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IT
 H

A
S 

B
E

E
N

 th
re

e
 y

e
a
r  n

o
w

 sin
c
e
 G

e
o

rg
e
 

R
eed

y
, w

h
o

 w
as L

y
n

d
o

n
 B

. Jo
h

n
so

n
's p

ress secre-
tary

, p
u

b
lish

ed
 h

is ex
trao

rd
in

ary
 b

o
o
k

, T
w

ilig
h

t 0
! 

th
e P

resid
en

cy. It w
as extraordinary because R

eedy 
—

a to
p
 n

ew
sp

ap
erm

an
 fo

r y
ears b

efo
re h

e b
ecam

e 
th

e p
ress b

u
ffer fo

r th
e S

en
ate m

ajo
rity

 lead
er, 

v
ice p

resid
en

t an
d
 P

resid
en

t—
h
ad

 th
e d

iscip
lin

e to
 

w
rite an

 "in
sid

er's" h
o
o
k
 ab

o
u
t th

e co
n
tem

p
o
rary

 
W

h
ite H

o
u

se th
at w

as sin
g

u
larly

 free o
f b

ittern
ess, 

self-ju
stificatio

n
 o

r can
t. 

In that volum
e—

w
hose shrew

dness and sensibility 

i stan
d
 u

p
 u

n
d
er freq

u
en

t reread
in

g
—

R
eed

y
 arg

u
ed

 
th

at th
e p

resid
en

cy
 w

as in
 tro

u
b

le, an
d

 o
u

t o
f co

n
-

tro
l, b

ecau
se it h

ad
 escap

ed
 th

e b
o

u
n

d
s o

f co
n

stitu
-

tionalism
 and becom

e an institution of royalty w
ith-

in
 o

u
r d

em
o
cracy

. H
e retu

rn
s to

 th
at su

b
ject—

th
e 

crisis o
f th

e p
resid

en
cy

—
in

 th
e th

ree lectu
res at 

C
olum

bia U
niversity that com

prise the substance of 
th

is n
ew

 b
o

o
k

, T
h
e P

resid
en

cy in
 F

lu
x

. D
eliv

ered
 

in
 th

e fall o
f 1

9
7
1
, th

ey
 are p

u
b
lish

ed
 h

ere in
 fu

ll, 
alo

n
g
 w

ith
 so

m
e u

sefu
l q

u
estio

n
-an

d
-an

sw
er ex

-
ch

an
g

es w
ith

 h
is au

d
ien

ce. T
h

e v
o

lu
m

e co
n

clu
d

es 
w

ith
 an

 essay
. w

ritten
 a y

ear later, o
n
 a so

m
ew

h
at 

different topic—
the sociological changes underlying 

the "new
 
p

o
litics"—

to
 co

m
p

lete a m
an

u
scrip

t th
at 

is ju
st b

arely
 lo

n
g

 en
o

u
g

h
 fo

r a b
o

o
k

. 
T

h
e m

erit o
f th

is n
ew

 b
o

o
k

, h
o

w
ev

er, sh
o

u
ld

 n
o

t 
b
e m

easu
red

 b
y
 its len

g
th

. R
eed

y
 h

as so
m

e fresh
 

p
o

in
ts to

 m
ak

e ab
o

u
t th

e p
resid

en
cy

, an
d

 th
ey

 are 
p
o
in

ts o
f u

tm
o

st p
ertin

en
cy

 to
d
ay

. 
C

o
n
sid

er, fo
r ex

am
p
le, th

is p
assag

e, In
 w

h
ich

 

D
A

V
ID

 S
. B

R
O

D
E

R
, a political w

riter for T
he W

ash-
in

g
to

n
 P

o
st, w

o
n

 th
e 1

9
7

2
 P

u
litzer P

rize fo
r D

is-
tinguished C

om
m

entary. 

