
M
r, N

ixon's D
eplorable Incident' 

N
-if chihi 

B
y
 Jam

es R
esto

n
 

c
P

re
sid

e
n
t N

ix
o
n

, w
h

o
 h

a
s n

e
v

e
r 

' 
P

resident 
 n

o
ted

 fo
r u

n
d

erstatem
en

t, n
o

w
 

ile
sc

rib
e
s th

e
 W

a
te

rg
a
te

 sc
a
n

d
a
l a

s 
"d

ep
lo

rab
le in

cid
en

t" T
h
is is th

e 

W
i lld

est u
se o

f th
e E

n
g
lish

 lan
g
u
ag

e 
n
ce so

m
eb

o
d
y
 referred

 to
 th

e S
an

 
ran

cisco
 earth

q
u
ak

e as "an
 u

n
fo

rtu
- 

ate o
ccu

rren
ce," an

d
 it su

g
g

ests th
at 

M
r. N

ix
o

n
 still h

asn
't id

en
tified

 th
e 

so
u

rce o
r m

easu
red

 th
e m

ag
n

itu
d

e o
f 

th
e trag

ed
y

. 

T
h
e reo

rg
an

izatio
n
 o

f h
is C

ab
in

et 
an

d
 W

h
ite H

o
u

se staff su
g

g
ests th

e 
sam

e th
in

g
. H

e h
as d

o
n
e w

h
at h

e h
ad

 
to

 d
o

, b
u

t tard
ily

 an
d

 g
ru

d
g

in
g

ly
. H

e 
h

as g
o

t rid
 o

f h
is lo

sin
g

 card
s, H

ald
e-

m
an

, E
h

rlich
m

an
, D

ean
, etc., w

h
ich

 is 
a
ll to

 th
e
 g

o
o
d
, b

u
t h

e
 Is still re

-
sh

u
fflin

g
 th

e sam
e o

ld
 d

eck
. 

B
ack

 co
m

es C
o
n
n
ally

, a g
o
o
d
 to

u
g
h
 

g
u
y
 to

 h
av

e at y
o
u
r sid

e in
 a b

raw
l, 

b
u

t sc
a
rc

e
ly

 a
 sy

m
b

o
l o

f o
b

je
c
tiv

e
 

tru
th

. B
ig

 Jo
h
n
 is to

o
 sm

art an
d
 ex

p
e-

rien
ced

 In
 th

e w
ay

s o
f p

o
litics to

 to
l, 

c
ra

te
 a

 lo
t o

f z
e
a
lo

u
s a

m
a
te

u
rs a

n
d
 

b
u

rg
lars aro

u
n

d
 th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se, b

u
t 

w
ith

 a
ll h

is g
u

ts a
n

d
 ta

le
n

ts, h
e
 is 

still an
 in

sid
er w

ith
 P

resid
en

tial am
-

b
itio

n
s, an

d
 scarcely

 a d
isin

terested
 

seek
er after tru

th
. 

T
h

e "so
u

rce" o
f th

is trag
ed

y
 Is th

at 
p

o
w

er h
as b

een
 ex

ercized
 b

y
 th

e "in
-

sid
ers," w

h
o
 w

ere m
o
re lo

y
al to

 th
e 

P
re

sid
e
n

t th
a
n

 to
 th

e
 la

w
 o

r th
e
ir 

o
ath

 o
f o

ffice u
n

d
er th

e C
o

n
stitu

tio
n

. 
T

h
e rem

ed
y

 w
as to

 b
rin

g
 in

 a few
 o

u
t-

sid
ers, w

h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 serv
e th

e P
resid

en
t 

faith
fu

lly
 b

u
t b

e in
d

ep
en

d
en

t en
o

u
g

h
 

to
 tell h

im
 w

h
en

 th
ey

 th
o
u
g
h
t h

e w
as  

w
ro

n
g
. A

n
d
 w

h
at is p

ro
b
ab

ly
 m

o
re 

im
p

o
rta

n
t in

 th
is c

risis, th
a
t th

e
y

 
sh

o
u
ld

 b
e reco

g
n
ized

 b
y
 th

e p
eo

p
le to

 
be independent. 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 h

as n
o
t d

o
n
e th

is. 
H

e h
as im

p
ro

v
ed

 th
e situ

atio
n

 fro
m

 a 
m

o
n
th

 a
g
o
. H

e
 h

a
s p

u
t G

e
n
. A

le
x
. 

an
d

er H
aig

 in
 H

ald
em

an
's jo

b
 tem

p
o

-
rarily

, an
d

 G
o

v
ern

o
r C

o
n

n
ally

 in
 th

e 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se as a co

n
su

ltan
t o

n
 d

o
-

m
estic an

d
 fo

reig
n
 p

o
licy

, w
h
ich

 m
ay

 
h

elp
 rep

lace E
h

rlich
m

an
 an

d
 w

o
rry

 
K

issin
g

e
r. B

u
t w

h
ile

 th
is c

h
a
n

g
e
s 

th
in

g
s an

d
 m

ay
 b

e b
etter th

an
 b

efo
re, 

it is still a
 re

sh
u

ffle
 o

f in
sid

e
rs, 

a 
n

ew
 d

efen
siv

e u
n

it an
d

 a n
ew

 g
am

e 
p

lan
, rath

er th
an

 a n
ew

 p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y
. 

