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In
 p

o
litical W

ash
in

g
to

n
 at th

e m
o

-
m

ent, m
ost of the denizens resem

ble 
hyenas at the kill, burrow

ing horribly 
in the entrails, but occasionally raising 
bloodstained jaw

s to em
it the charac-

teristic h
y
en

a-lau
g
h
. T

h
e k

ill is th
e 

P
resident of the U

nited S
tates. E

ven If 
th

e m
ain

 fau
lt is th

e P
resid

en
t's, it is 

n
o
t a p

retty
 sig

h
t. 

T
his m

akes it all the harder to judge 
the P

resident's real fault. Y
et it is also 

hard, any longer, to avoid the conclu-
.sion that the P

resident has positively 
asked for the hyenas, in one w

ay or an-
other. If you are not a hyena yourself, 
you have to underline that "one w

ay or 
another." 

T
h
e p

o
in

t, h
ere, is th

at n
o
 o

n
e can

 
tell w

hich w
ay, w

ho has not altogether 
abandoned the A

m
erican rule in favor 

O
f presum

ed innocence until guilt has 
b
een

 so
lid

ly
 p

ro
v
en

. T
h
e facts th

at 
m

ay or m
ay not prove the P

resident'l 
g
u
ilt are h

id
d
en

 in
 a v

ast m
aze o

f 
W

hite H
ouse tapes or docum

ents. A
nd 

th
ese are eith

er in
 th

e h
an

d
s o

f th
e 

P
resident's future judges, or are under 

subpoena, or m
ay be later requested or 

subpoenaed. 
F

or the present, therefore; it Is only 
possible to say the P

resident has asked 
for the hyenas by constantly giving the 
appearance O

f guilt—
w

hether or not 
the appearance is m

isleading. In other 
w

o
rd

s, h
e h

as rep
eated

ly
 resisted

 
yielding up tapes and docum

ents. A
l-

m
ost w

orse, he has loudly said, or he 
h
as h

ad
 h

is u
n
d
erstrap

p
ers say

 fo
r 

him
, "N

ever, N
ever, N

ever!" A
nd then, 

T
he A

ppearance of G
uilt 

kc , r 

w
hen the ultim

ate crunch cam
e, he has 

in fact yielded. 
M

eanw
hile, how

ever, you cannot be 
sure w

hat all this really m
eans. T

o be-
g
in

 w
ith

, it is n
o
w

 clear fro
m

 m
an

y
 

sources that the P
resident, w

hen in to-
tal p

riv
acy

, co
m

p
letely

 casts o
ff th

e 
m

anners that he w
ears in public. H

e is 
foul-m

outhed. H
e is vicious about his 

en
em

ies. H
e is u

n
ch

aritab
le ab

o
u
t 

friends w
ho oppose him

. 
A

dd to these traits of the P
resident-

at-his ease the character of so m
any of 

his form
er subordinates. Y

ou can then 
see w

hy R
ichard M

. N
ixon w

ould re-
sist tapes of his undress conversations 
w

ith these sleazy, seedy, brow
n-nosing 

people being spread upon any kind of 
record, even if they contained no par-
ticle o

f ev
id

en
ce o

f real p
resid

en
tial 

guilt. 
A

dd, further, that the P
resident has 

alw
ays had a h

ig
h
 n

o
tio

n
 o

f th
e p

re-
t 
	o

f h
is o

ffice. A
d
d
, fin

ally
, 

I. that he has a highly developed perse- 

cution com
plex; that hey  alw

ays expects 
all evidence to be unfairly Interpreted 
against him

; and that he is really serv-
ing as his ow

n law
yer—

w
hich is a bad 

m
istake in a real bind. 
In and of them

selves, the foregoing 
facts are quite enough to explain the 
presidential behavior that has created 
th

e ap
p
earan

ce o
f g

u
ilt. T

h
at is w

h
y
 

o
n

e h
as to

 say
, "in

 o
n

e w
ay

 o
r an

-
other" —

 because you cannot possibly 
tell at this juncture w

hether the P
resi-

dent is m
erely at fault for creating the 

appearance, or w
hether he has created 

th
e ap

p
earan

ce b
ecau

se h
e h

as so
 

m
uch to hide. 
T

ake, for instance, the history of the 
H

ouse Judiciary C
om

m
ittee subpoena 

o
f 4

3
 ad

d
itio

n
al W

h
ite H

o
u
se tap

es. 
T

he story begins w
ith a quite justifia-

ble W
hite H

ouse request that the com
-

m
ittee specify the subjects relevant to 

its in
q
u
iry

. It to
o
k
 th

e co
m

m
ittee's 

sp
ecial co

u
n
sel an

 ex
trem

ely
 b

lam
e-

ab
le tw

o
 w

eek
s to

 an
sw

er th
e W

h
ite 

H
ouse on A

pril 4. (B
u
t th

e b
lam

e b
e-

lo
n
g
ed

 to
 th

e co
m

m
ittee, an

d
 n

o
t to

 
S

pecial C
ounsel John D

oar). 

S
p
ecial C

o
u
n
sel D

o
ar's letter d

id
 

specify. It even let the P
resident's law

-
yer, Jam

es D
. S

t. C
lair, be the general 

ju
d
g
e o

f w
h
ich

 p
assag

es in
 th

e re-
quested tapes w

ere related to the spe-
cific to

p
ics. B

u
t th

e letter co
n
tain

ed
 

th
4

 u
n

d
erstan

d
ab

le reserv
atio

n
 th

at 
the com

m
ittee m

ight later w
ant access 

to any tape in its entirety, if the m
ate-

rial first provided by law
yer S

t. C
lair 

seem
ed

 to
 su

g
g
est th

e n
eed

 fo
r su

ch
 

access. 
If L

aw
yer S

t. C
lair's belated answ

er 
to

 th
e D

o
ar fetter h

ad
 m

erely
 ag

reed
 

to
 th

e co
m

m
ittee reserv

atio
n
, th

ere 
co

u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 n
o
 tro

u
b
le. In

stead
, 

th
is an

sw
er w

as b
elated

 b
ecau

se it 
took endless haggling w

ith the P
resi-

dent to get a letter going as far as the 
o
n
e th

at en
rag

ed
 th

e co
m

m
ittee, an

d
 

caused the subsequent subpoena. 
A

fter the subpoena, by the sam
e to-

k
en

, S
p
ecial C

o
u
n
sel D

o
ar to

ld
 th

e 
W

hite H
ouse that it w

ould be enough 
to

 let h
im

self. C
o
m

m
ittee C

h
airm

an
 

P
eter R

odino. and the S
enior R

epubli-
can com

m
ittee m

em
ber, R

ep. E
dw

ard 
H

u
tch

in
so

n
, h

ear th
e tap

es th
at h

ad
 

been subpoenaed. It w
as a reasonable 

o
ffer, b

u
t ag

ain
 th

e P
resid

en
t's reac-

tio
n
 w

as resistan
ce to

 th
e d

eath
. S

o
 

y
o
u
 are left w

ith
 "o

n
e w

ay
 o

r an
o
th

-
er." A

nd the guiltless w
ay, alas, is cov-

ered
 b

y
 th

e o
ld

 tag
, "W

h
o
m

 th
e g

o
d
s 

w
ish to destroy, they first m

ake m
ad." 

e 1974. Los A
ngeles T

im
es 

"T
he facts that m

ay or m
ay not prove the 

P
resident's guilt are hidden in a vast 

m
aze of W

hite H
ouse tapes or docum

ents." 


