mw-hln&mnurry-so-nom

'THE wmsnnminnvPUST

Arabs wa Ford as a Weak Leader -

Jaék Anderson
and Les Whitten

In taking over the Middle East
negotiations from Secretary of
State Henry A. Kissinger, Presi-
dent Ford must first gain Arab
confidence.

We have spoken privately to]

several top Arab leaders. With-
out exception, they had the im-
ipression that Mr. Ford- was a
weak leader.

This has been corrected some-
what by his bold action in rescu-
ing the merchant ship Mayaguez
from the Cambodians. But they
still suspect that Congress, not
the President, ‘will be calling
the shots in the Middle East.
. A congressional delegation,
headed by Reps. Thomas/ P.
O'Neill Jr. (D-Mass.) and John B.
Anderson (R-Ill), both powers
in the House, called upon
Egypt's President Sadat and Ts-
rael’'s Prime Minister Rabin
earlier this spring. =~ \

According to the confidential’
transcript, they gave the Presi-
dent a negative report. “Sadat
and Rabin offered nothing
new," said O'Neill. They agreed
only, he added, to continue the

I'| step-by-step negotiations, with

the United Sr.ates &s the media-
tor.

“] didn't notice, on the other
hand, a disinclination to go to

" | other six months. As eviderice of |sald,

| 'The Arab leaders told us what
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warned - Anderson.
This would move the negotia-
tions to a forum where the Sovi-
ets would have a powerful wlca.

‘the 1967 borders. This would in-
‘crease the pressure on Israel,
Sadat reportedly feels, to with-

theeightball. ' - '
‘But the Arab leaders, whadsured congressional leaders
spoke to us with unusual candor | that his predecessor, Richard M.
after we agreed not to identify | Nixon, made no seeret commit-
them, said that the Arabs hadjments to SOuthVietnmsPresi-
taken pains:to create a favora ’ dent Thieu. -
ble environment for the Ford Speaking ' eamestly hehind
Sadattalks. ' |lclosed White House doors, the
Sadat personnﬂy flew to Da{{President insisted that the “con-
mascus to persuade Syria’y ifidential undertakings do not
President Assad to extend the |differ .significantly from the
life of the Umted Nations foreq |public releases,” There was “no
on the Golan Heights for an{|substantive °difference,” he|
between  the - private
pledges to Thieu and the public
statements. . -
' Secretary of State Kissinger

his own péaceful intentions, Sa
dat went ahead with the reopen
ing of thé Suez Canal. kiR

And Saudi Arabia’s new King
Khalid backed down from’ th
inflexible ‘Saudi refusal to
ognize Isrdel's right to exist,

separate assurances"—first,
lithat the United States “would
aact 1o violations” of the Paris
Sadat's strategy would be af the|
Salzburg~talks. The’ Egyptian
leader intended to rémind Pres-
ident Ford that the "Unite
States was committed to &n Is-
raeli pu]lback to its me': bo'
ders.

Sadat mtanded to nslc thd
President, therefore, to put Is{
rael on notice that the U.S. secu:
rity umbrella extended only

—“*‘

Washington Whirl—The de-

stroyer escort Holt steamed to |
the rescue of the merchant ship’

Mayaguez with a jerryrigged 5-
inch gun. The gun had failed, &
Navy spokesman acknowledged
to us, because of a missing part. [
But he insisted it had been rig- %
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ged to an alternate power we
sourumdwouldhaveﬁrednd-'

equately . .. Actually, the Maya-

guez was the eighth U.S. com-

mercial vessel seized- on the '°

high seas this year, according to

a State Department count. The
other seven were tuna fishing -

boats, which Ecuadorian gun- -

hoats took 1nta custody...

Sen. Paul Fannin (E»Arlz.) ha.s :

urged President Ford to veto .
the energy legislation thatis de-

veloping in the Senate. “If we

can't sustain a veto,” he told the .

President at the White House,

“Congress will take all your pe- ;.

troleum powers away" .

.. House .,

Ways and Means Chairman Al , -

Ullman (D-Ore) sharply at- ..

tacked President Ford for rais-
ing the import tax on oil. Appar-
ently, this surprised the Presi-
dent who had been advised by
Rep. Herman Schneebeli (R~

"|Pa.), according to the confiden-~
s |tial transcript, that “Al Ullman

will continue to try to help immy
opinion."”
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