T
h
is m

ay
 n

o
t b

e fair—
p
ro

b
ab

ly
 Is 

n
o
t fair—

to
 th

e o
ld

 p
lay

ers—
R

ich
ard

-
so

n
, H

aig
, C

o
n
n
ally

, R
u
ck

elsh
au

s an
d
 

th
e o

th
ers w

h
o

 are sh
u

fflin
g

 fro
m

 o
n

e 
jo

b
 to

 an
o
th

er an
d
 leav

in
g
 th

e G
o
v
-

ern
m

en
t w

ith
 n

ew
 lead

ers w
h

o
 w

o
n

't 
b
e
 a

b
le

 to
 u

n
d
e
rsta

n
d
 th

e
ir a

ssig
n
, 

m
erits o

r m
aster th

eir p
ro

b
lem

s fo
r 

m
a
n
y
 m

o
n
th

s. B
u
t th

e
 fa

c
t is th

a
t 

th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se an

d
 th

e C
ab

in
et are 

n
o

w
 a sh

am
b

les, w
h

ile th
e P

resid
en

t 
is p

reten
d
in

g
 th

at th
e w

h
o
le th

in
g
 is 

m
erely a "d

ep
lo

rab
le in

cid
en

t." 
•
 

H
e
 is a

c
tin

g
 b

o
ld

ly
 b

u
t ta

lk
in

g
 

d
efen

siv
ely

. H
e is still talk

in
g
 ab

o
u
t 

"th
e
 a

b
u

se
s p

ra
c
tic

e
d

 to
o

 o
fte

n
 b

y
 

b
o
th

 p
arties o

v
er th

e y
ears," as if th

e 
esp

io
n
ag

e an
d
 sab

o
tag

e o
f th

e 1
9
7
2
 

P
resid

en
tial electio

n
 cam

p
aig

n
 w

ere 
a
b
o
u
t th

e
 sa

m
e
 a

s B
o
b
b
y
 B

a
k
e
r's 

influence-peddling, or H
arry V

aughan's 
d
e
e
p
 fre

e
z
e
 o

r S
h
e
rm

a
n
 A

d
a
m

s' 
v
icu

n
a co

at 
A

fter ducking for m
any m

o
n

th
s th

e 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 

p
u

b
lish

e
d

 c
h

a
rg

e
s a

g
a
in

st h
is su

p
-

p
o

rters in
 th

e W
aterg

ate b
u

rg
lary

, w
h

o
 

h
av

e n
o

w
 b

een
 co

n
v

icted
 o

r fo
rced

 
o
u
t o

f o
ffice—

in
clu

d
in

g
 th

e seco
n
d
 

A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral ev
er to

 b
e in

d
icted

 
—

M
r. N

ix
o
n
 is still p

ro
claim

in
g
: "I 

d
id

n
't g

e
t w

h
e
re

 I a
m

 b
y

 d
u

c
k

in
g

 
to

u
g
h
 issu

es"; an
d
 h

e is ev
en

 tak
in

g
 

cred
it fo

r co
n

fro
n

tin
g

 an
d

 d
ealin

g
 w

ith
 

ssu
es th

at w
ere fo

rced
 o

n
 h

im
 b

y
 th

e 
co

u
rts, th

e C
o

n
g

ress an
d

 th
e p

ress. 

T
h

is
 is

 th
e
 s

a
m

e
 s

o
rt o

f s
e
lf-

d
ecep

tio
n
 th

at g
o
t h

im
 in

to
 tro

u
b
le in

 
th

e first p
lace. H

e created
 th

e atm
o

s-
p
h
e
re

 o
f su

sp
ic

io
n
 a

n
d
 se

c
re

c
y
 in

 
w

hich all this dirty business flourished, 
ch

o
se th

e m
en

 w
h

o
 w

alled
 h

im
 o

ff 
fro

m
 reality

, an
d

 o
rg

an
ized

 th
e cen

-
tra

liz
e
d

 W
h

ite
 H

o
u

se
 sta

ff sy
ste

m
 

u
n

d
e
r w

h
ic

h
 th

e
y

 o
p

e
ra

te
d

 o
n

 h
is 

in
stru

ctio
n
s. 

