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Text of Pres1dent’s Address

(Y'i

Followmg ia the prepared
text " of - President Nizon's
address on: ‘additional = re- .
ductiong -in - UL.S. forces in |
thnarq; ¥ -

Good. evenlng, my fellow
Americans. Over: the /past |
several weeks you - have
heard a number of reports
on TV, radio and in your
newspapers on’the situation
in Southeast Asia. == .=

I think the time has come,
for me, as President and as
Commander in Chief of our
Armed Forces, to put these
reports in perspective, to lay
all the pertinent facts before
you and to let you judge for*
yourselves as to the success |
or failure of :our policy.

I am glad to be a.ble to
begin my report iby announc-
ing that I have decided to

increase the rate of Ameri-
can troop withdrawals for
the period from May. 1 to.
December 1. Before going
into details, I would like to
qeview briefly what I fnund

when I came into office, the
ﬂ'rogress- we have made to
date in reducing American

forces, and the reason why L

am able to announce a
gtepped-up withdrawal with-
aut jeopardizing our remain-
ing forces in Vietnam and
without endangering our

timate goal of ending
American involvement in a
way which will increase the

c¢hances of a lasting peace in j

the Pacific and the world. .

| When I left Washington fn
January of 1961, after serv--
ing eight years as Vice Presi- |
dent under President Eisen-.
hower, there were no Amerl-
can eombﬁt forces in Viet-
nam. Ho Americans had died
in combat. ‘_5;“_ -

| When I returned as Presi-
dent eight years later, there
were 540,000 American
troops in Vietnam., Thirty-
one thousand had died there,
Three hundred Americar_u.

‘cisions I have made which

R

were being lost every week.
There was no comprehensive
plan to end the 'United
States involvement in the
War, p LS A
'I implemented: a pla:a tu
train and equip the South
Vietnamese; to withdraw
American forces, and to end
American involvement _ im‘
the war just as soon as the: 4
South Vietnamese had de-
veloped the capacity to de-
fend their country against.
Gommunlst aggression. Opu
chart you can see how
our plan has succeeded. tn
June of 1969, I announced’a -
withdrawal of 25,000 men; i,
September 40,500; in Decem-.
ber 50,000, and in April of .
1970—150, 000 By the first of |

-next month we will have

brought home more than .
265,000 Americans, ulmast

half of the troops in Vief- )

nam when'I tobk office, -

' Another indication of the |
progress we have made is in 5
‘reducing American casual-'
-ties. Casualties were five'
times as great in the ﬂrst i
three months of 1969 as they’ 9

were in the first’ Ahree
months of 1971. South Viet- -

namese casualties have also.

dropped significantly in the
past two years. One Ameri- '
can dying in combat is one
too many. r goal 'is no
American fighting and dying
anyplace in the world: Evéry.
decision I have made in the .
past and every de:ision I
make in the future will have”
the purpose of achieving'f

Fwe Decisians Reviewed
Let me review now twa de~

have = contributed '‘to the'

.achievement of our goals in.

Vietnam,

The first was the dentruc-
tion of enemy bases in Cam- |
bodia. At the time of that

.decision, many expressed

fears that we had widened
the war; that our casualties '

. would i‘qpr_ease & and ' our

troop withdrawal program
would be delayed. I do not
question the sincerity: of
those who expréssed these
fears. But we can see now
that they were wrong. Amer-
ican troops were out of
Cambodia in 60 days, as I
pledged they would be.

* American casualties did not |

rise after Cambodia; they

~were cut in half. Amencana--
. troop withdrawals were not 'l

halted or delayed. They con-
tinued at an accelerated
rite.

!Now let me turn to the
Laotlan operation, under-
taken by South Vietnamese

-ground forces with Ameri-

can air support ‘against
North Vietnamese troops

which had been using Lao-
tian territory for six years.
to, attack American and al-
lide forces in South Viet-

nam. Since that operation
was completed, there has

been a great deal of under-
standable speculation—as
there was after Cambodia—
as to whether it was a suc-

[ or a failure, a victory
orl a defeat, But, as in Cam--

. bodia, what is important is

not the instant' analysis of
the moment but what hap-
péns in the future.

