown on
each of the last four days.
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American’ brlefmg officer: said
.. The ‘threat’ of North Viet-|-
names§:: Mig ' flghters, which
has hgd ihtary men here and
gton openly worried |
for severaI weeks, apparently.
falled g7 matemahze accord-
ing’ to reports givén by.- the
command in Saigon.; v
““An Air Force Phantom [F-4]
had “sort - of ‘an. gngagement
w1th. a Mig néarthe border:
with: Laos on; Dec..26, a mili-,
tary spokesman said, “but nei-

{taken to protect the lives of

® At least 23-surface-to-air’

(SAM) missiles were fired at
the U.S. planes, seven of them
today. At least 11 SAM and
antiaircraft artillery . sites
were “successfully attacked”
and presumably destroyed.

® Antiaircraft fire was
“light to moderate” on the
first three days and “heavy”
on the last two. “I guess they
were still having a Christmas

ther plane fired at’ the other
That’s all there" was.” ER
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| retary Melvin R. Laird:

BOMBING From Al

,The command reported that
somé of the northernmost tar-
gets struck— near the 20th
parallel, about 70 miles south

| of Hanoi—near airfields “from
-|which there has been increas-:

mg Mig. acthty in recent
weeks."” ]
North Viethamese radio has

reported ~ American planes

‘| bombing ‘as far north as the

provincial capital of Thanh-
-hoa. - Yesterday, " the radio

.|broadeast gave -names of two
‘|air force polots whose plane it
‘|said was downed there Dec.

126. It did. not'say if the men
{were killed or captured alive.
The U.S. Command has not
said where the three planes it
acknowledges
downed, but it did say an air
jforce F-4 was lost on Dec. 26
and that theerew is missing.
.Today, two Navy planes, an
F-4 and_an A-6 bember, were
reported shot down over
North Vietnam. The ecommand
in Saigon said that one of the
iwo crewmen from ‘the A-§
was récovéréd,  but*that the

ing and that search-and-rescue
operatians are camplete.

The reason for’ the strikes,
said the command,“was that
given Monday by Defense Sec.

‘-Nixon pohttcal ‘counter bemgt

oL uumismng U.S. forces dur-.
ing our withdrawal from
South Vietnam.” s

North Warned o .

Echoing Laird, the com-
mand said that “the North Vi-
.etnamese have been told re-
peatedly that action wonld be

U.S. military peronnel should
the enemy- threaten our air-
craft, or engage in efforts to

| achleve a significant logistics

buildup, or vxolate the Demili-
tarized Zone.” -

Radio Hanoi, in its merning
“News_to the South ” labeled
the bombings an “msolent and
mad act of war that exposes

jmore clearly the stubborn and

warliké nature” of the Nixon
administration.” It said the
planes: bombed -“villages, cit-
ies, hospitals, schools and rice-
fields.”

In_jts, noon mnews .bulletin,

‘the radlo—whlch for four days
was the only source of infor-
mation available here on the’
raids—said that 14 U.S. planes
were shot down in the five
days, three of them today.
. It 'said six of the ‘planes
rwere downed in Quangbinh
Province, just over the:DMZ,
six. in Nghean Province near
the coastal city of Vinh, and
two in Tharhhoa. ™~

South Viethamese reactlon
to. the air . strikes, polmcal
‘hotbed . that Salgon is, re-
:mained -calm ‘and even fatahs~
4ic. Most newspapers and poli- |
ticians—the only ones. discuss-|;
ing rt—saw the bombmgs as a

0

prepared for a Pekmg bargam-
ing session. = s ok
Military Impact s )
The military impact of the
five day’s bombing, is yet to|

be seen, but it will almost cer-
tainly be a ‘sharp setback in|

losing were |

| other:three are listed as miss-|.

“TO .

protect safety and security

North Vietnamese, mﬁltratlon
—at least for a while. N [

Whether the strikes will dis-
courage North Vietnamese
MIGS from rising. to harass
American reconnaissance
planes and B-52s bombing the
Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos, as
they did earlier this month, is
another question that ohly
time can answer. ;

Five air force Phantom jets
were shot down in northern:
Laos, one of them by a North
Vietnamese Mig-21 and two by
groiindfire  over a three-day
period begining Dec. 17.

The other military objective
was to blunt an anticipated
major enemy ground thrust
around or. across the’ DMZ




into Quangtri Province and
‘northern ~South . Vietnam.
There too,. the only way to
find out how much time has
been bought is to.wait and
see. .

: “We're trying to do by air
what - the South Vietnamese
tried-to do when they went
into Laos .on_the ground a
year-ago,” a.navy. pilot. said

some _ time . ago.. “Slow. ’em |
down, just slow ’em down.” B

Only 1 I Stain

‘In Combat Last Week

From News Dis.atches

One American soldier was
killed in combat in Indochina
last week, the lowest number
of combat deaths in the war
since February, 1965, when no
.one was killed. ) o

The U.S. military command
attributed the low - casualty
toll “of - one death * and 29
'wounded to the reduetion of
Communist -activity during its
three-week Christmas ‘cease-
fire. S .
South Vietnamese | govern-
ment casualties also dropped
considerably last week, to 287
killed and 633 wounded com-
pared -to 405 dead and 723
wounded the previous week.
Communist casualties were
put at 1,035, - - o

Meanwhile, the North Viet-
namese delegation to the Viet-
nam peace talks in Paris yes.
terday ' condemned . the U.S.
bombing -of the -North as a

“new -and extremely grave es- 7

calation’ in the war.

The Soviet Union an-
nounced it would give addi-
tional aid to strengthen North
Vietnam's defense following
talks’ “of “major> significance’
with  an’“unidentified Hang
delegation. No. details on the
new  .aid agreément  were
given, - .

A ggvernment ' statemen(
also derfaunced what it termed
Washingt J's continued effort

fto impose “a-military solution
ton the Vietnam problem.”

The New China News Agency ;
described the ‘air’ atfacks on |
North : Vietnaj -as ‘?‘s*mmeless
war blackma " and ‘rejected
all US. justifications for the
bombing as “dyed-in-the.woal i
gangster lbgic{".R S
In the.. Indochin

war, » Communisg- forces ' in
Laos moved for the first time
behind Long Cheng, headquar-
ters of the CIA-supported Meo
army just off theledge of the .
Plain’ of Jars, ‘and overran a .
government strong\ point and
air strip. at Muong Poun, 12 -
miles west of the strategic -
base. . 77 :
A Laotian military. spokes-
man also 3aid that government
troops had failed to'recapture
Paksong, a town on the north-
eastern sector of.the Bolovens
Plateau, after trying. several .
times to retakeit, - # "L e

* In Cambodia,/ 25,000 South
Vietnamese troops endéd a 39-
day drive into the eaitern. part
of the country againt staging
areas of three North: Vietn
ese-divisions, -

South Vietnamese ‘military

headquarters ' claiméd 1,336
North Vietnamese troops were
killed during the Cambodian

a . ground |

claim: of ‘enemy - deiths ,was
probably . considersbl S |/
flated. Baigon’slossés were re- i
ported ‘as 8§, troops killed and |
226 woumied)x o
Meanwhile;! ‘heavy fighting
continued at two peints north |
and south of Phonin Penh, the
Camhodigx,l ilitary .command
reported; It said the road to
the provincial capital of Prey
Veng. had . been “cut and that
Communist troops ! kidnaped _
about 500 Cambodidn peasants
from ee  villages 47 miles
east of the capital.-. e
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