
U
n

an
sw

ered
 q

u
estio

n
s in

 th
e sin

ister W
aterg

ate case 
W

A
SH

IN
G

T
O

N
—

W
hen President N

ixon 
o
n
 F

eb
ru

ary
 7

 sig
n
ed

 th
e law

 req
u
irin

g
 

full disclosure of political cam
paign con-

, tributions and expenditures, he said, "B
y 

giving the A
m

erican public full access to 
the facts of political financing, this teals-

. ation w
ill guard against cam

paign abus-
es an

d
 w

ill w
o

rk
 to

 b
u

ild
 p

u
b

lic co
n

fi-
en

ce in
 th

e in
teg

rity
 o

f th
e electo

ral 
rocess." 
S

ev
en

 m
o
n
th

s later, th
e u

n
an

sw
ered

 
questions in the sinister W

atergate case 
are seriously straining the public's confi-
d
en

ce. In
stead

 o
f g

iv
in

g
 th

e p
u
b
lic fu

ll 
access to the facts, N

ixon and his subor-
d
in

ates are striv
in

g
 to

 m
in

im
ize th

em
, 

obscure them
, and divert attention from

 
th

em
. It is n

o
t an

 edifying perform
ance. 

N
o
t a

n
 a

m
u
sin

g
 ca

p
e
r 

T
he W

atergate case is not an am
using 

cap
er o

r a "v
ery

 b
izarre in

cid
en

t" o
r an

 
indiscretion com

m
itted by som

e "over-
zealous" underling. (T

he quotations are 
fro

m
 N

ix
o

n
's p

ress co
n

feren
ce o

f. last 
w

eek.) E
vidence already disclosed indi-

cates th
at sev

eral ag
en

ts o
f th

e N
ix

o
n
 

cam
paign organization w

ere engaged for 
so

m
e co

n
sid

erab
le p

erio
d
 o

f tim
e last 

spring in electronic eavesdropping on the 
offices of the D

em
ocratic N

ational C
orn-

2nittee and in photographing D
em

ocratic 
m

ail and other docum
ents. 

T
his political espionage not only m

akes 
it possible to obtain inform

ation to w
hich 

k o
n
e is n

o
t en

titled
 b

u
t it also

 lay
s th

e 
I
 b

asis fo
r en

trap
m

en
t an

d
 b

lack
m

ail. 
S

u
ch

 esp
io

n
ag

e is co
m

m
o
n
 in

 p
o
lice 

states. It h
as n

o
 p

reced
en

t in
 A

m
erican

 
p

o
litics. It is a h

id
eo

u
s d

ev
elo

p
m

en
t 

w
hich cannot be brushed aside. 
B

ru
sh

in
g
 it asid

e is ex
actly

 w
h
at th

e  

W
IL

L
IA

M
 V

. S
H

A
N

N
O

N
 

N
ixon cam

paign organization has desper-
ately

 b
een

 try
in

g
 to

 d
o
 ev

er sin
ce its 

agents w
ere arrested early in June. F

or-
m

er A
tty

. G
en

. Jo
h

n
 N

. M
itch

ell, th
en

 
ch

airm
an

 o
f th

e C
o
m

m
ittee to

 R
e-elect 

th
e P

resid
en

t, im
m

ed
iately

 d
en

ied
 th

at 
the com

m
ittee had any connection w

ith 
th

e arrested
 m

en
. R

o
n
ald

 Z
ieg

ler, th
e 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se p

ress sp
o
k
esm

an
, d

is-
m

issed
 th

em
 as "th

ird
 g

rad
e b

u
rg

lars" 
unw

orthy  o
f h

is com
m

ent.  

T
h

e
 se

q
u

e
n

ce
 o

f e
ve

n
ts 

T
hen the follow

ing sequence of events 
o
c
c
u
rre

d
. O

n
e
 o

f th
e
 m

e
n
 a

rre
ste

d
 

turned out to be the N
ixon com

m
ittee's 

secu
rity

 co
o

rd
in

ato
r. A

n
o

th
er m

an
 in

-
volved w

as show
n to have w

orked until 
M

arch 29 as a consultant for presidential 
assistant C

harles C
olson. T

hen the sum
 

of $114,000 w
as traced from

 the N
ixon 

cam
p

aig
n

 fu
n

d
 to

 th
e M

iam
i b

an
k

 ac-
count of one of  the arrested m

en. 
T

h
e atto

rn
ey

 fo
r th

e N
ix

o
n

 fin
an

ce 
com

m
ittee, w

ho until recently had also 
w

orked for C
olson at the W

hite H
ouse, 

refu
sed

 to
 an

sw
er th

e F
B

I's q
u
estio

n
s 

ab
o
u
t th

is m
o
n
ey

 an
d
 w

as fired
. T

h
en

 
the treasurer of the com

m
ittee resigned. 

