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T

h
ieu

's scream
s o

f an
g

u
ish

 ab
o

u
t H

a- 
• n

o
i's fro

n
t-lin

e tro
o

p
s stay

in
g

 in
 S

o
u

th
 

V
ietn

am
 after a ceasefire, h

is far m
o

re 
d
an

g
ero

u
s p

eace p
ro

b
lem

 is n
o
t fo

r-
eig

n
 tro

o
p
s b

u
t w

h
eth

er h
e can

 co
n
tro

l 
th

e su
d
d
en

 o
p
en

in
g
 u

p
 o

f th
e p

o
litical 

system
. 

T
h

ieu
 is b

ein
g

 stro
n

g
ly

 ad
v

ised
 to

 
sto

p
 w

o
rry

in
g

 ab
o
u

t H
an

o
i's m

ilitary
 

stren
g

th
 in

 S
o

u
th

 V
ietn

am
 (cen

tered
 

in
 th

e N
o

rth
). U

.S
. ex

p
erts h

ere an
d

 in
 

,S
aig

o
n

 are co
n

v
in

ced
 th

at, o
n

ce a set-
tlem

en
t is reach

ed
, th

e p
led

g
e o

f b
asic 

'p
o

litical freed
o

m
s to

 an
ti-T

h
ieu

 n
eu

-
tralists an

d
 C

o
m

m
u

n
ist elem

en
ts lo

y
al 

to
 H

an
o

i w
ill co

n
fro

n
t T

h
ieu

 an
d

 h
is 

'ow
n savvy as a politician w

ith his m
ost 

-serious challenge. 
A

s o
f to

d
ay

, th
is m

ay
 seem

 a m
o

o
t 

q
u
estio

n
 fo

r T
h
ieu

, w
ith

 N
o
rth

 V
iet-

-nam
 again under fierce A

m
erican born-

b
in

g
 an

d
 an

y
 settlem

en
t ap

p
aren

tly
 far 

in
 th

e fu
tu

re. 
N

e
v

e
rth

e
le

ss, T
h

ie
u

 is b
e
in

g
 p

ri-
v
ately

 b
u
t stro

n
g
ly

 ad
v
ised

 to
 p

rep
are 

_far, in advance for a post-settlem
ent po-

litical career w
h
ich

 fo
r th

e first tim
e 

w
ill p

it h
im

 p
u

b
lic

ly
 a

n
d

 o
p

e
n

ly
 

ag
ain

st h
ard

n
o

sed
 o

p
p

o
n

en
ts. T

h
e ad

-
vice boils dow

n to these essentials: 
1. T

hieu, now
 occupying the far right 

in
 V

ie
tn

a
m

e
se

 p
o
litic

s, m
u
st m

o
v
e
 

sh
arp

ly
 to

w
ard

 th
e cen

ter. 
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. T
o
 sh

o
w

 h
is w

illin
g
n
ess to

 sh
ift 

S
o

m
e o

f h
is p

o
w

er fro
m

 th
e in

n
er cli-

q
u

e o
f g

en
erals an

d
 p

ro
v

in
ce ch

iefs 
w

h
o

 n
o

w
 su

rro
u

n
d

 h
im

 to
 a

 m
o

re
 

b
ro

a
d
ly

 b
a
se

d
 c

o
n
stitu

e
n
c
y
, T

h
ie

u
 

sh
o

u
ld

 b
e p

rep
ared

 to
 fire h

is m
o

re n
o

-
A

oriously corrupt political allies. 
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. E

v
en

 if th
e fin

al p
eace ag

reem
en

t 
fails to

 carry
 a p

ro
v
iso

 co
m

p
ellin

g
 h

im
  

to
 release so

m
e 4

0
,0

0
0

 o
r so

 p
o

litical 
p
riso

n
ers (in

clu
d
in

g
 m

an
y
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ist 

ag
en

ts), T
h
ieu

 m
u
st o

p
en

 th
e p

riso
n
 

g
ates to

 th
o
u
san

d
s o

f th
em

. T
o
 refu

se, 
h

ig
h

ly
 p

laced
 A

m
erican

 ex
p

erts b
e-

liev
e, w

o
u
ld

 b
e to

 h
an

d
 th

e C
o
m

m
u
-

n
ists a g

litterin
g

 issu
e th

at co
u

ld
 u

n
-

d
erm

in
e h

is p
o

p
u

larity
 an

d
 d

estro
y

 
him

. 
T

h
at p

o
p
u
larity

 to
d
ay

 is at its h
ig

h
-

est p
o

in
t. E

v
en

 b
y

 co
n

serv
ativ

e esti-
m

a
te

s, a
 g

e
n

u
in

e
ly

 fre
e
 e

le
c
tio

n
 in

 
S

outh V
ietnam

 w
ould overw

helm
ingly 

reelect T
h
ieu

. 
B

u
t th

e fo
u
n
d
atio

n
 o

f h
is p

o
p
u
larity

  

has been his role as cham
pion of S

outh 
V

ietn
am

ese n
atio

n
alism

, effectiv
ely

 
b
attlin

g
 b

o
th

 C
o
m

m
u
n
ists in

 H
an

o
i 

and A
m

ericans in W
ashington. 

