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W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 B
ebe R

ebozo talk-
ing to W

alter C
ronkite about his friend, 

R
ichard N

ixon: 
"H

e
's g

o
t a

 g
re

a
t se

n
se

 o
f h

u
m

o
r 

an
d

 a v
ery

,u
n

iq
u

e sen
se o

f h
u

m
o

r th
at 

p
eo

p
le d

o
n
't see. . . • b

u
t it's so

 q
u
ick

 
co

m
in

g
. . . . A

n
d

 if y
o

u
 try

 to
 rep

eat 
it, it d

o
esn

't h
av

e th
e zin

g
 th

at it h
as 

w
ith

 h
im

. . . . W
e h

ad
 o

n
e tim

e. ... . 
S

o
m

eb
o
d
y
 g

av
e m

e a co
u
p
le o

f th
ese 

lad
ies' leg

s. It lo
o
k
s lik

e a real leg
. 

T
hey're skin-colored and all, and they're 

b
lo

w
n
 u

p
. A

n
d
 so

 [R
o
b
ert] A

b
p
lan

alp
 

w
as g

o
in

g
 to

 co
m

e o
v

er to
 v

isit u
s, 

so
 w

e d
ecid

ed
 to

 p
lay

 a trick
 o

n
 h

im
. 

. . 	
W

e b
o
rro

w
ed

 a w
ig

 . . . p
u
t, it 

in
to

 b
ed

 w
ith

 . . . th
e leg

s stick
in

g
 o

u
t 

fro
m

 w
id

er th
e sh

eet. 

A
n
d
 I h

id
 w

h
ile th

e P
resid

en
t w

as to
 

sh
o
w

 A
b
p
lan

alp
 th

ru
 th

e h
o
u
se. W

ell, 
I3ob C

aine in, and w
hen he saw

 that, he 
didn't —

 he didn't know
 w

hether to act 
lik

e
 h

e
 d

id
n
't se

e
 it o

r w
h
a
t. . . . It 

w
as q

u
ite a rio

t. 	
. 	

I w
as h

id
in

g
 

around L
he corner w

ith a flash cam
era 

and took a picture of A
bplanalp hover-

in
g
 o

v
e
r th

is fig
u
re

 in
 b

e
d
. . . . It's 

h
a
rd

 to
 re

c
a
ll th

e
 in

c
id

e
n
ts, b

u
t h

e
 

really
 h

as a rare an
d
 q

u
ick

 sen
se o

f 
hum

or." 

T
H

E
 A

B
O

V
E

 w
as aired

 o
n

 D
ec. 2

t 
an

d
 it m

ay
 b

e th
e o

n
ly

 M
o

m
en

t o
f 

h
o
n
esty

 in
 th

is ju
st-co

n
clu

d
ed

 p
erio

d
 

th
at so

m
e o

th
er W

h
ite H

o
u
se w

it h
as 

n
am

ed
 O

p
eratio

n
 C

an
d
o
r. R

efresh
in

g
 

as is th
is cam

eo
 o

f -a g
ig

g
ly

 P
resid

en
t 

entertaining his m
illionaire friends, the 

m
an

n
er in

 w
h
ich

 O
p
eratio

n
 C

an
d
o
r's 

last tw
o docum

ents concerning the m
ilk 

an
d
 I. T

. T
. cases w

ere released
 m

ay
 

tell u
s m

o
re ab

o
u
t w

h
at th

e m
an

 is 
up to. 

T
h
e N

ix
o
n
 ex

p
lan

atio
n
 o

f h
is p

art in
 

th
ese tw

o
 cu

rd
led

 affairs h
ad

 b
een

 
prom

ised since last N
ovem

ber. N
ever-

theless, he or R
on Z

iegler released these 
tw

o controversial docum
ents 35 m

inutes 
before the m

ajor nightly T
V

 new
s pro-

gram
s w

ere to go on the air. T
here w

as 
n
o
 w

ay
 th

e rep
o
rters an

d
 research

ers 
w

orking on the story could cross-check 
h
is assertio

n
s w

ith
 th

e statem
en

ts an
d
 

testim
o
n
y
 o

f th
e m

an
y
 o

th
er p

eo
p
le 

involved in the cases. 
A

ll three netw
orks alluded to the late-

ness of the hour of release w
ithout sug-

g
estin

g
 th

at it w
as o

n
e o

f th
e o

ld
est 

• 
g

im
m

ick
s in

 th
e p

u
b

lic relatio
n

s b
u

st-
M

ess to get a one-sided, biased story on 
the air. O

ld and recognizable tho it w
as, 

the trick w
orked. N

B
C

's T
om

 B
rokaw

, 
b
ro

ad
castin

g
 fro

m
 th

e n
etw

o
rk

's B
u
r-

b
an

k
 stu

d
io

s, h
ad

 to
 co

m
e o

n
 th

e air 
liv

e after h
av

in
g
 h

ad
 th

e tex
t read

 to
 

h
im

 o
n
 th

e p
h
o
n
e. C

B
S

' F
red

 G
rah

am
 

w
as able to look over the m

aterial in a 
tax

i cab
 b

efo
re ru

sh
in

g
 in

 fro
n
t o

f a 
cam

era. 
F

rom
 w

hat w
e know

 about N
ixon, he's 

som
ething of a m

edia buff. H
e seem

s to 
h
av

e m
ad

e as m
u
ch

 o
f a stu

d
y
 o

f o
u
r 

business as of football. H
e know

s how
 

new
s organizationS

 operate, he know
s 

th
e ru

les th
ey

'v
e m

ad
e fo

r th
em

selv
es, 

and he know
s how

 their com
petitiveness 

can be used to spoil the quality of their 
w

ork. 
T

h
u
s h

e co
u
ld

 p
u
ll th

is n
u
m

b
er cer-

tain that his version of the story w
ould 

air an
d
 th

at n
o
b
o
d
y
 w

o
u
ld

 
say som

e-
th

in
g

 lik
e, "T

h
e P

resid
en

t released
 h

is 

long-w
aited w

hite papers on I. T
. T

. and 
the m

ilk cam
paign fund too late for us 

to
 tell y

o
u
 m

o
re th

an
 h

e say
s h

e's in
-

n
o
cen

t. W
e w

ill h
av

e a d
etailed

 sto
ry

 
for you tom

orrow
." 

