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C
risis and Its 'E

xquisite A
gony' M

 
B

y W
illiam

 G
reider 

w
astanstor, post sum

 W
riter 

.1/4, T
h
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t d

id
 n

o
t 

Itv
e

a  
to describe how

 it felt, 
a; public m

an caught in the 
crucible of an epic political 
crisis, forced to explain him

-
self b

efo
re th

e n
atio

n
al au

-
dience of television. 

R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o

n
 h

as b
een

 
• there beofre. "E

xquisite ag-
ony," he once called it. 

"W
h

en
 a m

an
 h

as b
een

 
th

ro
u
g
h
 ev

en
 a m

in
o
r cri-

sis," M
r. N

ixon w
rote som

e 
Y

ears ago, "he learns not to 
w

o
rry

 w
h

en
 h

is m
u

scles 
te

n
se

 u
p
, h

is b
re

a
th

in
g
 

com
es faster, his nerves tin-

gle, his stom
ach churns, his 

tem
p
er b

eco
m

es sh
o
rt, h

is 
nights are sleepless. 

"H
e recognizes such sym

p-
trim

s a
s th

e
 n

a
tu

ra
l a

n
d

 
h
ealth

y
 sig

n
s th

at In
s sy

s-
tem

 is k
ey

ed
 u

p
 fo

r b
attle. 

F
ar fro

m
 w

o
rry

in
g

 w
h

en
 

th
is h

a
p
p
e
n
s, h

e
 sh

o
u
ld

 
w

orry w
hen it does not." 	

• 
- M

ore than anything else, 
m

o
re

 th
a
n
 id

e
a
s o

r p
ro

-
g
ram

s o
r p

erso
n
ality

, crisis 
is th

e
 m

a
rk

 o
f 

th
e m

an
's 

p
u

b
lic ca

reer, a
 

m
easure 

w
h
ich

 h
e p

o
p
u
larized

 h
im

-
self in

 h
is m

em
o

irs o
f th

e 
1950's, "S

ix C
rises." 

"C
risis can indeed 

b
e ag-

ony," b
e w

ro
te. "B

u
t it is 

the exquisite agony w
hich a 

m
an m

ight not w
ant to expe-

rience again—
yet w

ould not 
fo

r th
e
 w

o
rld

 h
a
v

e
 

m
issed." 
D

o
u
b
tless, M

r. 
N

ixon 
O

s n
o
t a

t th
e
 m

o
m

e
n

t  

feel q
u

ite as p
h

ilo
so

p
h

ical 
a
b
o
u
t h

is p
re

se
n
t c

risis. 
H

is tw
o

 m
o

st tru
ste

d
, 

m
ost pow

erful associates re-
sig

n
 in

 scan
d
al, th

e W
h
ite 

H
ouse counsel fired, the A

t-
to

rn
e
y

 G
e
n

e
ra

l c
o

m
p

ro
-

m
ised

. T
h
e h

o
u
se-clean

in
g
 

w
ill b

e fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y
 g

ran
d
 

jury action, by m
ore public 

in
q

u
iry

, an
d

 p
ro

b
ab

ly
 b

y
 

m
ore recrim

inations am
ong 

the' N
ixon m

en them
selves 

over w
ho launched the ille-

g
al esp

io
n

ag
e in

 last y
ear's 

p
resid

en
tial cam

p
aig

n
 an

d
 

w
ho covered it up. 
T

his one is enorm
ous be-

sid
e
 a

ll th
e
 o

th
e
rs. It is 

m
o
re th

reaten
in

g
 th

an
 an

y
 

o
f th

e o
th

er tem
p
o
rary

 ep
i-

sodes, large and sm
all, from

 
w

h
ich

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 em

erg
ed

 
each

 tim
e larg

er an
d

 m
o

re 
su

ccessfu
l th

an
 b

efo
re, a 

rare political resilience that 
is being tested once again. 

B
y
 h

is o
w

n
 reco

u
n
tin

g
, 

M
r. N

ixon's career w
as stud-

ded by dram
atic m

om
ents of 

crisis—
his expose of A

lger 
H

iss in
 1

9
4
8
, th

e, "N
ix

o
n
 

F
u
n

d
" scan

d
al o

f h
is 1

9
5
2
 

cam
p

aig
n

 fo
r V

ice P
resi-

d
en

t, th
e su

sp
en

se o
f P

resi-
d
en

t E
isen

h
o
w

er's h
eart at-

tack and the suggestion that 
M

r. N
ixon w

ould be bum
ped 

as 
a 

second-term
 

running 
m

ate, th
e m

o
b
s th

at sto
n
ed

 
h
is car in

 C
aracas in

 1
9
5
8
, 

a
n

d
 h

is h
a
ir-lin

e
 lo

ss to
 

John P
. K

ennedy in the 1960 
presidential race. 