R
eed

y
 o

u
tlin

es th
e "ch

ain
 o

f circu
m

stan
ces" th

at 
h
e b

eliev
es is crip

p
lin

g
 th

e m
o
d
ern

 p
resid

en
cy

: 
"P

ow
er breeds Isolation. Isolation leads to the capri-

cio
u
s u

se o
f p

o
w

er. In
 tu

rn
, th

e cap
ricio

u
s u

se o
f 

p
o

w
er b

reak
s d

o
w

n
 th

e n
o

rm
al ch

an
n

els o
f co

m
-

m
u

n
icatio

n
 b

etw
een

 th
e lead

er an
d

 th
e p

eo
p

le 
w

hom
 he leads. T

his ultim
ately m

eans the deteriora-
tio

n
 o

f p
o

w
er an

d
 w

ith
 it th

e cap
acity

 to
 su

stain
 

u
n
ity

 in
 o

u
r so

ciety
." D

o
 th

o
se w

o
rd

s—
tittered

 in
 

1
9

7
1

 b
y

 a m
an

 w
h

o
 w

as an
 ey

ew
itn

ess to
 th

e p
o

-
litical d

estru
ctio

n
 o

f L
y
n
d
o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
—

seem
 In

ap
-

p
ro

p
riate to

d
ay

? 
T

h
e lectu

res In
 th

is b
o

o
k

 em
p

h
asize tw

o
 

or 
three points that w

ere given less analysis in R
eedy's 

earlier stu
d
y
. H

e is co
n
cern

ed
 ab

o
u
t th

e su
b
stitu

-
tion of m

ass public relations techniques for the face-
to

-face d
ialo

g
u

e th
at ch

aracterized
 th

e o
ld

 p
o

litics, 
ev

en
 th

e b
ad

 o
ld

 p
o

litics o
f th

e b
ig

 city
 m

ach
in

es. 
H

e is w
o
rried

 w
h
eth

er an
y
 sy

stem
 o

f acco
m

m
o
d
a-

tio
n

 p
o

litics can
 m

o
d

erate th
e co

n
flicts o

f v
alu

es 
b
etw

een
 th

e d
isp

o
ssessed

 in
tellectu

als o
f th

e N
ew

 
L

eft an
d
 th

e w
o
rk

-eth
ic trad

itio
n
alists o

f th
e N

ew
 

M
ajority. 
H

e has sensible observations to m
ake on all these 

q
u

estio
n

s. b
u

t ch
iefly

 h
e is w

o
rried

, still, ab
o

u
t 

k
eep

in
g

 th
e p

resid
en

cy
 in

 b
alan

ce. T
h

e "h
eart o

f 
th

e p
ro

b
lem

," R
eed

y
 says, is th

at A
m

erican
 p

o
liti-

cian
s "n

eed
 to

 en
g

ag
e in

 ad
v

ersary
 d

eb
ate w

ith
 

eq
u

als o
r th

eir sen
sitiv

ity
 d

eterio
rates." B

u
t "th

e 
P

resid
en

t can
n

o
t h

av
e [th

at] k
in

d
 o

f ad
v

ersary
 re-

latio
n

sh
ip

 w
ith

 o
th

er p
eo

p
le" b

ecau
se "ev

ery
o

n
e 

aro
u
n
d
 h

im
 is h

is su
b
o
rd

in
ate." 

T
h
e search

 fo
r p

eers w
h
o
 can

 k
eep

 th
e P

resi-
d

en
t's p

o
litical in

stin
cts aliv

e b
y

 fo
rcin

g
 h

im
 to

 
co

m
m

u
n

icate, o
n

e-o
n

-o
n

e, lead
s R

eed
y

 in
ev

itab
ly

 
to

 co
n

sid
eratio

n
 o

f tw
o

 o
th

er p
y

ram
id

s o
f p

o
w

er—
C

o
n

g
ress an

d
 th

e p
ress. 

H
e fin

d
s C

o
n
g
ress h

earten
in

g
—

p
articu

larly
 b

e-
cau

se ii h
as sh

o
w

n
 so

m
e ten

d
en

cy
 to

 ch
allen

g
e th

e 
P

resid
en

t in
 th

e area o
f fo

reig
n
 p

o
licy

, w
h
ich

 Is 
w

h
ere m

o
st p

resid
en

ts in
v
est m

o
st o

f th
eir en

erg
y
 

an
d

 th
o

u
g

h
t. E

v
en

 w
h

en
 C

o
n

g
ress is w

ro
n

g
 in a 

particular foreign policy challenge, R
eedy says, w

e 
o
u
g
h
t to

 b
e ch

eerin
g
 o

n
 th

e ch
allen

g
ers fo

r fo
rcin

g
 

th
e P

resid
en

t to
 d

eal w
ith

 th
em

 as n
ear-eq

u
als in

  

th
e p

o
w

er stru
g

g
le. T

h
at's fin

e, b
u

t It m
ay

 m
ak

e 
o

u
r fo

reig
n

 aid
 an

d
 trad

e p
o

licy
 th

e v
ictim

 o
f th

e 
struggle. 

