Candidates
Find Fault
With Plan

By David S. Broder.-
Washington Post Staff Writer

The political debate on Viet-
nam that President Nixon

sought to still Tuesday night,

by revealing the. frustration of
his secret negotiating efforts,
broke forth again yesterday,
with most of Mr. Nixon’s chal-
lengers finding feult. with his

latest . formulatibn - of"  the-

American bargainipg position.
While several sothex White

House hopefuls joined in com- .-

mending the President’s new
initiative, only Sen.Henry M.
Jackson. said _the Americans

should stand-pat on the eight- -

pointplan revealed. Tuesday.

Sens. Hubert H. Humphrey

and  Edmund- 8. Muskie of ~

Maine, the leading rivals for
the Democratic presidential
nomination, backed the Presi-
dent’s initiative but raised

substantial questions about its
‘terms.. .

Three other Democrats, Sen.

{George 8. McGovern, ex-Sen.

iEugene J. McCarthy and New
York Mayor John V. Lindsay,
and Republican challenger
Rep. . Paul N. (Pete)
McCloskey, faulted the Presi-
dent for what they said was an
offer that conditioned a settle-
ment on the preservation of
the present government in
South Nietnam.

Many of the presidential
candidates and a large bloc of
other Senate ‘critics of the war
called for the President to
adopt the simpler formulation
of Senate Majority Leader
Mike Mansfield: withdrawal of
all American forces by a spe-
cific date, contingent only on
the release of American pris-
oners. :

Mansfield said he would
oress for,re-enactment of his
amendment, which has been
approved several times by the
Senate ' but never passed by
‘he House. The tone of the re-
wction among war critic§ of
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‘war.” . *

‘release of our prisoners.”
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both parties indicated the
Vietnam issue would again
provoke .a major division in
Congress—the eventuality the
President had sought to fore-
stall with'his Tuesday speech,
The Washington Post yester-
day asked the major presiden-
tial candidate to say what bar-
gaining position they would
recommend, in the light of the
President’s - disclosure of the
failure.’ of: his' two-year effort
to end the war through secret
negotiations, IR S
Responses were. received di-

* rectly from Jackson, Lindsay,

MecCarthy, -McGovern  and

. McCloskey. Relevant excerpts

from statements made earlier
in the day in press confer.
ences by Humphrey and Mus-
kie are also included. Several
other candidates could not be
reached. Here are the respon-

ses: “
HUMPHREY ° i .

Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey
of 'Minnesota: “I am pleased’
that the President has chosen,
1o make public negotiations he|
has been holding with the gov-
ernment of North Vietnam.
The eight-point plan outlines
our government’s position for!
negotiations at the Paris peace
talks and will undoubtedly be
a subject of conversation dur-
ing the President’s visit to Pe-
king.'I am hopeful that the
plan will lead to an immediate
and total withdrawal from In-
dochina. I do not want to criti-
cize his offer for the sake of
criticism, - - et ‘
“Its acceptance, however,
may depend as much on a
clarification  frem our own:
government as it does on thei
response from North Vietnam'
and the National Liberation'

“One crucial point which is
noticeably absent in the Presi-
dent’s proposal ig the offer of
a precise date for the with-
drawal of American forces
from Indochina in exchange
for American prisoners _of

“This point has been: thé
basis. of the Mansfield Amend.
ment, which-I have consist-
ently supported and which the
majority of the Senate and the
Anmerican public has accepted.
We should resolve the military
conflict first by offering a
date for withdrawal tied to the

JACKSON .

Sen. Henry M. Jackson of
Washington: “On Sept. 1, 1970,
I initiated a letter to Presi.
dent Nixon, in which a biparti-

subject, initiate the necessary

San -group' of .28 . Senators
joined me, calling ox the Pres-
ident to -ask.for 4 ceasefire
under international supervi-
sion; prompt, free elections
throughout South Vietnam su.
- pervised by a mixed electoral
commission representing -all
views, including ¥ ational
Liberation Front; release .of
~all prisoners of war and politi-
_cal -prisoners on both sides;
and withdrawal of all outside
military forces within‘a speci-
fied time of the cease-fire tak-
ing effect. . .. S
““It now appears that the
President Proceeded to pursue
these recommendations, as in.
dicated by his speech to the
nation,” ' -
“L therefore : feel that the
North Vietnamese have a.re.
sponsibility to respond to the
proposal. I think we should
keep our  last offer on ‘the
table, ‘and press them for a
counterproposal.” o
“I also think that when the

President. goes. to Peking, he
should have as priority No. 1 a
request for the Chinese gov-
ernment to use its considera-
ble influence in Hanoi to im-
blement - this proposal by & re-
lease of our prisoners and to
push for a stand-still cease-fire
throughout the area of South-
-east Asia,” L :

oo LINDSAY <)
‘Mayor John V. Lindsay “of
New York — “If I-were. Presi-
dent I would say I am hereby
announcing- a date of total
withdrawal — period. I would !
simultaneously ask the Paris !
negotiators to -turn immed;.|
ately to the question. of repa-
triation ‘of prisoners direct
that bilateral talks begin with
the North Vietnamese on that

resolutions in the United Na-

facilitate the exchange of pris-
oners, P

. “I would ask for an immedi-
ate cease-fire on the basis of
the Wwithdrawal announcement,

tions on return of prisoners,
and enlist the assistance .of
the International Red Cross to

cepted, I would adhere to the
jwithdrawal deadline. * - .

but ‘whether- or not it is ac.

