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T
he V

icuna C
oat C

over-U
p 

"F
ederal authorities say it w

as only through the 

intervention of P
residents E

isenhow
er and K

ennedy 

that Sherm
an A

dam
s w

as spared crim
inal prosecution." 

O
u
t o

f th
e p

ast, w
e h

av
e n

o
w

 u
n
co

v
-

e
re

d
 th

e
 m

u
sty

 d
e
ta

ils o
f a

 little
 

W
aterg

ate, a scan
d
al th

at th
e W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se h

u
sh

ed
 u

p
 n

early
 tw

o
 d

ecad
es 

ag
o
. P

resid
en

ts o
f b

o
th

 p
arties jo

in
ed

 
In the cover-up. 

R
e
m

e
m

b
e
r S

h
e
rm

a
n
 A

d
a
m

s, th
e
 

flin
ty

 W
h
ite H

o
u
se ch

ief o
f staff b

ack
s 

in the 1950s? H
e w

as the late P
resident 

D
w

ig
h
t E

isen
h
o
w

er's H
. R

. IIald
em

an
 

u
n
til w

e ex
p
o
sed

 h
is relatio

n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 

tex
tile ty

co
o
n
 B

ern
ard

 G
o
ld

fin
e. W

e 
re

p
o
rte

d
 th

a
t A

d
a
m

s h
a
d
 a

c
c
e
p
te

d
 

g
ifts fro

m
 G

o
ld

fin
e. O

n
e o

f th
e p

res-
en

ts, a v
icu

n
a co

at, b
ecam

e th
e sy

m
b
o
l 

o
f co

rru
p
tio

n
 in

 th
o
se d

ay
s. 

B
o
sto

n
 p

u
b
lish

er Jo
h
n
 F

o
x
 ad

d
ed

 a 
m

ore serious charge to our story. G
old-

fin
e h

ad
 to

ld
 h

im
, sw

o
re F

o
x
, ab

o
u
t 

h
elp

in
g
 A

d
am

s in
 a m

o
re m

aterial w
ay

 
—

"w
ith

 cash
." T

h
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se tried

 
to

 d
em

o
lish

 F
o
x
 w

ith
 d

en
ials an

d
 p

er-
so

n
al attack

s. In
 th

o
se in

n
o
cen

t d
ay

s, 
th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se w

as still b
eliev

ed
, 

an
d
 F

o
x
 w

en
t in

to
 o

b
scu

rity
 a b

itter, 
d
isc

re
d
ite

d
 m

a
n
 su

sp
e
c
te

d
 o

f ly
in

g
 

a
b
o
u
t A

d
a
m

s o
u
t o

f p
e
rso

n
a
l v

e
n
-

geance. 
W

e h
av

e n
o
w

 learn
ed

 th
at F

o
x
 m

ay
 

h
av

e b
een

 rig
h
t. T

h
is w

as d
eterm

in
ed

 
b
y
 fed

eral au
th

o
rities w

h
o
 h

av
e n

o
w

 
to

ld
 u

s th
e d

etails th
at h

av
e b

een
 su

p
-

p
re

sse
d
 a

ll th
e
se

 y
e
a
rs. It w

a
s o

n
ly

 
th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e In
terv

en
tio

n
 o

f P
resid

en
ts 

E
isen

h
o
w

er an
d
 Jo

h
n
 K

en
n
ed

y
 th

at 
A

d
am

s w
as sp

ared
 crim

in
al p

ro
secu

-
tion. 

