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L
oyalty-F

reak N
ixon C

ursed H
im

self w
ith Scandal-P

rone Staff 
A

 p
e
rn

ic
io

u
s m

y
th

 th
a
t 

o
n
ce serv

ed
 to

 m
ak

e W
ater-

g
ate seem

 a m
ere cap

er n
o
w

 
th

reaten
s to

 b
lo

w
 it u

p
 in

to
 a 

su
p

rem
e n

atio
n

al d
isaster. It 

is th
e m

y
th

 th
at W

aterg
ate 

is so
m

eh
o
w

 rep
resen

tativ
e o

f  

w
h
at g

o
es o

n
 in

 A
m

erican
 

politics. 
In

 fa
c
t, th

e
 sc

a
n
d
a
l is a

s 
u

n
iq

u
e
 a

s a
 sig

n
a
tu

re
. It 

d
o
e
s n

o
t in

d
ic

t th
e
 w

h
o
le

 
p

o
litical sy

stem
. In

 th
e w

ak
e 

o
f th

e latest resig
n
atio

n
s, th

e 

P
re

sid
e
n
t sh

o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 n

o
 

g
re

a
t d

iffic
u
lty

 re
b
u
ild

in
g
 

th
e ad

m
in

istratio
n
 o

n
ce h

e 
faces u

p
 to

 h
is p

erso
n

al re-
sponsibility. 

W
h

at sets W
aterg

ate ap
art 

is th
e
 a

b
se

n
c
e
 o

f th
e
 u

su
a
l 

m
o
tiv

e
s fo

r p
o
litic

a
l v

ic
e
. 

C
a
sh

 w
a
s ly

in
g
 a

ro
u
n
d
 in

 
p

ro
fu

se ab
u

n
d

an
ce, b

u
t n

o
 

o
n

e p
u

t a d
u

k
e in

 th
e tam

-
b
o
u
rin

e. S
ex

 d
id

 n
o
t rear its 

ugly head. T
he crim

e of W
at 

erg
ate w

as p
assio

n
less, al-

m
ost selfless. 
T

h
e
 m

o
tiv

a
tin

g
 e

le
m

e
n
t 

sp
ran

g
 fro

m
 th

e ex
trao

rd
i-

n
a
ry

 re
la

tio
n
 o

f P
re

sid
e
n
t 

N
ix

o
n
 to

 th
e
 c

h
ie

f W
h
ite

 
H

o
u

se p
o

litical aid
es. M

o
st 

P
resid

en
ts d

raw
 th

eir assist-
a
n

ts fro
m

 a
 w

id
e
 re

a
c
h

 9
f 

p
ast ex

p
erien

ce an
d

 asso
cia-

tion. 
In the E

isenhow
er adm

inis-
tratio

n
, fo

r ex
am

p
le, S

h
er-

m
an

 A
d

am
s, w

h
o

 serv
ed

 as 
W

h
ite H

o
u

se ch
ief o

f staff, 
h
ad

 p
rev

io
u
sly

 b
een

 elected
 

g
o

v
ern

o
r o

f N
ew

 H
am

p
sh

ire 
in

 h
is

 o
w

n
 rig

h
t. L

a
rry

 
O

'B
rie

n
, a

 c
h

ie
f stra

te
g

ist 
a
n
d
 C

o
n
g
re

ssio
n
a
l lia

iso
n
 

m
an

 in
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 ad

m
in

-
istratio

n
 fo

rm
erly

 serv
ed

 a 
M

assach
u
setts riv

al, F
o
ster 

4... 	
1•-•  

em
b
attled

 d
ay

s o
f th

e Jo
h
n
-

son adm
inistration, the W

hite 
H

o
u
se ch

ief o
f staff, M

arv
in

.  
W

atso
n

, cam
e fro

m
 th

e o
f-

fice o
f Jo

h
n

 C
o

n
n

ally
. th

en
 

g
o
v
ern

o
r o

f T
ex

as, w
h
ile th

e 
ch

ief d
o

m
estic p

o
licy

 m
an

. 
Jo

sep
h

 C
alifan

o
, cam

e fro
m

 
th

e R
o
b
ert M

cN
am

ara P
en

-
tagon. 

