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F
riday, A

ugust 10,1973 
T

H
E

 W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 P

O
S

T
 

C
om

m
u

n
ist P

rober B
en

jam
in

 M
an

del 
B

en
jam

in
 M

an
d
el, 8

2
, a 

retired
 co

n
g
ressio

n
al re-

search
er w

h
o
 p

lay
ed

 an
 im

-
p
o
ttan

t ro
le in

 p
ro

b
es o

f 
com

m
unist activities in this 

country, died W
ednesday at 

the ;M
ar-S

alle C
onvalescent 

H
oine%

 
a
d

r
: M

an
d

el h
ad

 b
een

 re-
" S

earch
 d

irecto
r o

f th
e S

en
-

ate In
tern

al S
ecu

rity
 S

u
b

-
co

m
m

ittee fro
m

 1
9
5
1
 u

n
til 

th
is: retirem

en
t in

 1
9

6
7

 an
d
 

h
ad

 rem
ain

ed
 as a co

n
su

l-
tant-to the subcom

m
ittee

, fo
r 

a nuinber of years. 
'''E

arlier h
e h

ad
 serv

ed
 o

n
 

th
e
 re

se
a
rc

h
 sta

ff o
f th

e
 

H
ouse U

n-A
m

erican A
ctivi-

' ties C
om

m
ittee and also had 

d
o

n
e secu

rity
 w

o
rk

 fo
r th

e 
S

tate D
epartm

ent. 
B

o
rn

 in
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 C
ity

, 
M

r. M
an

d
el h

ad
 tau

g
h
t in

 
p
u
b
lic sch

o
o
ls th

ere. In
 th

e 
1920s, he becam

e a m
em

ber 
o
f th

e
 U

.S
. C

o
m

m
u
n
ist 

P
arty

 an
d
 ev

en
tu

ally
 w

as' 
b

u
sin

ess m
an

ag
er 

of. T
h

e 
D

aily W
orker. 

H
e w

as ex
p
elled

, alo
n
g
 

w
ith

 a
 n

u
m

b
e
r o

f o
th

e
r 

p
arty

 m
em

b
ers, b

y
 a S

talin
 

p
u

rg
e in

' 1
9

2
9

 an
d

 in
 th

e 
years that follow

ed, becam
e 

an avid foe of com
m

unism
, 

B
ecause of his know

ledge 
of C

om
m

unist starteg3, tac-
tics an

d
 su

b
v
ersio

n
, as w

ell  

as his attitude tow
ard com

- 
m

unism
, h

e 
w

as ask
ed

 to
 

join the U
n-A

m
erican A

ctivi-
ties C

om
m

ittee in 1939. 
H

e left th
e co

m
m

ittee in 
1
9
4
5
 to

 w
o
rk

 fo
r th

e S
tate 

D
ep

artm
en

t fo
r tw

o
 y

ears, 
th

en
 retu

rn
ed

 to
 assist th

e 
com

m
ittee in the A

lger H
iss 

case. 
H

is ro
le in

 th
e p

arty
 an

d
 

his part in the investigation 
of H

iss is related in the fate 
W

h
ittak

er C
h

am
b

ers b
o

o
k

, 
"W

itness." 
M

r. M
andel believed that 

th
e b

est w
ay

 to
 fig

h
t co

m
-

m
unism

 in this country w
as 

to expose it. A
fter he joined  

the S
enate subcom

m
ittee, in 

1951 he explained: 
"Y

o
u

'v
e
 g

o
t to

 a
ssu

m
e
 

th
ere is a p

resen
t co

m
m

u
- 

nist conspiracy, and it is ob-
vious the com

m
unists w

ant 
ev

ery
 ad

d
itio

ittal scrap
 o

f 
atom

ic inform
ation they can 

lay hands on. 
"T

h
ere are tw

o
 w

ay
s to

 
m

eet this conspiracy. O
ne is 

to have a secret police. T
he 

o
th

er Is to
 d

ev
elo

p
 th

e ev
i-

dence in the A
m

erican w
ay, 

in
 o

p
en

 h
earin

g
s an

d
 w

ith
 

sw
o

rn
 testim

o
n

y
. T

h
e g

o
al 

sh
o
u
ld

 n
ev

er b
e to

 railro
ad

 
p
eo

p
le; alw

ay
s to

 resp
ect 

civil liberties." 

M
r. M

andel w
as co-author 

o
f a b

o
o
k
 ex

p
o
sin

g
 S

talin
-

ism
, entitled "I W

as a S
oviet 

W
orker." H

e also d
rafted

 a 
n

u
m

b
er o

f co
n

g
ressio

n
al 

d
o
cu

m
en

ts an
d
 rep

o
rts, 

elu
d

in
g

 "A
 H

an
d

b
o

o
k

 fo
r 

A
m

ericans: T
he C

om
m

unist 
P

arty
 o

f 
the 

U
nited S

tates 
of A

m
erica, W

hat It Is, H
ow

 
It W

orks." 
A

fter h
is retirem

en
t, h

e-
w

as praised by top officiaL
$. 

fo
r h

is d
e
d
ic

a
tio

n
 to

 h
is 

w
ork as an investigator and 

for his patriotism
. 

H
e is survived by his w

ife, 
M

arg
aret R

ees M
an

d
el, o

f -
the hom

e, 4427 P
 S

t. N
W

. 


