- Upstairs

ownstairs and in

f To rebuild the entire White House, for example, |
§ Gost ahout half as much as the bullefproof wind- |
‘ carts, ice-makers and other security |

| UPSTAIRS AT THE WHITE HOUSE: My jgos shouth:
 Life with the First Ladies. By J. B. West with " arrangements for San Clements ‘and Key/

Mary Lynn Kotz. Coward, McCann & Geo-
ghegan. 381 pp. $8.95 :

LIKE EVERYTHING ELSE around here, the
White House has had some narrow squeaks. The
British tried to burn it down; the Army Engineers
wanted to paint it black; it nearly eollapsed onthe
Trumans—and it was decorated in Late Motel by a
New York department store. But if anything ever
?pﬁnﬂ to the Chief Usher, it's time to head for
e hills. 3

For a fleeting moment, each new family moving
in is awed by the old house, with its odd ereaks
and corners and Abraham Lincoln’s ghost stalk-
ing the halls at night. But they soon geta grip on
themselves, and in a eramped office by the front
door the Chief Usher and his men prepare to bend
withthewind. = s s

To the Roosevelts, it was a Grand Hotel, with a
separate but equal clientele—his and hers—com-
ing and going at all hours of the day and night.
Mrs. Hooseveit's social day began at breakfast,
when she presided over cold eggs in the West Sit-
ting Hall, still dressed in her wrapper. (For luneh,

Presidents and their wives, children, peis,
nurses; in-laws, guests and cronies are only tran-
sients in the President’s House. The- Chief Usher
is the fellow who stays. He is there 1o greet them
when they move in; he eseorts their crates to the
wans when they leave. In the Civil ‘Serviee's rol-
THeking prose: He “is completely responsible for
the efficient operation, cleanliness and mainte-
nanee of the 132 rooms of the Executive Mansion,
containing 1,600,000 cubic feet; $2,200,000 of me-
chanieal and air conditioning equipment.”

He aversess the housekeepers, butlers,

~ she serambled the eggs herself in a silver chafing
dish she brought from Hyde Park.) jries

maids,
chefs, cooks, doormen, housemen, florists, gar-
deners, electricians, plumbers, store-keepers and
engineers. He orders the groceries, keepstrack of
- the billsy sees that the rugs are swept, that the
 plumbing wovks and that guests have a-place (0
gleepand knowwhentoshowupformeals, -
~— J. B. West spent 28 years at this work in the
White Houss, and he soon learned that fo survive,
“the eardinal rule ... isto Adapt.” His book de-
- gevibes the six presidential life-styles he Adapied
tohefore he retired in 1969, He is too disereel to
getl Everything you were afraid to
Upstairs. (He never even mentions Barba
Howar.) But he tells a lot mora than we knew be- -
fore, and his homey insights are more iniriguing
tlvan you might think; in:the light of later events.

“JONNE CHAMEERLIN, awritor fving in Washing
ten, was 3 Time correspondent during the Kep-
Ty et e e -
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The President may have had flve stars, but his
wife was the general in the house, where no detail
egeaped. (“1 run everything in my house,” she
uid,nlhevetue&theataglnneheonmenu he had
just okayed.) She was aghast at the grocery hills,
shopped the newspaper speciaﬂall over town
Aand kept track of :
“earned to turn out lots of eassernles and ground-
- mest dishes. And fortunately the Eisenhowers
were fond of hash.”) Their food bills were never
over$100a week.
Bhe said every woman mmlhmld stay fn
‘Bed until noon, and that’s exaetly what she did,
drassed in a ruifled pinkbed jacket.

ﬂi*W‘estwalbegnﬂedbyGamelot. but not
maptuﬂhhieat.ltwukalotofwem plnuning
to achieve all that sparkiing spo g‘
Pzaddantxamedy “perhaps because of eon-
stant’ exposure during the television age, was
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would think about him and his family in the White

Housge.™
mmmwwhm the staff was
ge mot to write about the
m 'mn t.“ Unhuwu&sksdﬁutako
youxmaa,mﬁm m&“mmm

. ehate!ﬂnnwustwtomhher
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“dentist’s office bomb sheiter,” and said Firat

Lady “sounds like a saddle hnrse" But Mr. West
rosa to great heights in her behalf, and she calls
mm“uneorthemmtmrdmmmulm .
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man’s birthday party. But he drew the line at asks
ing three of his ushers to come dressed as a pos-
sum, a squirrel and a mink He also resisted the
pair of peacocks she wanted for the south lawn, -

, said.