M
itchell has also resigned purportedly to 

placate his w
ife. M

rs. M
itch

ell, it m
ig

h
t  

be noted, said  in her last in
terv

iew
 b

e  
h
e
r h

u
sb

a
n
d
's 

resignation  th
a
t s

h
e
  

w
anted him

 out of the cam
paign  b

ecau
se 

politics is "dirty b
u

sin
ess." 

S
e
rio

u
s irre

g
u
la

ritie
s 

T
he G

eneral A
ccounting O

ffice Investi-
gated the N

ixon cam
paign fund and dis-

covered serious irregularities. F
or exam

- 

ple, M
aurice S

tans, the form
er secretary 

of C
om

m
erce w

ho is the chief fund-raiser 
for the N

ixon cam
paign kept $350,000 in 

cash
 in

 a safe in
 h

is secretary
's o

ffice. 
T

his m
oney w

as not credited to the N
ixon 

cam
p
aig

n
 acco

u
n
t u

n
til M

ay
 2

5
 an

d
 is 

su
p

p
o

sed
 to

 h
av

e b
een

 left o
v

er fro
m

 
the 1968 cam

paign. 
T

he G
A

O
 has been unable to get to the 

bottom
 of this story because it does not 

have the authority to subpoena w
itnesses 

o
r reco

rd
s. S

in
ce its rep

o
rt w

as p
u
b
-

lish
ed

, h
o
w

ev
er, S

en
. D

o
le o

f K
an

sas, 
th

e R
ep

u
b
lican

 N
atio

n
al C

o
m

m
ittee 

chairm
an, has been grinding out charges 

about D
em

ocratic party financial irregu- 

P
ress S

ecreto
ry Z

ieg
ler 

'T
hird grade burglars'? 

larities. T
his is a deliberate technique to 

churn up as m
uch confusion as possible 

an
d
 en

co
u
rag

e th
e p

u
b
lic to

 th
in

k
 th

at 
b
o
th

 p
arties are eq

u
ally

 in
 th

e w
ro

n
g
. 

S
uch is not the case. 

N
o

t co
lleg

e kid
s 

T
he arrested m

en involved in the W
at-

erg
ate case are n

o
t am

ateu
rs o

r co
lleg

e 
k
id

s w
o
rk

in
g
 in

 th
eir first cam

p
aig

n
. 

T
hey include experienced political law

-
yers and veteran C

IA
 agents. T

hey w
ere 

not given $114,000 just for fun. W
ho as-

signed them
 to this operation? T

o w
hom

 
did they turn 

o
v

e
r the w

iretap inform
a-

tion and the photocopied docum
ents? 

W
hy did a M

innesota businessm
an give 

$25,000 in cash to a R
epublican contact 

m
an

 o
n

 a M
iam

i g
o

lf co
u

rse an
d

 in
sist 

on anonym
ity? 

W
h
y
 d

id
 sev

eral T
ex

as b
u
sin

essm
en

 
fu

n
n

el $
8

9
,0

0
0

 to
 th

e N
ix

o
n

 cam
p

aig
n

 
through a M

exico C
ity law

yer and insist 
on anonym

ity? 
W

hy did S
tans keep $350,000 in cash In 

a safe in his secretary's office? 
W

hy is the N
ixon cam

paign organiza-
tio

n
 ad

am
an

t in
 its refu

sal to
 id

en
tify

 
the individuals w

ho gave $10 m
illion be-

fo
re th

e n
ew

 law
 w

en
t in

to
 effect o

n
 

A
p
ril 6

? W
h
o
 are th

o
se in

d
iv

id
u
als? 

W
hat do they hope to get from

 the N
ixon 

A
dm

inistration in
 th

e n
ex

t four years? 
W

hy is N
ixon determ

ined to keep the 
in

v
estig

atio
n
 u

n
d
er th

e co
n
tro

l o
f h

is 
o

w
n

 Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t? W

h
y

 d
o

es h
e 

refuse to appoint an independent prose-
cutor to conduct this case? 

H
ow

 do repeated evasions and denials 
"build public confidence in the integrity 
of the electoral process?" 

T
he questions linger. 

e 1972, N
eor Y

ork T
im

es S
ervice 

T
h
is article w

as carried
 b

y
 N

Y
T

im
es 6

 ,S
ep

 7
2
. 

W
o
rd

s u
n
d
erlin

ed
 in

 red
 n

o
t in

 th
e T

im
es' v

ersio
n
. 
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