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P
erm

eating every aspect 
o
f th

e m
u
rk

y
 su

m
m

it m
eetin

g
 h

ere is 
d
eep

 S
o
v
iet u

n
certain

ty
 o

v
er th

e fu
-

tu
re o

f P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
, . th

e cen
tral 

to
p
ic o

f co
n
v
ersatio

n
 b

y
 ev

ery
o
n
e h

ere 
—

ex
cep

t. M
r. N

ix
o
n
 

a
n

d
 th

e 
S

oviet 
leaders them

selves. 
- T

h
e P

resid
en

t's 
calcu

lated
 an

d
 

self-
serv

in
g
 effo

rts to
 en

sh
rin

e d
eten

te as 
a sp

ecial N
ix

o
n
 creatio

n
—

its fu
tu

re 
co

ex
isten

t w
ith

 h
is o

w
n
—

h
as b

o
th

 em
-

b
a
rra

sse
d
 a

n
d
 a

n
g
e
re

d
' h

is S
o
v
ie

t 
h
o

sts. A
 le

a
d

in
g

 W
e
ste

rn
 a

n
a
ly

st 
called

 it " ,outrageous." 
In

d
eed

, th
e real reaso

n
 fo

r th
e 

tra
o

rd
in

a
ry

 c
h

a
n

g
e
 in

 th
e
 o

ffic
ia

l 
tran

slatio
n
 o

f M
r. N

ix
o
n
's celeb

rated
 

to
ast to

 C
o

m
m

u
n

ist P
arty

 lead
er L

eo
-

n
id

 B
rezh

n
ev

 at th
e state d

in
n

er last 
w

eek
, w

h
ich

 cred
ited

 d
eten

te to
 h

is 
"c

lo
se

 p
e
rso

n
a
l re

la
tio

n
sh

ip
" w

ith
 

B
rezh

n
ev

, w
as th

at it ap
p
alled

 an
d
 o

f-
fen

d
ed

 B
rezh

n
ev

 h
im

self. It ap
p

eared
 

to
 elev

ate B
rezh

v
ev

 to
 h

eig
h
ts u

n
ac-

cep
tab

le. to
 th

e C
o
m

m
u
n
ist P

arty
 h

ier-
archy. 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 B

rezh
n
ev

 is n
o
w

 at th
e 

p
e
a
k

 o
f h

is p
e
rso

n
a
l p

re
stig

e
 a

n
d

 
p
o
w

er, th
e cu

lt o
f th

e In
d
iv

id
u
al w

en
t, 

o
u
t w

ith
 N

ik
ita K

h
ru

sh
ch

ev
. F

ar m
o
re 

im
p
o
rtan

t, h
o
w

ev
er, is th

e fact th
at d

e-
ten

te b
ecam

e an
 o

b
ject o

f h
ig

h
est S

o
-
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iet p

o
licy
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o
t b

y
 an
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 B
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n
ev
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h
im
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 d
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4
th

 P
arty
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o
n
-
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T
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r. N
ixon's 

p
h

rase "clo
se p

erso
n

al relatio
n

sh
ip

" 
w

ith
 B

rezh
n
ev

 to
 "relatio

n
s b

etw
een

 
u
s." A

s o
n
e w

ell-in
fo

rm
ed
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o
v
iet ex
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p
ert to

ld
 u
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e h

av
e n

ev
er b

ased
 

any foreign policy ever on the claim
 of 

a p
erso

n
al relatio

n
sh

ip
 an

d
 w

e d
o
 n

o
t 

in
ten

d
 to

 start n
o
w

." 
N

o
 w

o
rd

 o
f th

is S
o
v
iet d
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leasu

re 
w

as allo
w

ed
 to
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u
g
h
 to

 M
r. 

N
ixon. Indeed, every public pronounce-

m
en

t u
ttered

 b
y

 S
o

v
iet lead

ers h
ere is 
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lly

 screen
ed

 to
 av

o
id

 an
y
 serh

-
b

lan
ce o

f v
eiled

 criticism
 o

f th
e P

resi-
d
en
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h
at is a m

easu
re o

f d
elicacy

 
w

ith
 w

h
ic

h
 th

e
 K

re
m

lin
 h

a
s a

p
-

proached its 19'74 negotiating sessions 
w

ith
 a P

resid
en

t w
h

o
 is h

ere to
d

ay
—

but m
ay be gone tom

orrow
.. 

