
Joseph K
raft 

K
enneth R

ush's F
orm

idable A
ssignm

ent 
(k4' dA

iq 
T

h
e
 W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 is su
c
h
 a

 sm
a
ll 

p
la

c
e
 th

a
t th

e
 a

d
d
itio

n
 o

f a
n
y
 la

rg
e
 

fig
u
re

 to
 th

e
 •,sta

ff c
a
n
 m

a
k
e
 a

 b
ig

 
d
ifferen

ce. T
h
at is p

reem
in

en
tly

 th
e 

case w
ith

 K
en

n
eth

 R
u
sh

, th
e fo

rm
er 

u
n
d
ersecretary

 o
f state w

h
o
 w

as sw
o
rn

 
in

 th
e
 o

th
e
r d

a
y
 a

s c
o
u
n
se

lo
r to

 th
e
 

P
resid

en
t o

n
 eco

n
o
m

ic p
o
licy

. 
F

o
r b

y
 tem

p
eram

en
t an

d
 ex

p
erien

ce 
M

r. R
u
sh

 is th
e p

o
lar o

p
p
o
site o

f th
e 

m
e
n
 w

h
o
 n

o
w

 d
o
m

in
a
te

 th
e
 W

h
ite

 
H

o
u
se staff. S

o
 if h

e is to
u
g
h
 en

o
u
g
h
, 

if h
e is en

o
u
g
h
 o

f an
 activ

ist, h
e co

u
ld

 
ch

an
g

e th
e to

n
e at 1

6
0

0
 P

en
n

sy
lv

an
ia 

A
v
en

u
e—

an
d
 n

o
t fo

r th
e w

o
rse. 

A
t p

resen
t th

e d
o
m

in
an

t fig
u
res o

n
 

th
e staff are G

en
. A

lex
an

d
er H

aig
, M

r. 
N

ix
o
n
's ch

ief o
f staff, an

d
 R

o
n
 Z

ieg
ler, 

th
e sp

o
k

esm
an

 w
h

o
 h

as b
een

 p
ro

m
o

ted
 

to
 p

resid
en

tial assistan
t. B

o
th

 h
av

e a 
n
arro

w
 b

ase o
f p

ro
fessio

n
al ex

p
erien

ce 
--H

aig
 as a career arm

y
 o

fficer, Z
ieg

-
ler as an

 ad
v
ertisin

g
 m

an
. 

B
o
th

 m
ad

e th
eir b

ig
 ju

m
p
s in

 life b
y
 

sh
o
w

in
g
 th

eir ab
ility

 to
 tak

e it. H
aig

 
w

as a p
u
n
ch

in
g
 b

ag
 fo

r H
en

ry
 K

is-
sin

g
er w

h
o
m

 h
e serv

ed
 in

-.th
e W

h
ite 

H
ouse, and Z

iegler w
as a punching bag 

fo
r th

e p
ress d

u
rin

g
 th

e p
erio

d
 h

e w
as 

th
e P

resid
en

t's d
aily

 sp
o
k
esm

an
. U

n
-

q
u
estio

n
in

g
 p

erso
n
al lo

y
alty

 to
 th

eir 
p
articu

lar b
o
ss—

an
d
 a d

isp
o
sitio

n
 to

-
w

ard
 co

n
fro

n
tatio

n
 w

h
en

 h
e is in

 tro
u
-

b
le

—
c
o
m

e
s n

a
tu

ra
lly

 to
 b

o
th

 m
e
n
. 

H
aig

 co
u
ld

 easily
 h

av
e u

ttered
 th

e re-
m

ark
 m

ad
e b

y
 Z

ieg
ler in

 d
iscu

ssin
g
  

h
o
w

 to
 h

an
d
le W

aterg
ate: "C

o
n
tritio

n
 

is bull." 
R

u
sh

, b
y
 co

n
trast, h

as a v
ery

 b
ro

ad
 

background—
law

yer, law
 professor (at 

D
u

k
e
) a

n
d
 c

o
rp

o
ra

te
 e

x
e
c
u

tiv
e
 

(p
resid

en
t o

f U
n
io

n
 C

arb
id

e) b
efo

re 
becom

ing am
bassador to G

erm
any and 

d
ep

u
ty

 secretary
 o

f D
efen

se in
 th

e first 
N

ix
o

n
 ad

m
in

istratio
n

. H
e is so

ft-sp
o

-
k
en

 an
d
 co

u
rteo

u
s, an

d
 h

e p
refers to

 
p
ro

ceed
 b

y
 co

n
ciliatio

n
 rath

er th
an

 
co

n
flict. In

 a ch
at, th

e o
th

er d
ay

, h
e 

called
 th

e p
resen

t atm
o
sp

h
ere o

f co
n
-

fro
n
tatio

n
 at th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se "m

o
st 

u
n
fo

rtu
n
ate." 

T
o
 b

e
 su

re
, th

e
 title

 o
f th

e
 W

h
ite

 
H

o
u
se jo

b
 S

u
g
g
ests th

at R
u
sh

 h
as a 

narrow
ly focused responsibility. S

m
art 

a
le

c
k
s w

h
o
 ta

k
e
 title

s (a
n

d
 th

e
m

-
se

lv
e
s) se

rio
u
sly

 a
re

 a
lre

a
d
y
 'b

a
d
-

m
o
u
th

in
g
 h

im
 b

ecau
se o

f h
is lack

 o
f 

train
in

g
 as a p

ro
fessio

n
al eco

n
o
m

ist. 
"If y

o
u
'v

e alread
y
 d

ecid
ed

 th
ere's'n

o
th

-
in

g
 th

at can
 b

e d
o
n
e ab

o
u
t th

e eco
n
- 

orny,"! one governm
ent official cracked 

th
e o

th
er. d

ay
, "th

en
 R

u
sh

 is th
e rig

h
t 

econom
ic coordinator." 

