9 Years: 7 Million Tons of U.S. Bombs
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In 6% months since the
cease-fire went into effect in
Vietnam Jan 28, U.S, planes
have dropped 238,761 tons of
bombs on Cambodia and, to
a lesser extent, Laos, in a
campaign that cost about
$422.8 million, according to

statistics released by he
Pentagon yesterday.

The bombing in Cambodia
was to end at midnight last
night under a congression-
ally imposed ban on U.S.
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air ‘support .- simply pro-
longed the point at which
the government forces will
have to learn to fight better
with their own infantry, ar-
tillery and tiny 50-plane air
force.

The bombing i.n Cambo

dia, as publicly disclosed
~only within thé past month,
“actually began in March,
1969, with the start of a top-
uecret 14-month  bombing
campaign involving 3,630 B-
52 raids and extending until
‘April, 1970, ;

All told, in those early
raids plus the thousands
that followed through last
night, Pentagon figures indi-
cate that just over a half-
‘million tons of bombs were
dropped on Cambodia in 4%
years,

The most recent phase of
that campaign since last
January, including some
raids into Laos early in Feb-

¢ ruary, added another 10 air-
.planes to the number lost
during the entire air war,
" and resulted in the death of
“14 airmen. Four others were
. added to'the roughly 1,260-
man missing-in-action list.

Qverall, the total aircraft

and helicopter losses from
all causes during the' nine
-years Ssince U.S.. Navy car-
rier jets first streaked to-
‘ward North Vietnam in Au-
‘gust, 1064, are considerable.

All told, 3,706 fixed-wing

combat activities in South-
east Asia. That action will
ring down the curtain on a
nine-year-old air war during
which some 7.5 million {ons
of U.S. bombs were dropped
on South Vietnam (which
got about half the total),
North Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia.

Since the Jan. 28 Paris
agreement, which officially
at least ended the fighting
in North and South Vietnam
for this country, 27,626
strikes by  fighter-bombers

planes and 4,866 helicopters

‘were shot down, blown up,
crashed or otherwise put out
of service in Southeast Asia,
according to Pentagon fig-
ures. Some 4,240 pilots, air
ecrew and other personnel
riding in thosé planes were
killed.

The Vietnam cease-fire
agreement came on the
heels of massive U.S. air at-
tacks around Hanoi and Hai-
phong, lending some cre-
dence to the prospect that
air power at least was 4 fac-
tor in forcing the war to-
ward a settlement. But the
Nixén administration had its
hand forced in Cambodia by
a Congress which ques-
tioned the constitutionality

and another 7,784 by B-52s
were made inside Cambodia
as the United States shifted
its air power to that battle-
field in an attempt to force
North. Vietnamese compli-
ance with a cease-fire there
and stave off a defeat for
government troops at the
hands of Communist msur
gents.

Like the long air war in
Vietnam; however, there is
certain to be debate for
some time to come about

bombing was in the battle
for Cambodia. ‘

As matters stand now,
there seems little prospect
for a quick ceasefire and
the battle is inconclusive.
Proponents of the bombing

argue that without U.S. air
power, the government of
President Lon Nol would
have fallen months ago.

Others argue that the
forces came to rely too
heavily and for too long on
the U.S. planes, and that the

just how effective the mass

-

1 : )
of the bombing and saw no
end in sight to the raids,

While the situation is gen-
erally regarded as gloomy
for the Cambodian ‘govern-
ment forces, ‘Adm. Thumas
H. Moorer, Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs ‘of Staff, re-
cently pointed out that the
insurgents have also suffer-
ed heavy losses recently,
have supply problems and
face the prospect of being
bogged down through Aug-
ust and September in mon-
soon rains.

The government is cred-
ited with about 190,000
troons. raughly half of them
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around the capital of Phnom
Penh. The insurgents are es-
timated to have less'than
half as many soldiers as the
Eovernment, but they con-
trol'about 80 per cent of the
land though perhaps only. 20
per, cent of the population,
according to Pentagon esti-
mates.

Some officials believe that
the Communist pressure on
‘Phnom Penh may ease
slightly, with the loeal Com-
munist forces turning atten-

' tion to some provincial capi-

tals where government
forces are gradually draw-
ing into a series of protee-
tive enclaves."

The Pentagon has said it
will continue to fly unarmed
reconnaissance flights over,
Cambodia and keep  flying
about six transports daily
into that country with mili-
tary aid allowed under the
congressional restrictions. \

Though there is a risk
that - the transport planes
might be fired upon, De-
fense Department spokes-
men have said they hope
Communist forces will not
take such action. If they did,
the Pentagon 'said, Congress
would"” have to change the
law before U.S. military re-
taliation could be _under:
taken. '

At the White House yes-
terday deputy press secre-
tary Gerald L. Warreén reit-
erated that the administra-
tion will do everything le-.
gally permissible “to sup-
port the government of |
Cambodia.”