R
eed

y
, n

o
w

 th
e d

ean
 o

f th
e jo

u
rn

alism
 sch

o
o

l 
at M

arq
u
ette U

n
iv

ersity
, Is less san

g
u
in

e ab
o
u
t th

e 
p

erfo
rm

an
ce o

f th
e p

ress—
p

articu
larly

 in
 its ro

le 
as a q

u
estio

n
er o

f p
resid

en
ts. "T

h
e m

o
d
ern

 p
ress 

conference form
at is a very bad one," he says. "fit's 

o
n
e in

 w
h
ich

 th
e P

resid
en

t h
as . . co

m
p
lete co

n
-

trol." 
H

e su
g
g
ests an

 altern
ativ

e sy
stem

 In
 w

h
ich

 th
e 

P
resid

en
t w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e tw
o
 k

in
d
s o

f p
ress co

n
fer-

ences: 

O
nce a m

onth, he should have a one-hour ap-
pearance on television. A

n hour is enough tim
e 

to
 allo

w
 fo

r fo
llo

w
-u

p
 q

u
estio

n
s. B

u
t th

en
, I 

think, at least o
n
ce 

a w
eek

 u
n

ex
p

ected
ly

 
he 

should call in w
hatever reporters are out in the 

lobby and just open him
self up to

 q
u
estio

n
in

g
 

w
ith

o
u
t telev

isio
n
. I b

eliev
e th

e p
u
b
lic w

o
u
ld

 
get m

ore of the P
resident's thinking out of that 

th
an

 it d
o

es o
u

t o
f telev

isio
n

." 

S
o

 d
o

 I, G
eo

rg
e, an

d
 so

 d
o

es ev
ery

 rep
o

rter In
 

W
ash

in
g

to
n

. B
u

t h
o

w
 d

o
 w

e g
et th

e P
resid

en
t to

 
see 

th
e ad

v
an

tag
e o

f d
ealin

g
 w

ith
 th

e p
ress as a 

peer group? T
he book does not provide the answ

er. 
B

u
t th

at is a q
u

ib
b

le. R
eed

y
 is raisin

g
 th

e rig
h

t 
q
u
estio

n
s, an

d
, as alw

ay
s, th

at is m
o
re im

p
o
rtan

t 
th

an
 p

ro
v

id
in

g
 th

e an
sw

ers. 
A

n
d
 I th

in
k
 th

e d
eg

ree o
f o

p
tim

ism
 h

e allo
w

s 
him

self is m
ore justified today than it w

as in 1971, 
w

h
en

 h
e w

ro
te th

ese lectu
res. H

is co
n

clu
sio

n
 Is 

stren
g
th

en
ed

 b
y
 recen

t ev
en

ts: 

M
any people have been telling the P

resident 
o

v
er th

e last few
 y

ears h
e h

as n
o

 clo
th

es w
ith

-
out L

oo m
uch effect, but the voices are grow

ing 
stro

n
g

er an
d

 I b
eliev

e th
ey

 are b
eg

in
n

in
g

 to
 

p
en

etrate. P
o
ssib

ly
 so

m
e o

n
e o

f th
ese d

ay
s, 

th
e
y

 w
ill p

e
n

e
tra

te
 to

 th
e
 p

o
in

t w
h

e
re

 th
e
 

lead
er o

f o
u
r n

atio
n
 b

eco
m

es w
h
at h

e w
as in

-
ten

d
ed

 to
 b

e, a m
an

 w
h
o
 really

 lead
s, a m

an
 

w
ho talks w

ith us rather than at u
s, an

d
 w

h
o
 is 

cap
ab

le o
f lead

in
g
 a d

em
o
cratic so

ciety
. 	

ee.s 