. - In
 fact th

ere are so
m

e th
in

g
s R

u
sh

 
can

, an
d
 p

ro
b
ab

ly
 w

ill, d
o
 in

 th
e eco

-
n
o
m

ic field
. H

e fu
lly

 in
ten

d
s to

 h
u
sh

 
u
p
 th

e w
ar o

f w
o
rd

s n
o
w

 b
ein

g
 w

ag
ed

 
b
y
 R

o
y
 A

sh
, th

e d
irecto

r o
f th

e O
ffice 

o
f M

an
ag

em
en

t an
d
 B

u
d
g
et, an

d
 W

il-
lia

m
 S

im
o
n
, th

e
 S

e
c
re

ta
ry

 .; o
f th

e
 

T
reasu

ry
. - 

T
h

e sig
n

s are th
at R

u
sh

 is g
o

in
g

 to
 

stan
d

 u
p

 ag
ain

st th
e w

ild
, d

em
ag

o
g

ic 
'attacks W

hich S
ecretary S

im
on—

in the 
h

am
e o

f fig
h

tin
g

 in
flatio

n
—

 h
as b

een
 

m
ak

in
g
 o

n
 th

e fed
eral b

u
d
g
et. O

n
e 

certain
 ch

an
g
e is th

at R
u
sh

 w
ill n

o
w

 
• 

 
ch

air, an
d

 h
o

ld
 in

 h
is o

w
n

 o
ffice, th

e 
d
aily

 m
o
rn

in
g
 m

eetin
g
s o

f th
e eco

-
n
o
m

ic p
o
licy

m
ak

ers w
h
ich

 M
r. S

im
o
n
 

h
as b

een
 ch

airin
g
 sin

ce th
e d

ep
artu

re 
o
f G

eo
rg

e S
h
u
ltz as eco

n
o
m

ic co
o
rd

i-
nator. 

R
u
sh

, m
o
reo

v
er, d

o
es n

o
t reg

ard
 th

e 
eco

n
o
m

ic p
o
licy

 ro
le n

arro
w

ly
. A

t h
is 

S
ta

te
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t o

ffic
e
 th

e
 o

th
e
r 

d
ay

, h
e p

o
in

ted
 o

u
t th

at g
o
v
ern

m
en

ts 
all over the dem

ocratic w
orld—

in B
rit-

ain, F
rance, G

erm
any, S

candinavia and 
;Jap

an
—

h
av

e b
een

 g
ettin

g
 w

eak
er. H

e 
said

 th
at "th

e m
ain

 cau
se seem

s to
 b

e 
Inflation." 

T
h
e, b

ig
 q

u
estio

n
 is R

u
sh

's relatio
n
s 

w
ith

 th
e P

resid
en

t. H
e ex

p
ects to

 h
av

e 
"read

y
 access to

 th
e P

resid
en

t at all 
tim

es." H
e h

as talk
ed

 th
is m

atter o
v
er 

w
ith

 M
r. N

ix
o

n
 an

d
 w

ith
 G

en
. H

aig
. 

"T
h
ere w

as n
ev

er a q
u
estio

n
 th

at it 
w

ould be any other w
ay," he says. 

If th
at u

n
d
erstan

d
in

g
 p

rev
ails, R

u
sh

 
co

u
ld

 m
ak

e a b
ig

 d
ifferen

ce. H
e co

u
ld

 
ease th

e ten
sio

n
 at th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se, 

an
d
 b

reak
 th

e circle o
f iso

latio
n
. O

n
ly

 
to

 d
o
 it. h

e w
ill h

av
e to

 m
ak

e th
e m

o
st 

' o
f h

is ch
aracter. H

e w
ill h

av
e to

 b
e an

 
activ

ist, trad
in

g
 o

n
 h

is frien
d
sh

ip
 w

ith
 

th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t to

 in
se

rt h
im

se
lf in

to
 

E
M

r. N
ix

o
n
's o

ffice fo
r freq

u
en

t ch
ats. 

H
e w

ill h
av

e to
 b

e p
rep

ared
 to

 serv
e as 

an
 u

sh
er fro

m
 tim

e to
 tim

e—
b
rin

g
in

g
 

o
u
tsid

ers in
 to

 see th
e P

resid
en

t, d
e-

sp
ite th

e o
b
jectio

n
s b

o
u
n
d
 to

 .com
e 

fro
m

 th
e p

resen
t p

alace g
u
ard

. 
It is a fo

rm
id

ab
le assig

n
m

en
t, an

d
 

no one can be optim
istic that R

ush w
ill 

su
cceed

. If h
e d

id
, a th

o
ro

u
g
h
ly

 d
ecen

t 
m

an
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e p
en

etrated
 th

e in
n
er 

san
ctu

m
 o

f th
e N

ix
o

n
 W

h
ite H

o
u

se 
and all of us w

ould be better off. 
1
9
7
4
, P

ie
d
 E

n
te

rp
rise

s, In
a
. 

"If R
ush is tough enough, if he is enough of an 

• 
activist, he could change the one at the W

hite 
H

ouse—
and not for the w

orse.", 