“My fundamental»diffe!:ence
with the Nixon administration
position, as it was Wwith - the
Johnson * administration, " is
that they have insisted that we
are required to prop .up the
Thieu government or some-
how be a party to their rigged
election. We do not and never

have _hagi an obligation to sup-




port that regime.
-~ McCLOSKEY ‘
Rep. Paul N. (Pete) Me-!
Closkey of California— “The
President’s proposal was un-|
realistic in two ways. 1t contin-
ued to insist on the existence
of an independent nation -in!
i South Vietnam, and it as.
sumed that any free election|
could be held in South Viet-
nam, when the Phoenix pro-
‘gram has .narked for execu-
tion anyone even siuspected of
being a Vietcong supporter.
I. .I agree with the President
'that we should not overthrow:
-the Thieu government, but we
do not have to support that
government, ejthér. It it is
cverthrown by the natural po-
litical processes, .our sole obli-
-gation .is to provide political
haven for those who wish to
leave. - :
“Our goal should still be
that stated in'the Mansfield

amendment, to leave Vietnam
if we get our prisoners back.
The President, by insisting, on
the - preservation. of Sohuth
‘Vietnam' and its ‘government,
‘asks téo much, and that is the
sticking point in the negotia-
tions.” ’ T
: McGOVERN " = °
Sen. George 8. McGovern of
South Dakota: “The Presi-
dent’s performance last night |
was a clever election-year ma-
neuver, which may gain some
‘temporary. political advantage,
but won't end the war. . . -
“I ‘would .accept the offer
that the other side has made,
in which they've said that if
we would set a definite timeta-
ble (for withdrawal) they'd re-
lease. the prisoners. I would
‘announce the deadline on the
assumption they mean what
they say. I would set no other.
condition in advance. o
%1 don’t “believe the Presi-
dent when he says they in-
sisted we physically throw out
Thieu: I think all they've said
is that we’d have to withdraw.
our support from Thieu. I'm
convinced that once we agree

-this" new initiative. This plan

\war. -These two elements of

to get out, the Thieu regime
will be replaced by local polit-
ical forces and a government
will. come to power that will
negotiate an-end to the war.”
. "MUSKIE: e
Sen.” Edmund  S. Muskie of
Maine—"I' welcome the. fact
that the President is taking

incorporates a proposal for a
complete ‘withdrawal of Amer-
ican forces within ‘six months
after the signing of an agree-
ment, conditioned upon the re-
turn of American prisoners of

'the:proposal are, of course, an
initiative that many Ameri-
cans, including myself, ‘have | ,
been urging upon the Presi-
dent for some time. - -

_Vietnam ' under international | .
supervision, . coupled-. with/ .,

"“The proposed new presi-
dential - elegtions .in - South

President Thieu’s offer to re-
sign 2 month before the elec-

tion, " is .a new element.| -
Whether or not elements not
now represented in the gov-
ernment,  including - Vietcong,
would feel that their political
rights and their involvement
in  that election are . suffi-]
ciently safeguarded by the|.
proposal is something I can’t
evaluate, But: I would think
this-is a basis for negotiation

and ‘discussion in Paris,

‘one sticking point in the pro-|'
posal is that it would call for|.
a ceasefire throughout Indo-
china, not simply jn Vietnam.|
That means that our with-|-
drawal from South. Vietnam!

(would be tied to a settlement
of the military activities . in|
‘Cambodia and *Lao as. well |:
fas in South Vietnam. . This |’

lgougi Wwell lead 1o a stazemate
{In Paris, and to a prolonga.
.tion of the war.” P 8
. McCARTHY - -
Former Sen. Eugene J Mo
Carthy of Minnesota—"There
18 1o.reason to - expect Henry

Kissinger to do in 12 days what .
David Bruce and William Por. |
ter could not do in Toughly |

three years. What the  Presi.
dent is proposing “isin sub-
.stance no: different than what
Johnson was proposing, There
are a few new flourishes, but
'nothing substantive. :* .. -

“What they (the Commu.|”
nists) have been asking for all|.

;this time is our agreement to
support a new government in
South Vietnam to replace
Thieu and Ky. That’s what

they talked to me about, and|

it is what they are seeking
now, . oot :
“I don’t: care

"whether you
or a new government, but it

has to be an acceptable gov-
ernment. And if the.South

involvement ang phasing out.
the South Vietnamese -govern-

of free elections is quite mean-
ingless. The war wasn’t fought
over the issue ‘of free. elec-
tions.. That is a’ red-herring,
just as the prisoner-of-war is.
sue is. Return of the prisoners
is implicit in any settlement
that ends the hostilities. Mr.
Nixon has it twisted around
to the point that it sounds as
if the war were fought to, free
the. prisoners; a consequence
has become a cause. The key
is the replacement of the Sai-

gon government,”

“On the military- side, the BN

call it a coalition Fovernment R

Vietnamese leaders refuse to|.
stand aside for a new ‘govern. |
ment, we must make it clearto] .
.them that we afe ‘ending our .

“The agreement to replace -

ment is the key. The promise




