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A String of White 

The Watergate—it started here June 19, 1972 

By Jack Nelson 
L.A. Times Service 

Washington 
President Nixon's terse 

announcement of develop-
ments in the Watergate 
case ended ten months of 
White House denials of ad-
ministration involvement 
in political espionage op-
erations. 

Shortly after the stern-
faced President ended his 
press conference yesterday, 
White House press secretary 

Ronald Zie- 
A 	filer told re- 

porters that 
News Mr. Nixon's 

Analysis announce- 
ment was 
"the opera-

tive statement . . the other 
statements are  inopera-
tive." 

Statements now "inopera-
tive" include earlier com-
ments by Mr.. Nixon that 
while he was "puzzled" by 

this very bizarre incident," 
he was completely satisfied 
that there was no adminis-
tration involvement. 

Ever since Ziegler's dis-
missal of the case as "a 
third-rate alleged burglary 
attempt" on June 19, two 
days after five men were ar-
rested inside Democratic 
headquarters in the1  Water-
gate, the White House had 
insisted that no one in the 
administration was involved. 

In fact, only four hours be-
fore Mr. Nixon's announce-
ment, the White House said 
it stood by an August 29 
statement -  by the President 
denying involvement by any 
one "presently employed" in 
the administration. 

Ziegler, w h o over the 
months became testy i n 
replying to questions about 
Watergate, called Mr. Nix-
on's latest statement "clear, 
precise and operative." He 
said a l 1 previous White 

House statements we r e 
"based on investigation and 
information available at that 
time." 

FIGURES 
In past press briefings Zie-

gler had defended White 
House figures who had been 
publicly linked to political 
espionage, but yesterday he 
told reporters that because 
o f the President's latest 
statements it would be "in-
appropriate" to discuss any 
individuals. 

Ziegler, tense and nerv-
ous, declined to say whether 
White House counsel John 
W. Dean II was innocent of 
any wrongdoing or whether 
the White House stood be-
hind a March 26 statement 
that Dean had had no prior 
knowledge of the Watergate 
case. On that day the Los 
Angeles Times quoted con-
victed Watergate conspira-
tor James W. McCord Jr. as 
saying he had been told that 
Dean did have prior know-
ledge. 

One o f Ziegler's most 
heated denials o f White 
House involvement in politi-
cal espionage came on Janu-
ary 29 when he defended his 
old University of Southern 

California classmate,  
Dwight Chapin. Chapin had 
resigned as the President's 
appointments secretary aft-
er being linked in press re-
ports to political spying. 

WHISTLE 
Ziegler denied Chapin was 

forced out because of the re-
ports and also denied a 
newspaper report quoting a 
source as saying Chapin had 
told his superior, H. 
Haldeman, White House 
chief of staff, that he would 
"blow the whistle" if forced 
to resign immediately after 
the election. 

The Watergate case has 
been met with skepticism 
ever since June 18 when for-
mer • attorney general John 
N. Mitchell, then director of 
the Committee to Re-Elect 
t h e President, identified 
McCord as proprietor of a 
private security agency em-
ployed to assist with 'instal,. 
lation of our security sys-
tem." 

DIRECTOR 
It turned out that McCord, 

who had been caught with 
four others in the Water-
gate, was security director 
for both the re-election com- 

mittee aad the Republican 
National Committee. 

By June 20 news stories 
were tying administration 
figures into the incident. 
One was E. Howard Hunt 
Jr., a consultant in the 
White House who worked un-
der Charles W. Colson, spe-
cial counsel to the Presi-
dent. 

On June 22 President Nix-
on declared the White House 
had "no involvement what-
ever" in Watergate. 

On July 1, Mitchell re-
signed as Mr. Nixon's cam-
paign director. A campaign 
spokesman said it was to 
"devote more time to his 
wife" and had nothing to do 
with the Watergate incident. 

Also linked to the case by 
now was G. Gordon Liddy, a 
re-electipn committee offi-
cial and former White House 
aide. He was fired by the 
committee for refining to 
cooperate in an FBI investi-
gation. Liddy has refused to 
talk about his part in the 
case. McCord and Hunt both 
have said that Liddy was 
working for others in the 
bugging operation. 

LINKS 
Although newspapers 

throughout the ;summer con-
tinued to report on White 
House and re - election com-
mittee links to the Water-
gate case spokesmen insist-
ed that the only persons in-
volved were the five arrest-
ed in the building plus Hunt 
and Liddy. 

On August 29 President 
Nixon told reporters a spe-
cial White House investiga-
tion by Dean found that "no 
one in this administration 
presently employed was in-
volved in this very bizarre 
incident." 

The President said "what-
really hurts in matters of 
this sort is not the fact that 



House Denials 
they occur because overzeal-
ous people in campaigns do 
things that are wrong. What 
really hurts is if you try to 
cover it up." 

INDICTED 
On September 15 a federal 

grand jury indicted seven 
men — Hunt, Liddy and 
McCord and the other four 
men arrested in the Water-
gate. And on October 5, 
President Nixon paid that 
the FBI had conducted a 
massive investigation in the 
case because he had wanted 
to be sure that no White 
House staffer or person in a 
position Qf "major responsi-
bility" had had anything to 
do with the bugging. 

However continuing news 
reports about the use of 
campaign funds to finance  

the bugging and other politi-
cal espionage put the White 
House under pressure to say 
something substantive about 
Watergate. 

The pressure mounted aft-
er Hunt and four of those ar-
rested in Watergate pleaded 
guilty last January and a 
trial of Liddy and McCord 
left questions of involvement 
of higher-ups unresolved. 
Liddy and McCord were con-
victed but neither testified 
at the trial. 

U.S. District Judge John 
J. Sirica who presided over 
the trial expressed dissatis-
faction that "all the facts" 
had not come out and said 
he hoped a special Senate 
committee investigating 
Watergate would get to the 
bottom of it. 