Dxd the Laotian operahon



contribute {0’ the 'goals we
sought? .I have just com-
pleted my assessment of the
operation. Here are my con-
clusions: o
- First, the South Vietnam-
ese demonstrated that with-
out American advisers they
could fight: | effectively
against’ the  best troops
North Vietnam could put in
the field. o
_Second—the South Viet.
namese suffered heavy cas-
ualties. But, by the most

conservative estimates the
casualties suffered by. the

! Vietnamization.
* 4 We would infinitely prefer
“to! reach. it even sooner—

it

i

¥ ﬂgas‘e of all prisoners of war
~alkIndochina Peace Confer-
‘ence; the complete with-
..drawal of all outside forces;
rand a political settlement,

_Tonight I again call on
 Hanol to engage in serious

<end of the war. T especially
. 'call oh -Hanol to agree to the

enemy were far heavier, ‘immediate and uncondi-

Third, and most impor- ‘;EE?@!I release of all prison-
tant, “the disruption of ‘érs ‘of war throughout Indo-
enemy supply lines and the "china, It is time for Hanoi to
consumption of ammunition end the barbaric use of our
and arms in the-battle has _prisoniers as’' negotiating

been even more damaging
to the capability A of the
North Vietnamese to sustain
major offensives in South’
Vietnam—than were the op-
erations in Cambodia ten

.'pawns and to join us ina
humane act that will free
.their men as well as ours.

Let me turn now to a pro-

- posal which at first glance

era has a great deal of appeal to
months ago. - the American people: If our
Consequently tonight—I .. Boal iz 4 total withdrawal of

can report that Vietnamiza-
tion has succeeded. Because
of the. increased strength of
ithe South Vietnamese, be-
_cause of the success of the
“Cambodian operation; and
because of the achievements
of the South Vietnamese op-
" eration in Laos I am an-
- nouncing an increase in the my's purpose and not our
' rate of American withdraw- - Town, - !
als. Between May 1 and De- - If the United States
cember 1 of  this year, should announce that we
100,000 more American ‘will guit regardless of what
‘troops will be brought home the enemy does, we would
from ‘South Vietnam. This | “'have thrown away. our prin-
- will bring the fotal number cipal bargaining counter to
~.0f American i troops with- | win the release of American
drawn from South Vietnam prisoners of war; we would
to 365,000 — over 2/3 of the ‘remove the enemy's strong-
number ‘who were there est incentive o end the war
when I came ifito office—as _ sooner by negotiation; and
. this.chart shows, The Gov- we. will have given enemy
ernment- of South Vietnam commanders the exact infor-

. all  our forces why not an-
;nounceé a date now for end-

difficulty in making such an
+ announcement to the Ameri-

- also. ‘be making that an-
~‘nouncement to.the enemy.

tully supports our decision. mation they need to -mar-
 Thvoltetient b TR shall their attacks against
"P“"@.“ roling our remaining forces at
.+ Let us look now to the fu- _their most vulnerable time.

+ture: i
As you can see from the
progress we have made to
date and by this announce-
ment tonight, the American
involvement in' Vietnam 'is
coming:to an end. The day
. the South Vietnamese can.
take ‘gver their own defense
187 in sight, Our goal is a
total American ‘withdrawal
“from . Vietnam. We can and -
we will reach that goal
- 'through our 'program of

The issue very simply is

actions, consciously turns
the country over to the
Communists? Or shall we
leave in a way that gives the
South Vietnamese a reason-
able chance to survive as a
free people? My plan will
end- American involvement
in a ‘way that would provide
that chance,
would end it precipitately
and give victory to the Com-

And it would serve the ene-’

. this: Shall we leave Vietnam
‘in a way that, by our own'

roposed  an' immediate
_'gease-fire throughout Indo-
o ; the! immediate ' re-

i%in the Indochina area; an -

‘negotiations to speed the |

Mng our involvement? The |

-.can people is that I would -

The other.

-threugh- negotiations. You
B, 2 . zecall that on Oct, ‘Tin -
"“& ndtional TV broadcast, I..

munists.