O
n
ce a settlem

en
t is reach

ed
, th

at 
fo

u
n
d
atio

n
 co

u
ld

 cru
m

b
le. T

h
ieu

 w
ill 

b
eco

m
e an

 in
cu

m
b

en
t p

resid
en

t w
ith

 
n

o
 h

o
t w

ar to
 u

se as a rally
in

g
 p

o
in

t 
eith

er fo
r h

is arm
y
 o

r h
is p

eo
p
le, b

eset 
w

ith
 h

u
g

e eco
n

o
m

ic p
ro

b
lem

s an
d

 fo
r 

th
e first tim

e strip
p
ed

 o
f activ

e h
elp

 
fro

m
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
. In

stead
 o

f u
m

b
rella 

p
ro

te
c
tio

n
 a

g
a
in

st e
v

e
ry

 a
d

v
e
rsity

, 
W

ashington w
ill supply only econom

ic 
aid, a few

 technicians and lim
ited m

ili-
tary

 aid
. 
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u
t th

e
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m

e
n
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f tim
e
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o
w

 
w

o
rk

in
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h
ieu
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ith
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en

t 
ap

p
aren

tly
 w

eek
s o

r m
o
n
th

s in
 th

e fu-
tu

re, h
e can

 b
eg

in
 to

 p
lan

 a p
o
litical 

sty
le an

d
 strateg

y
 to

 fit th
e o

p
en

 p
o

lit-
ics o

f a n
ew
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 w

h
ich

 C
o
m

m
u
n
ist 

an
d

 p
ro

-C
o

m
m

u
n

ist p
o

litician
s, u

n
d

er. 
g

ro
u

n
d

 fo
r 2

0
 y

ears, w
ill su

d
d

en
ly

 fin
d

 
eq

u
al access to

 th
e p

ress, th
e sp

eak
er's.  

platform
 and political organization. 

T
h

e elem
en

t o
f tim
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cial. T

h
u

s, 
w

h
en

. H
en

ry
 K

issin
g

er arriv
ed

 in
 S

ai-
gon last O

ct. 19 w
ith the peace form

ula 
h
e h

ad
 ju

st w
o
rk

ed
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u
t w

ith
 L

e D
u
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T
h
o
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 P
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o
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.S
. 

A
m

b
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llsw
o
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n
k
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e 
fa

in
te

st id
e
a
 w

h
a
t h

e
 w

a
s b

rin
g
in

g
 

w
ith

 h
im

. 
T

h
ieu

 w
as stu

n
n
ed

 w
h
en

 K
issin

g
er 

o
p

en
ed

 u
p

 h
is su

rp
rise p

ack
ag

e, n
o

t so
 

m
u
ch

 b
y
 its co

n
ten

t, b
u
t b

ecau
se—

ac-
cording to the_W

ashington-H
anoi plan 

—
it w

o
u

ld
 tak

e effect w
ith

in
 a few

 
w

eeks. 
In

 retro
sp

ect, so
m

e h
ig

h
ly

-p
laced

 
A

m
erican

 o
fficials b

eliev
e th

at T
h

ieu
's 

scream
s o

f an
g

u
ish

 h
ad

 tw
o

 p
u

rp
o

ses: 
F

irst, an
d
 least im

p
o
rtan

t, h
is h

o
p
e o

f 
fo

rcin
g
 ch

an
g
es in

 th
e p

ack
ag

e; sec-
o

n
d

, an
d

 far m
o

re im
p

o
rtan

t, to
 g

iv
e 

h
in

i tim
e to

 p
rep

are fo
r th

e ceasefire. 
O

n
e su

ch
 o

fficial to
ld

 u
s: "T

h
ieu

's 
n

ig
h

tm
a
re

 w
a
s a

 su
d

d
e
n

 c
e
a
se

fire
, 

m
ass d

efectio
n

s fro
m

 h
is arm

y
 as th

e 
boys ran

 h
o

m
e to

 p
lo

w
 th

eir field
s an

d
 

utter disorganization inside his govern-
m

en
t." 

T
h
e d

ead
lo

ck
 in

 th
e p

eace talk
s—

w
h
ich

 T
h
ien

 p
o
w

erfu
lly

 h
elp

ed
 b

rin
g
 

ab
o
u
t—

h
as g

iv
en

 h
im

 m
o
re tim

e. H
is 

p
ro

b
le

m
 n

o
w

 is to
 u

se
 it w

ise
ly

 in
 

p
re

p
a
ra

tio
n

 fo
r th

e
 ra

d
ic

a
lly
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n
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 p
o
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at lies ah
ead

. 
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