HHH Dedicts $199.153
For His Papers So Far

By William Greider Iz/i Lv/ 7}
Washington Post Staff Writer

Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey
has donated his vice presiden-
tial papers valued at $309475
to the Minnesota State Histor-
ical Soeciety and so far he has
claimed $199,153 in federal tax
deductions for the econtribu-
tion.

" The tax figures were Te-
leased yesterday by Hum-
phrey, and a staff spokesman
said the senator intends to
take the full value of his gift
as tax deductions, spread over
a number of years.

Humphrey was asked about
his donation following contro-
versy over President Nixon's
gift of his vice presidential pa-
pers to the National Ar-
chives, a contribution that pro-
vided Mr. Nixon with a $576,-
000 tax deduction.

Humphrey used the same
manuseript appraiser, Ralph
G. Newman of Chicago, to fix
a value on his public papers
that President Nixon wused.

Humphrey, however, does not
appear to face the issue raised
about the 'President’s gift—
whether it was legally execu-
ted before the tax laws were
changed in 18969, prohibiting
such tax .,deduetions by public
officials. '

According to Russell Frid-
ley, director of the Minnesota
library, Humphrey signed an
agreement with his homestate
archives back in 1957 consign-
ing to the state society all of
his past and future public pa-
pers. Under that agreement,
he has been shipping boxloads
of office files to the St. Paul
archives for many years.

All of Humphrey's vice pres-
idential papers, according fo
Fridley, were delivered, start-
ing in October, 1966, and end-
ing on June 26, 1969. Thus, the
papers were all in the posses-
gsion of the Minneseta library
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a2 month before the deadline
of July 25, 1969, when the tax-
deduction provision expired.

Humphrey noted in his
press release that, while he
has donated 2700 boxes of
publie and private papers to
the state archives, dating back
to his days as mayor of Minne-
apolis, he claimed a tax deduc-
tion only on his vice presiden-
tial papers.

Aceording to Humphrey, he
has spread the $189,153 in de-
ductions over four tax vears—
1069 through 1972—but he still

- deed of gift has a similar re-

paid substantial federal and
state taxes in those years. His
total federal income tax for
the four years was $200,991.
His Minnesota state income
tax was $25,913.

“] have complied with the
law in all respects and cooper-
ated fully with the Internal
Revenue Service in making
availahle all of my books and
records,” Humphrey's state-
ment said.

Apcording to his stafi‘ ‘l;he

senator paid the following
amounts of federal income tax
in the vears that he was reduc-
ing his tax liability through
the contribution: $81662 in
1969, $39,792 in 1970, $49,435 in
1871, and $30,102 in 1872,
Humphrey left office as Vice
President in January of 1969
and took up several jobs as a
private citizen — a teacher at
the University of Minnesota
and Macalester College, a
board member for Encyclopae-
dia Britannica, and a syndi-
cated Columnist and lecturer.

When he returned to the
U.S. Senate in 1971, he drop-
ped the university and -Eney-
clopaedia Britanniea roles, but
he continued to have substan-
tial income from speaking en-
gagements in addition to his
Senate salary of $42500 3z
year.

In 1971, for instance, he paid
federal income taxes that
amounted to more than his
Senate salary. According to
past reports, Humphrey '
earned $83,451 that year from
speaker fees and articles.

Like President Nixon's pa-
pers, Humphrey’'s are still un-
der restricted access. Accord-
ing to the Minnesota library
director, scholars or other in-
terested citizens can examine
the papers only with Hum-
phrey’s permission so long as
he is alive. President Nixon's

strietion — no one can see his
papers without his written
permission so long as he is
President.

According to Fridley, about
30 scholars have done’ re-
search so far on the collection,
of Humphrey papers. A few
were turned down only be-
cause the particular items
they requested were still be-
ing catalogued by the library
staff. According to the Na-
tional Archives, no scholars
have been granted access fo
the Nixon papers.