B
y
 a cu

rio
u
s flu

k
e, fed

eral sleu
th

s 
learn

ed
 th

at G
o
ld

fin
e ap

p
aren

tly
 w

as 
slip

p
in

g
 cash

 to
 A

d
am

s. It seem
s th

at 
o
n
e o

f A
d
am

s' lan
d
lad

ies d
id

n
't lik

e 
h
im

. S
o
m

etim
es h

e p
aid

 h
er in

 cash
, 

som
etim

es w
ith cashier's checks. W

hen 
h
e g

av
e h

er a cash
ier's ch

eek
, sh

e su
r-

rep
titio

u
sly

 reco
rd

ed
 th

e n
u
m

b
er an

d
  

th
e n

am
e o

f th
e b

an
k
 it w

as d
raw

n
 o

f 
b
e
fo

re
 d

e
p
o
sitin

g
 it. S

h
e
 w

a
s a

b
le

, 
th

erefo
re, to

 g
iv

e in
v
estig

ato
rs in

v
alu

-
ab

le lead
s. T

h
ey

 q
u
ick

ly
 d

isco
v
ered

 
th

at A
d
am

s, d
u
rin

g
 h

is o
fficial trav

els, 
b
o
u
g
h
t cash

ier's ch
eck

s all o
v
er A

m
er-

ica. T
h
is stran

g
e p

ractice b
eg

an
 b

efo
re 

h
e cam

e to
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se. A

s h
e 

m
oved upw

ard in N
ew

 H
am

pshire pol-
itics in

to
 th

e g
o
v
ern

o
r's m

an
sio

n
, h

e 
ap

p
aren

tly
 su

p
p
lem

en
ted

 h
is salary

 
w

ith
 secret h

an
d
o
u
ts fro

m
 th

e tex
tile 

m
agnate. 
A

fter th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t an
d
 

In
tern

al R
ev

en
u
e S

erv
ice h

ad
 fin

ish
ed

 
com

piling the figures, they w
ere aston-

ish
ed

 to
 fin

d
 th

at A
d
am

s alleg
ed

ly
 h

ad
 

o
b
tain

ed
 $

1
5
,0

0
0
 in

 a sin
g
le m

o
n
th

 
fro

m
 G

o
ld

fin
e an

d
 an

 estim
ated

 $350,-
0
0
0
 d

u
rin

g
 th

eir en
tire relatio

n
sh

ip
. 

T
he investigation reached its clim

ax in 
th

e early
 1

9
6
0
s w

h
ile th

e late R
o
b
ert 

K
ennedy w

as A
ttorney G

eneral. 
O

n
 C

ap
ito

l H
ill, th

e S
en

ate's m
o
st 

acco
m

p
lish

ed
 p

ersu
ad

er, th
e late E

v
er-

ett D
irk

sen
 (R

-R
1
.), learn

ed
 th

at K
en

-
n
ed

y
 w

as th
in

k
in

g
 o

f m
o
v
in

g
 ag

ain
st 

A
d
a
m

s. D
irk

se
n
 p

h
o
n
e
d
 P

re
sid

e
n
t 

K
en

n
ed

y
's to

p
 tro

u
b
le-sh

o
o
ter, K

en
n
y
 

O
'D

o
n
n
ell, an

d
 p

lead
ed

: "L
et's n

o
t b

e 
silly. S

h
erm

 m
ay

 h
av

e b
een

 n
aiv

e, b
u
t 

w
h
at's a v

icu
n
a co

at? W
h
at g

o
o
d
 w

ill 
all th

is d
o
 n

o
w

?" 
O

'D
o
n
n
e
ll, u

n
a
w

a
re

 o
f th

e
 c

a
se

 
ag

ain
st A

d
am

s, b
u
t m

u
ch

 aw
are o

f 
D

irksen's pow
er on C

apitol hill, prom
-

ised
 to

 d
o
 w

h
at h

e co
u
ld

. A
lw

ay
s th

e  

tactician
, O

'D
o
n
n
ell first ch

eck
ed

 w
ith

 
R

o
b
ert K

en
n
ed

y
 w

h
o
 fo

u
n
d
 h

is p
ro

se-
c
u
to

rs w
e
re

n
't te

rrib
ly

 e
a
g
e
r to

 g
o
 

ahead w
ith the case. "W

e've got a pros-
ecu

tab
le case," th

ey
 ad

v
ised

 h
im

, "b
u
t 

it's a m
arg

in
al o

n
e." 

O
'D

o
n
n
ell th

en
 to

o
k
 D

irk
sen

's ap
-

p
eal to

 th
e P

resid
en

t. Jo
h
n
 K

en
n
ed

y
 

p
o
n
d
ered

 b
riefly

, th
en

 rem
ark

ed
 to

 h
is 

aide: "W
hy go backw

ards? W
hy em

bar-
rass Ik

e? T
h
at's w

h
ere it's g

o
in

g
 to

 
lan

d
—

o
n
 Ik

e. A
n
d
 h

e's d
o
n
e to

o
 m

u
ch

 
fo

r th
e co

u
n
try

." 
B

u
t P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
, still u

n
su

re, 
sen

t an
 em

issary
 to

 A
d
am

s' o
ld

 b
o
ss, 

D
w

ig
h
t E

isen
h
o
w

er. T
h
e em

issary
 ad

-
v
ised

 E
isen

h
o
w

er th
at K

en
n
ed

y
 h

eld
 

h
im

 in
 h

ig
h
 re

g
a
rd

 a
n
d
, in

 e
ffe

c
t, 

w
an

ted
 h

im
 to

 d
ecid

e w
h
eth

er A
d
am

s 
sh

o
u
ld

 b
e p

ro
secu

ted
. Ik

e's rep
ly

: A
d
-

am
s h

ad
 su

ffered
 en

o
u
g
h
 b

y
 th

e d
is-

g
race o

f b
ein

g
 d

riv
en

 fro
m

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se. P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
 g

racio
u
sly

 
co

n
cu

rred
 an

d
 d

ro
p
p
ed

 th
e case. 