S
ince he w

rote that book, 
th

e m
an

 h
as b

een
 in

 m
ajo

r  

crises at least th
ree o

r fo
u
r 

tim
es m

ore. In 1962, he lost 
his "cool" after defeat in the 
C

alifo
rn

ia g
o
v
ern

o
r's race 

and lam
basted the reportres 

a
t h

is "la
st p

re
ss c

o
n

fe
r-

ence." 
A

 few
 y

ears later, after 
his stunning political com

e-
b

ack
 h

ad
 m

ad
e h

im
 P

resi-
dent, M

r. N
ixon w

as facing 
g
lo

b
al crisis, n

o
tab

ly
 w

h
en

 
he launched a U

.S
. Invasion 

o
f C

am
b
o
d
ia in

 th
e sp

rin
g
 

cif 1971 and w
hen he ordered 

th
e m

in
in

g
 an

d
 retaliato

ry
 

bom
bing against N

orth V
iet-

n
am

 last y
ear. In

 b
o

th
 in

-
stan

ces, h
e w

as b
o
m

b
ard

ed
 

b
y

 h
o

stile p
u

b
lic reactio

n
, 

b
u

t th
e co

n
tro

v
ersy

 n
ev

er 
reached its current peak. 

E
v
en

 if M
r. N

ix
o
n
's n

a-
tio

n
al telev

isio
n
 ad

d
ress 

stirs a sw
ell o

f p
u
b
lic sy

m
-

p
a
th

y
, a

s
 h

is
 fa

m
o
u
s
 

"C
h
eck

ers" sp
eech

 d
id

 in
 

1
9
5
2
, th

e rem
ain

d
er o

f h
is 

term
 w

ill still be m
arred by 

th
e tan

g
le o

f co
u
rtro

o
m

 ac-
tion surrounding W

atergate. 
A

n
d
 h

is rep
u
tatio

n
 w

ill b
e 

h
a
u
4
te

d
 b

y
 th

e
 q

u
e
stio

n
 

th
at o

n
ce seem

ed
 w

ild
ly

 
im

p
ertin

en
t: W

h
at d

id
 th

e 
P

resident him
self know

? 
H

aldem
an, E

hrlichm
an et 

al stay
ed

 n
o

tab
ly

 
close to 

the O
val O

ffice in every im
-

portant decision. M
r. N

ixon 
h
im

self o
n
ce rem

ark
ed

 to
 

rep
o

rters in
 early

 1
9

7
1

, th
e 

y
ear w

h
en

 h
is re-electio

n
 

cam
paign 

w
as 

being 
p
lan

n
ed

: "W
h
en

 I am
 th

e  

can
d

id
ate, I ru

n
 th

e cam
-

paign." 
T

hat tantalizing quotation 
has been dredged up lately 
and w

ill likely be explored 
further in the political gos-
sip, no m

atter how
 convinc-

in
g
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
's a

c
tio

n
s 

seem
 to the general public. 

In the past tw
o w

eeks, his 
b
eh

av
io

r h
ad

 fo
llo

w
ed

 th
e 

fa
m

ilia
r p

a
tte

rn
 o

f p
a
st 

crises, at least according to 
w

h
at little is k

n
o

w
n

 o
f it. 

H
e drew

 back to him
self in 

iso
latio

n
, co

n
su

lted
 a v

ery
 

few
 clo

se an
d

 lo
n

g
-tru

sted
 

associates, then sw
eated out 

his decision in singular pri-
vacy. 

T
h
is p

ast w
eek

en
d
 w

as 
spent at the presidential re- 
treat, C

am
p D

avid, w
here he 

w
as accom

panied by his per-
sonal secretary, R

ose M
ary 

W
oods, and a speech w

riter, 
R

aym
ond K

. P
rice. O

thers—
including the m

en w
ho w

ere 
ab

o
u
t to

 m
ak

e th
eir ex

it—
v

isited
 b

riefly
. T

h
e P

resi- , 
d

en
t h

o
w

ev
er, d

rafted
 h

is 
rem

arks him
self. 

O
ne of the m

en he turned 
to for counsel last w

eekend 
w

as S
ecretary of S

tate W
il- 

liam
 P

. R
ogers, a friend and 

la
w

y
e
r w

h
o
 h

a
s b

e
e
n
 a

 
tru

sted
 so

u
n

d
in

g
 b

o
ard

 in
 

several other great personal 
trials o

f th
e N

ix
o
n
 career, 

R
ogers w

as chief counsel , for 
the S

enate Internal S
ecurity 

S
ubcom

m
ittee in 1948 w

hen 
N

ixon, a young congressm
an 

fro
m

 C
alifo

rn
ia, ask

ed
 h

is 
advise on w

hether to pursue 

th
e A

lg
er H

iss case, a case 
o

f C
o

m
m

u
n

ists in
 g

o
v

ern
-

m
ent w

hich eventually cata-
p
u
lted

 N
ix

o
n
 to

 n
atio

n
al 

prom
inence. R

ogers encour-
ag

ed
 h

im
 to

 p
u
sh

 o
n
 in

 th
e 

exposure. 
R

ogers w
as alS

o close-by 
in 1952 w

hen N
ixon, as G

en. 
D

w
ig

h
t E

isen
h
o
w

er's ru
n
-

ning-m
ate on the R

epublican 
national ticket, w

as accused 
o
f m

a
in

ta
in

in
g
 a

 se
c
re

t 
slash fund, financed by m

il-
lionaire contributors. A

s the 
political steam

 gathered be-
h
in

d
 th

e ch
arg

es, th
e G

O
P

 
v

ice p
resid

en
tial can

d
id

ate 
asked R

ogers w
hat his pub-

lic reaction should be. 
"L

et them
 shoot their w

ad 
first, th

en
 g

iv
e it to

 th
em

," 
R

o
g
ers resp

o
n
d
ed

, a strat-
eg

y
 w

h
ich

 m
ig

h
t also

 h
av

e 
b
een

 ap
p
lied

 to
 th

e W
ater. 