Y
et, b

en
eath

 th
is p

lacid
' su

rface, th
e 

p
arty

's ru
lin

g
 estab

lish
m

en
t is ask

in
g
 

critical q
u

estio
n

s ab
o

u
t R

ich
ard

 M
. 

N
ix

o
n

 an
d

 th
e fu

tu
re o

f d
eten

te. F
o
r 

ex
am

p
le, it is felt th
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ce M

r. N
ix

.  

o
n

's 1
9

7
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 p
led

g
e fo
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ast U
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 th
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o

v
iet U

n
io
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, an

d
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p
ro

m
ise

 to
 e

x
te

n
d
 ta
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q
u
a
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 to
 

M
o

sco
w
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n

fu
lfilled

 b
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se 
o

f co
n

g
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n
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e sh

o
u

ld
 

h
av

e b
ro

u
g

h
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n
g

ressio
n

al d
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a-
tio

n
 w

ith
 h

im
 

to
 th

e su
m

m
it. B

u
t in

 
fact, th

e P
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en
t w
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o
t ab

o
u
t to

 
sh
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m

m
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lo
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 w
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 th
e D

em
-

ocratic C
ongress. 

M
o
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p
o
rtan
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n
o
w

 b
ein

g
 

w
id

e
ly

 b
u
t p
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a
te
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id
 th

a
t M
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N

ix
o
n
 sh

o
u
ld

 h
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e ex
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ed
 th

e p
it-

falls o
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n
g

ressio
n

al p
o

litics b
efo

re h
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p
ro

m
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 so
 m

u
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 in
 th

e w
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f ex
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o
u
g
h
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 w
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rd
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m
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u
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arty
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an

tm
en
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e tig
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n
tro
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 p

arty
 p
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u
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y
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m
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re o
f th
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. to
 d
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er o

n
 

th
o
se N
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o
n
 p
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fo
u

n
d
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h
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n
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n
g
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M
o

reo
v

er, a feelin
g

 o
f u

n
ease is b

e-
g
in

n
in

g
 to

 p
erm

eate h
ig

h
 p

arty
 lev

els 
ab

o
u
t th

e co
n
tin

u
in

g
 in
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ility

 o
f th
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A

m
erican

 g
o
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ern

m
en
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clu

d
in

g
 p

u
b
-

lish
ed
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 th
e A

m
erican

 p
reis 

ab
o
u
t d
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n
 b

etw
een

 M
r. N
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o
n
 

an
d

 h
is S

ecretary
 o

f S
tate. K

issin
g
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ed

 h
ere as critically

 im
p

o
r-
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t to

 th
e p

ro
cess o

f d
eten
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T

h
e attack

 o
n
 K

issin
g
er b

y
 lib

eral 
D

em
o
crats an

d
 "o

th
er p

o
w

erfu
l ele-

m
en

ts" in
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
, in

 th
e w

o
rd

s o
f 

o
n

e th
eo

retician
 h

ere, is b
eyon

d
 com

-
p

reh
en

sion
 
in

 th
is co

u
n
try

 o
f m

o
n
o
-

lith
ic b

u
reau

cratic so
lid

arity
. C

o
u

p
led

 
w

ith
 th

e P
resid

en
t's failu

re to
 sp

eak
 

o
u
t fo

r K
issin

g
er, th

is b
o
th

 d
istu
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and distracts S
oviet leaders. 

N
o
n
e o

f th
is m
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s th

at d
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te h
as 

b
een

 w
eak

en
ed

 as fu
n
d
am

en
tal S

o
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iet 

p
o
licy

. T
o
 th

e co
n
trary

, th
e m

ere: fact 
th

a
t th

e
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a
d

e
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ip
 h

e
re
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g
 

th
is th

ird
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m
m

it w
ith
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q
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isite d
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 m
ak

in
g

 so
 o

b
v

io
u

s a p
u

b
lic 

effort to ignore M
r. N
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 p
o
in

ts th
e o

th
er w

ay
: D
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te is 
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erceiv

ed
 as v

ital to
 S

o
v
iet in

ter-
ests stretch

in
g
 far b

ey
o
n
d
 th

e en
d
 o
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R
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B
u
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e m
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e atm

o
s-

p
h
ere m
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d
 th
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m
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en

ts 
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m
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o
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d
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y
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ard
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"D
etente is still perceived as vital to Soviet 

l  
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g
 b
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n
d
 th
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