In a'deeper sense, we face
the choice of ending our in-
volvement in this war on a
note of despair or on a note
of hope. I believe as Thomas
Jefferson did that Ameri-
cans will always _choose
hope over despair. We have
it in our power to leave
Vietnam in a way that offers
a brave people a realistic

- hope of freedom. We have it
in our power to prove to our
friends in the world that

America’s sense of responsi-
bility remains the world’s
greatest single hope for
peace,-

'+ Above all, we have it in

our power to close a diffi-

-cult chapter in American

- history, not meanly, but

nobly, so that each one of us,
can come out of this searing
experience with a measure
of pride in our nation, con-
fidence in our own charac-
ter, and hope for the future
of the spirit of America.

I know there are those

who honestly believe that I

should move to end this war
without regard to what hap-
pens to South Vietnam. This
way would abandon our
friends. But even more im-
portant we would abandon
ourselves. We would plunge
from the anguish of war
into a nightmare of recrimi.

-nation. ' We would lose re-

spect for this nation, respect
for one another, respect for

* ourselves,

Reports of Brutalities

I understand the deep
concerns which have been
raised in this ' country,

, fanned by reports of brutali-
* ties'in Vietnam. Let me put
. this into perspective. ‘

As one who has visited
Vietnam many times and as
Commander in Chief of our
Armed Forces, I feel it is
my duty to speak up for the
two and a half million fine
Yyoung Americans who have
gerved in Vietnam. The
atrocity charges in individ-
ual cases should not and
cannot be allowed to reflect
on their courage and their '

 self-sacrifice. War is a terri-

ble and cruel experience for
a nation and particularly for
those who bear the burden

Of ﬂghtmg. g s Y

Never in history have m’én

‘fought for less selfish mo-

. ——




tives—not for conquest, nov
for glory but only for the
right of people far away to
choose the kind of govern-
ment they want,

While we hear and read
much of isolated acts of eru-
elty, we do not hear enough

of the tens of thousands of -

individual - American - sol-
diers who have built schools,
roads, hospitals, clinics, and,
who through countless acts
of generosity and kindness,
have tried to hélp the peo-
ple of South Vietnam. We
can and should be proud of
these men. They deserve not
our scorn but our admira.
tion and our deepest appre-
ciation. ;

‘The way to express that 4
appreciation is to end Amer-

sica’s participation 'in this
conflict, not in faflure or in
defeat, but in achievement
of the great goals for which
they fought—a . South Viet-

nam free to determine its
own future and an America
no longer divided by war
but united in peace.

That is why it is so impor-
tant how we end this war.
By our decision we will
demonstrate the kind of peo-
ple we are, and the kind of
country we will become,

That is why it is so impor-
tant how we end this war.
By our decision we will
demonstrate the kind of peo-
ple we are, and the kind of

country we will become,

That is why I have
charted the course outlined
tonight. To end this War—
but to end it in a way that
will strengthen trust for
America around the world,
not undermine it; in a way
that will redeem the sacri-
fices that have been made,
not insult them; in a way
that will heal this nation, not
tear it apart. i .

I can assure y’oti tonight
with confidence that Ameri-
can involvement in this war
is coming to an end,

But can you believe this?
I understand why this ques-
tion is raised by many hon-
est, sincere people. Many
times in the past in this
long and difficult war, ac-
tions have been announced
from Washington which
were supposed to lead to a
reduction of American in-
volvement in Vietnam. Over
and over these actions re.
sulted in increasing Ameri-
can forces in Vietnam and
higher American casualties,

Tonight I do not ask you
to take what I say on faith,
Look at the record:
action taken by this Admin-
istration, every decision
made has accomplished
what I said it would accom-
plish. ~They have reduced
American involvement.

They -have .drastically re-
/duced our casualties,

In my campaign for the
presidency, I pledged to end
American involvement in
this war, I am keeping that
pledge. You should hold me
accountable if I fail.

" Often I am asked what
single thing, above all oth-
ers, I would rather accom-
plish as President. I always
give the same answer—tha
answer I give you tonight. I
want peace for America. Not
just in Vietnam. But in the
Middle East, in Europe, in
the world. And not just
peace for our time, but
peace for a generation—a
full generation of peace,
something Americans have
not known in this century.
++ Tonight, I am confident
we are on the way to achiev-
‘ing that goal in Vietnam
,and in the world. With your
support we can, and will,
build that kind of peace.