gate crisis. 
In the 1952 cam

paign, the 
te

m
p
e
st o

v
e
r h

is p
riv

a
te

 
fund w

as a six-day sensation 
w

hich developed w
iti‘ such 

fury that N
ixon w

as m
om

en-
tarily

 stu
n
n
ed

. T
h
e D

em
o
-

cratic in
n
u
en

d
o-  w

a
s th

a
t 

N
ixon w

as "selling" his per-
fo

rm
an

ce as sen
ato

r to
 p

ri-
vate fat-cats. T

he fund, used 
fo

r p
o
litical ex

p
en

ses, o
n
ly

 
involved $18,000 and N

ixon 
dism

issed it as a "left-w
ing 

sm
ear" u

n
til G

en
. E

isen
-

h
o
w

er h
im

self an
d
 h

is to
p
 

advisers expressed concern. 
T

h
e R

ep
u

b
lican

 tick
et, Ik

e 
said

, m
u
st b

e "clean
 as a 

hound's tooth." 
L

ik
e o

th
er cru

cial m
o

- 



ments in his career, the epi-

sode involved Nixon's belief 

that certain newspapers 

were trying to do him in po-

litically. In his book, he 

noted that. The _Washington 

Post and the now-defunct 

New York Herald-Tribune 

simultaneously called for 

his resignation from the 

GOP ticket 
"I could shrug off a de-

mand for my resignation by 

a paper like The Washing-

ton Post," Mr. Nixon ex-

plained then. "The Post has 

been consistently critical of 



Nixon's Statement on Resignations 
The text of President Nix-

on's statement announcing 
the resignations of Attorney 
General Richard Kleindienst 
and White House aides H. R. 
Haldeman, John Ehrlichrnan 
and John Dean: 

I have today received 
and accepted the resignation 
of Richard G. Kleindienst as 
Attorney General of the 
United States. I am appoint-
ing Elliot L. Richardson to 
succeeed him as Attorney 
General and will submit Mr. 
Richardson's name to the 
Senate for confirmation im-
mediately 

Mr. Kleindlenst asked to 
be relieved as Attorney Gen-
eral because he felt that he 
could not appropriately con-
tinue as head of the Justice 
Department now that it ap-
pears its investigation of the 
Watergate and related cases 
may implicate individuals 
with whom he has had a  

close personal and profes-
sional association_ In mak-
ing this decision, Mr. Klein-
dienst has acted in accord-
ance with the highest stand-
ards of public service and 
legal ehtics. I am accepting 
his resignation with regret 
and with deep appreciation 
for his dedicated service to 
this Administration. 

Pending Secretary Rich-
ardson's confirmation as At-
torney General. I have 
asked him to involve him-
self immediately in the in-
vestigative process sur-
rounding the Watergate 
matter. As' Attorney Gen-
eral, Mr. Richardson will as-
sume full responsibility and 
authority for coordinating 
all federal agencies in un-
covering the whole truth 
about this matter, and re-
commending appropriate 
changes in the law to pre-
vent future camapgin  

abuses of the sort recently 
uncovered. He will have to-
tal support from me in get-

ting this job done. 
In addition, I have today 

accepted the resignations of 
two of my closest friends 
and most trusted assistants 
in the. White • House, H. R. 
Haldeman and Stalin D. Ehrl-
ichman, 

I know that their deci-
sion to resign was difficult; 
my decision to accept it ,was 
difficult; but I respect and 
appreciate the attitude that 
led them to it. 

I emphasize that neither 
the submission nor the ac-
ceptance of their resigna-
tions at this time should be 
seen by anyone as evidence 
of any wrongdoing by. either 
one. Such an assumption 
would be both unfair and 
unfounded. 

Throughout our associa-
tion, each of these men has  

demonstrated a spirit of
.
' 

selflessness and dedication 
that I have seldom seen 
equaled. Their contributions 
to the work of this Adminis-
tration has been enormous. 
I greatly regret their depar-
ture. 

Finally, I have today re-
quested and accepted the 
resignation of John W. Dean 
IlLfrom his position on the 
White House staff as Coun-
sel. 

Effective immediately, 
Leonard Garment, Special 
Consultant to the President, 
will take on additional 
duties as Counsel to the 
President, and will continue 
acting in this capacity until 
a permanent successor to 
Mr. Dean is named. Mr. Gar-
ment will represent the 
White House in all matters 
relating to the Watergate in-
vestigation and will report 
directly to me. 	- 