If it w
ere clear th

at th
e P

resid
en

t 
h
ad

 fin
ally

 u
n
d
ersto

o
d
 th

e m
ean

in
g
 o

f 
th

ese scan
d

als, it w
o

u
ld

 b
e p

o
in

tless 
an

d
 ev

en
 cru

el to
 k

eep
 h

arp
in

g
 o

n
 th

e 
m

istak
es o

f th
e p

ast. B
u
t it Is n

o
t at 

all clear, ev
en

 at th
is late d

ate, after 
all th

e d
isclo

su
res, co

n
v
ictio

n
s, resig

-
n
atio

n
s, in

d
ictm

en
ts o

f M
itch

ell an
d
 

S
ten

s, co
rru

p
tio

n
s o

f th
e C

.I.A
. an

d
 

h
e S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t, th
at th

e P
res-

d
e
n
t is p

re
p
a
re

d
 to

 g
e
t a

t w
h
a
t h

e
 

a
ils "th

e
 b

o
tto

m
 o

f th
is th

in
g
," o

r 
v
e
n
 th

a
t h

e
 u

n
d
e
rsta

n
d
s w

h
a
t th

e
 

o
tto

m
 o

f th
is th

in
g
 is. 

T
h

e b
o

tto
m

 o
f It Is 

th
e co

rru
p

tio
n

  r

f p
o
w

e
r, a

n
d
 th

e
 a

tte
m

p
t o

f a
 p

e
r-

o
n

ally
 lo

y
al staff to

 p
erp

etu
ate th

e 
P

re
sid

e
n
t's p

o
w

e
r, e

v
e
n
 if it h

a
s to

 
b

re
a
k

 th
e
 la

w
, d

e
fy

 th
e
 C

o
n

g
re

ss, 
b

en
d

 th
e C

o
n

stitu
tio

n
, o

r ig
n

o
re an

d
 

v
ilify

 th
e p

ress. N
o

t co
n

scio
u

sly
, o

f 
co

u
rse, b

u
t carelessly

 an
d
 ev

en
 self-

ighteously. 

B
u
t h

e is still talk
in

g
 ab

o
u
t a "d

e-
p
lo

ra
b
le

 in
c
id

e
n
t," still a

c
tin

g
 a

s if 
th

is w
ere m

erely
 a leg

al p
ro

b
lem

 o
f 

catch
in

g
 b

u
rg

lars, w
h

o
 can

 n
o

w
 

be 
left to E

lliot R
ichardson, John C

onnally 
a
n

d
 th

e
 c

o
u

rts, w
h

ile
 h

e
 g

o
e
s o

n
 to

 
th

e m
o

re im
p

o
rtan

t p
ro

b
lem

 o
f "b

u
ild

-
in

g
 a

 n
e
w

 stru
c
tu

re
 o

f p
e
a
c
e
 in

 th
e
 

w
o

rld
." 

A
lso

, th
e m

en
 aro

u
n
d
 h

im
 are ap

p
ar-

en
tly

 still en
co

u
rag

in
g

 h
is self-d

elu
-

sio
n

, S
e
c
re

ta
ry

 o
f S

ta
te

 R
o

g
e
rs is 

q
u
o
te

d
 a

s te
llin

g
 h

im
 a

t a
 C

a
b
in

e
t 

m
eetin

g
: "I k

n
o

w
 th

at th
e A

m
erican

 
p
e
o
p
le

 a
re

 w
ith

 y
o
u
"; a

n
d
 G

e
o
rg

e
 

B
u
sh

: "I w
an

t y
o
u
 to

 k
n
o
w

 th
at R

e-
p

u
b

lic
a
n

s e
v

e
ry

w
h

e
re

 a
re

 stro
n

g
ly

 
su

p
p

o
rtin

g
 y

o
u

." A
n

d
 th

e P
resid

en
t, 

at least in
 p

u
b

lic, p
reten

d
s to

 b
eliev

e it. 

"L
e
t m

e
 sa

y
," h

e
 o

b
se

rv
e
d
 a

t a
 

p
a
rty

 fu
n
d
-ra

isin
g
 d

in
n
e
r th

e
 o

th
e
r 

n
ig

h
t In

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
, "I d

o
n
't stan

d
 

h
ere as a loser. W

e stan
d

 h
ere to

n
ig

h
t 

a
s w

in
n

e
rs, a

n
d

 w
e
're

 g
o

in
g

 to
 w

in
 

ag
ain

." 

W
ell, th

e ch
an

ces are th
at n

o
b
o
d
y
's 

g
o

in
g

 to
 w

in
 o

n
 th

is k
in

d
 o

f se
lf-

d
ecep

tio
n
. T

h
e P

resid
en

t's o
n
ly

 refu
g
e 

now
 is th

e tru
th

, an
d

 a n
ew

 A
d

m
in

-
istration, 

n
o

t o
f in

sid
ers, b

u
t o

f d
is-

in
terested

 m
en

, w
h
o
 can

 tell th
e d

iffer-
en

ce b
etw

een
 a n

atio
n
al crisis an

d
 a 

"d
ep

lo
rab

le in
cid

en
t." 


