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From President Nixon's "state of 
the world" report to Congress of 
Mali 3: 

Of 513P 173  
In 972, the face of world politioic: 

changed dramatically. But one 'con 
stant factor in this changing patteft 
has been the close relationship among 
the Atlantic allies. It has been true;. 
however, that as the relaxation of East; 
West tensions became more pro7„ 
flounced, some of our allies questioned' 
whether the United States would ,re-
main committed to Europe or would 
instead pursue a new balance of po* 
in which the older alignments woMd 
be diluted and distinctions between:ak.  
lies and adversaries would disappear. 
Apprehensions may be inevitable_in 
period of great international chaffgd 
after a long period of confrontatituu 
As relations between adversaries aid: 
ameliorated, those not directly 'N2  
volved tend to worry that their ownt1k., 
terests are shomehow subordinateAO 
new relationships. 	 rrtr 

But the United States will ne04L' , 
compromise the security of Europe 91., 
the interests of our allies. The .best 
reassurance of our unity, however, 
not in verbal pledges but in the kruivdr... 
edge of agreed purposes and common. 
policies. For almost a decade the All 
ance has debated questions of defense 
and detente—somesurging one coil*, 
others a different priority. Now the Alk , 
bates should end. We must close ranks:  
and chart our course together for the 
decade ahead....  

1973 is the year of Europe because of 
the historic opportunities we face to. 
gether. The United States, Canada, and 
Western Europe have a decisive ceu.i.- 
tribution to make to a healthy world*, 
economy and to a new peaceful inter` 
national order. These are new creatiii'' 
tasks for our partnership. .`11* 