M
ean

w
h
ile, A

d
am

s w
ro

te an
 ex

p
la-

n
ato

ry
 letter to

 th
e K

en
n
ed

y
 ad

m
in

is-
tratio

n
. S

o
u
rces w

h
o
 h

av
e seen

 th
e let-

te
r sa

y
 A

d
a
m

s a
d
m

itte
d
 re

c
e
iv

in
g
 

m
oney from

 unrem
em

bered donors but 
d
e
n
ie

d
 a

n
y
 o

f th
e
 c

a
sh

 c
a
m

e
 fro

m
 

G
o
ld

fin
e
. S

tra
n
g
e
rs w

o
u
ld

 p
re

ss 
m

o
n
ey

 u
p
o
n
 h

im
, A

d
am

s alleg
ed

ly
 

w
ro

te, to
 h

elp
 h

im
 fin

an
cially

 so
 h

e 
could afford to continue in public serv-
ice. W

e tried
 to

 reach
 A

d
am

s w
h
o
 n

o
w

 
ru

n
s a sk

i reso
rt in

 h
is .N

ew
 H

em
p
- 

sh
ire h

ills. H
e is trav

elin
g
 o

v
erseas 

an
d
 n

ev
er resp

o
n
d
ed

 to
 th

e m
essag

es 
w

e left. W
e also

 co
n
tacted

 h
is frien

d
 

an
d
 atto

rn
ey

 at th
e tim

e, G
erald

 M
o
r-

gan, w
ho declined any com

m
ent on the 

old case. 
A

fter P
resident K

ennedy's assassina-
tio

n
, P

resid
en

t Jo
h
n
so

n
 in

h
erited

 th
e 

d
u
ty

 o
f co

llectin
g
 th

e tax
es th

at A
d
-

am
s o

w
ed

 o
n
 th

e cash
 h

e h
ad

 accu
-

m
u
lted

. T
h
ere w

ere also
 so

m
e sev

ere 
civ

il p
en

alties fo
r h

is failu
re to

 p
ay

 
earlier. 

O
ne day, P

resident Johnson w
as sur-

p
rised

 to
 h

ear fro
m

 E
isen

h
o
w

er. T
h
e 

call w
asn

't ab
o
u
t affairs o

f state b
u
t 

ab
o
u
t th

e v
ig

o
ro

u
s effo

rts to
 co

llect 
fro

m
 A

d
am

s. L
B

J h
eard

 E
isen

h
o
w

er 
o
u
t an

d
 th

en
 called

 h
is In

tern
al R

ev
e-

nue C
om

m
issioner, S

heldon C
ohen. 

"L
o
o
k
," said

 th
e P

resid
en

t, "Ik
e's 

lean
in

g
 all o

v
er m

e ab
o
u
t th

is th
in

g
." 

W
h
a
t w

a
s C

o
h
e
n
's a

ttitu
d
e
, a

sk
e
d
 

Jo
h
n
so

n
. C

o
h
en

 to
ld

 h
is b

o
ss sim

p
ly

: 
"I th

in
k
 w

e o
u
g
h
t to

 h
an

d
le it ju

st lik
e 

an
y
 o

th
er case." T

h
e tax

 ch
ief reco

m
-

m
en

d
ed

 th
at th

ey
 p

ro
ceed

 ju
st as if E

i-
se

n
h
o
w

e
r h

a
d
n
't c

a
lle

d
. Jo

h
n
so

n
 

agreed, and A
dam

s quietly paid up. 
F

o
o
tn

o
te: L

o
o
k
in

g
 b

ack
 o

n
 th

e A
d
-

am
s d

eb
acle, w

e w
ere su

rp
rised

 h
o
w

 
m

an
y
 o

f th
e cast o

f ch
aracters rem

ain
 

u
n
ch

an
g
ed

. R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o
n
, th

en
 th

e 
11 V

ice P
resident, w

as m
using: "T

he trou- 
. tile w

ith
 R

ep
u
b
lican

s Is th
at w

hen they 
g
et in

 tro
u
b
le, th

ey
 start actin

g
 lik

e a 
bunch of cannibals." T

hen, as now
, ad- 1• 

'i 
m

in
istratio

n
 sp

o
k
esm

en
 w

ere m
ak

in
g
 

su
re n

o
 o

n
e th

o
u
g
h
t fo

r a m
o
m

en
t th

at 
th

e P
resid

en
t w

as to
u
ch

ed
 b

y
 th

e scan
-

d
al. A

n
d
 S

en
. B

arry
 G

o
ld

w
ater, (R

-
A

riz.), an
d
 R

ep
. Jo

h
n
 M

o
ss (D

-C
alif.), 

th
en

 as n
o
w

, w
ere lead

in
g
 th

e cry
 fo

r 
reform

. (t51973, U
nited F

eature fO
ndleate 