T
h
e n

ex
t n

ig
h
t, w

h
ile A

B
C

 o
m

itted
 

any m
ention of the story and left their 

view
ers w

ith a slanted, N
ixonized ver-

sio
n
, its tW

o
 co

m
p
etito

rs b
ro

k
e w

ith
 

tradition to com
e back w

ithout a "hard 
new

s peg" and do a tough analysis. 

N
B

C
's C

arl S
tern

 an
d
 F

red
 B

rin
g
s 

h
ad

 p
ieces su

g
g
estin

g
 p

erju
ry

 an
d
 

b
rib

ery
. B

u
t. C

B
S

 w
as ro

u
g

h
er. P

h
il 

Jo
n
es p

o
in

ted
 o

u
t th

at N
ix

o
n
's state-

m
en

t o
n
 th

e m
ilk

 fu
n
d
 d

irectly
 co

n
-

trad
icted

 h
is O

ct. 2
6
 statem

en
t th

at "I 
h
av

e a ru
le. I h

av
e refu

sed
 to

 accep
t 

contributions m
yself; I have refused any 

discussion of contributions." 

F
red

 G
rah

am
 w

en
t fu

rth
er, su

g
g
est-

ing that the I. T
. T

. docum
ent failed to 

explain "w
hy tw

o years ago P
resident 

N
ixon perm

itted the S
enate to confirm

 
[R

ichard] K
leindienst as attorney gen-

eral on the basis of testim
ony that m

ay 
w

ell have been perjured." 
T

his is -good journalism
, providing, as 

it did, necessary background inform
a-

tion w
hich is usually only available in 

T
om

orrow
 

O
 P

resident N
ixon hits a record 

lo
w

 In
 th

e H
arris S

u
rv

ey
. w

ith
 a 

plurality now
 believing he should 

resign. 
• 

N
ick T

him
m

eseh w
eight] the 

odds of a taxpayers' revolt in '74. 

3
0
 o

r 4
0
 o

f th
e b

etter n
ew

sp
ap

ers. F
o
r 

tw
o
 o

f th
e th

ree n
etw

o
rk

s it m
ay

 also
 

rep
resen

t a reco
g
n
itio

n
 o

f th
e fact th

at 
if th

ey
 g

o
 o

n
 in

 th
e o

ld
 w

ay
s, th

eir 
antagonist in the W

hite H
ouse w

ill play 
them

 for patsies every tim
e. 

S
u
ch

 a reco
g
n
itio

n
 is h

ard
 to

 co
m

e 
b
y
. It isn

't easy
 fo

r jo
u
rn

alists to
 g

iv
e 

u
p
 th

e ro
le o

f th
e n

o
n
co

m
b
atan

t, th
e 

n
o
n
p
articip

an
t, th

e p
ro

fessio
n
al w

h
o
 

g
ath

ers. p
ro

cesses, an
d
 d

issem
in

ates 
inform

ation according to certain, nearly 
invariable ruies. B

ut M
use 

co
ilv

v
n
tim

is 

w
ork only if the people being reported 

o
n
 accep

t jo
u
rn

alism
's d

efin
itio

n
 o

f 
itself. 

T
H

IS
 P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T
 looks on 

a
ll 

the 

m
ed

ia, b
u

t telev
isio

n
 p

articu
larly

, as 
th

e en
em

y
. N

o
r is h

is th
e p

assiv
e d

is-
lik

e o
f h

is p
red

ecesso
rs. W

ere th
at th

e 
case, th

e n
eu

tral ro
le w

o
u

ld
 still b

e 
p
o
ssib

le
. B

u
t n

o
, h

e
's o

u
t, to

 u
se

 a
 

W
hite H

ouse w
ord, to screw

 television 
n

ew
s, an

d
 to

 th
e ex

ten
t th

at th
e n

ew
s 

people cling to the old w
ays they m

ake 
it easier fo

r h
im

 to
 k

n
o
ck

 th
em

 o
ff. 

A
g
ain

st h
is h

ated
 m

ed
ia en

em
y
 h

e 
u
se

s th
e
 la

rg
e
 th

re
a
t o

f th
e
 Ju

stic
e
 

D
ep

artm
en

t an
d
 th

e p
etty

 h
arassm

en
ts 

of sneaking off to C
alifornia on a half-

em
p
ty

 co
m

m
ercial jet th

at co
u
ld

 h
av

e 
acco

m
m

o
d
ated

 th
e p

ress en
to

u
rag

e it 
h
e h

ad
n
't o

rd
ered

 Z
ieg

ler n
o
t to

 tell 
them

. 
If su

ch
 b

eh
av

io
r is b

ey
o
n
d
 b

elief in
 

a P
resid

en
t, rem

em
b

er th
at 

w
e 

know
 

he spends his idle S
an C

lem
ente hours 

playing practical jokes and blow
ing up 

balloons. 

K
in

g
 F

e
V

u
re

s S
p
d
ica

ls 