B
u

t M
r. N

ix
o

n
 h

as b
een

 a 
lo

n
er in

 p
o

litics. L
ik

e m
an

y
 

p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 trav
el b

y
 th

em
-

s
e
lv

e
s
, h

e
 te

n
d
s
 to

 s
e
e
 

g
h
o
sts. S

o
 h

e h
as su

rro
u
n
d
ed

 
h
im

self w
ith

 p
o
litical aid

es 
w

h
o

se salien
t ch

aracteristic 
is fid

e
lity

 to
 th

e
 b

o
ss. In

 
building his staff, M

r. N
ixon 

h
as b

een
 a lo

y
alty

 freak
. 

H
. R

. (B
ob) H

aldem
an rose 

to
 b

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se ch

ief o
f 

staff b
y

 p
o

litical serv
ice fo

r 
o

n
e
 m

a
n

 o
n

ly
—

R
ic

h
a
rd

 
N

ixon. John E
hrlichm

an fol-
lo

w
ed

 th
at ro

u
te to

 th
e p

o
st 

o
f ch

ief ad
v

iso
r o

n
 d

o
m

estic 
p
o
litics. Jo

h
n
 M

itch
ell as-

cended to the office of A
ttor-

n
ey

 G
en

eral alo
n
g
 th

e sam
e 

p
ath

. 
M

r. H
ald

em
an

, fro
m

 th
e 

b
eg

in
n

in
g

, seed
ed

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
o

u
se

 sta
ff w

ith
 m

e
n

 o
f 

eq
u

ally
 ferv

en
t d

ev
o

tio
n

 an
d

 
n

arro
w

 fo
cu

s. H
e m

o
v

ed
 a 

..... 
.11 

n
w

itp
g

p
. R

onald Z
ie- 

g
le

r, in
 a

s p
re

ss se
c
re

ta
ry

 
d

esp
ite th

e far m
o

re im
p

res-
siv

e ex
p

erien
ce o

f H
erb

ert 
K

le
in

. H
e
 trie

d
. w

h
e
n
 it 

looked as though th 're w
ould 

b
e
 n

o
 V

ie
tn

a
m

 c
e
a
se

-fire
 

ag
reem

en
t last fall, to

 "get" 
H

enry K
issinger. 

T
h
e atm

o
sp

h
ere o

f su
p
er-

lo
y
alty

 in
ev

itab
ly

 affected
 

th
o
se

 fe
w

 o
u
tsid

e
rs w

h
o
 

m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 to

 p
e
n
e
tra

te
 th

e
 

in
n
er circle. C

h
arles C

o
lso

n
, 

fo
r ex

am
p
le, h

ad
 serv

ed
 o

n
 

th
e staff o

f S
en

ato
r L

ev
erett 

S
alto

n
stall o

f M
assach

u
setts. 

B
u
t I w

ell rem
em

b
er o

n
ce 

w
h

e
n

 w
e
 lu

n
c
h

e
d

, th
a
t h

e
 

w
as ch

ew
ed

 o
u

t b
y

 a H
ald

e-
m

a
n
 m

in
io

n
 fo

r, in
 e

ffe
c
t, 

co
n
so

rtin
g
 w

ith
 th

e en
em

y
. 

A
nd in the 1972 cam

paign he 
felt o

b
lig

ed
 to

 ad
v
ertise h

is 
lo

y
alty

 in
 th

e fam
o
u
s m

em
o
 

a
b

o
u

t b
e
in

g
 p

re
p

a
re

d
 to

 
"
w

a
lk

 o
v
e
r"

 h
is

 g
ra

n
d
-

m
o

th
er if n

ecessary
." 

G
iv

e
n

 th
a
t a

tm
o

sp
h

e
re

, 
th

ere w
as n

o
th

in
g
 th

e P
resi-

d
en

t's m
en

 w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t d

o
 to

 
p
ro

m
o
te M

r. N
ix

o
n
's in

ter-
ests. T

h
eir lo

y
alties to

 
the 

m
an

 
b

lin
d

e
d

 th
e
m

 to
 th

e
 

in
te

re
st o

f th
e
 p

re
sid

e
n

c
y

 
a
n

d
 th

e
 n

a
tio

n
. T

h
e
re

 lie
s 

th
e lo

g
ic o

f th
e b

u
g
g
in

g
, th

e 
sab

o
tag

e cam
p

aig
n

, an
d

 th
e 

coverup. 


