
A
ssociated P

ress 

G
en. A

lexander 
H

a
ig

 p
lay

ed
 k

ey
 ro

le in
 W

h
ite H

o
u

se fo
reig

n
 p

o
licy

 d
ecisio

n
..k

 

N
pqm

in
g o H

aig F
its N

ixon
 P

attern
 

B
y C

arroll K
ilpatrick 

W
ashington P

ost S
taff W

riter 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o

n
's ch

o
ice 

o
f G

en
. A

lex
an

d
er M

. H
aig

 
Jr. to

 tak
e o

v
er H

. R
. H

ald
e-

m
an's duties as chief of staff 

at the W
hite H

ouse is a typi-
cal N

ixon appointm
ent. 

It sh
o
w

s a
g
a
in

 h
o
w

 th
e
 

P
re

sid
e
n
t in

 h
is 

tim
e
 o

f 
tro

u
b

les tu
rn

s to
 so

m
eo

n
e 

w
ith

 w
h
o
m

 h
e is co

n
g
en

ial 
an

d
 h

as h
ad

 a lo
n
g
 asso

cia-
tion. 

E
a
rlie

r th
is w

e
e
k

, h
e
 

I p
ick

ed
 E

llio
t L

. R
ich

ard
so

n
 

to
 b

e th
e n

ew
 atto

rn
ey

 g
en

-
eral  an

d
 L

eo
n

ard
 G

arm
en

t 

1
  to

 b
e actin

g
 co

u
n
sel to

 th
e 

P
resid

en
t. M

r. N
ix

o
n
 h

as 
k

n
o

w
n

 R
ic

h
a
rd

so
n

 fo
r a

t 
least tw

o
 d

ecad
es an

d
 G

ar-
m

e
n

t fo
r a

 d
e
c
a
d

e
. B

o
th

 
h

av
e w

o
rk

ed
 clo

sely
 w

ith
 

h
im

 fo
r m

o
re

 th
a
n
 fo

u
r 

years. 
, H

aig
 p

lay
ed

 a k
ey

 ro
le 

in
 

th
e N

atio
n
al S

ecu
rity

 C
o
u
n
-

cil staff under H
enry A

. K
is-

sin
g

er d
u

rin
g

 M
r. N

ix
o

n
's 

first term
, an

d
 th

e P
resid

en
t 

se
n

t h
im

 o
n

 m
o

re
 th

a
n

 a
 

d
o
z
e
n
 trip

s to
 S

o
u
th

e
a
st 

A
sia to

 assess th
e situ

atio
n
 

fo
r h

im
 at first-h

an
d

. 
T

h
e
 fa

c
t th

a
t H

a
ig

 is a
 

g
en

eral w
h
o
 is n

o
w

 p
laced

 
in

 a sen
sitiv

e p
o

litical ro
le 

a
p

p
a
re

n
tly

 d
id

 n
o

t b
o

th
e
r 

th
e P

resid
en

t. 
In

 sev
eral co

n
v

ersatio
n

s 
w

ith
 in

tim
a
te

s in
 th

e
 la

st 
w

eek
, th

e P
resid

en
t h

as re-
ferred

 to
 th

e S
h

erm
an

 A
d

-
am

s d
ep

artu
re fro

m
 th

e E
i- 

senhow
er 	

ad
m

in
istratio

n
. 

W
hen A

dam
s left, P

resident 
E

isen
h

o
w

er ap
p

o
in

ted
 M

aj. 
G

en
. W

ilto
n
 B

. (Jerry
) P

er-
sons to be his N

o. 1 assistant 
at the W

hite H
ouse. 

O
n
e im

p
o
rtan

t d
ifferen

ce 
is th

at H
aig

 is v
ice ch

ief o
f 

staff o
f th

e arm
y

 o
n
 activ

e 
d
u
ty

 w
h
ile P

erso
n
s, w

h
o
se 

b
ro

th
er w

as o
n
ce G

o
v
ern

o
r 

o
f A

lab
am

a. w
as o

n
 th

e re-
tired

 list. 
P

ersons had w
on his spurs 

as an aide to G
en. G

eorge C
. 

M
arsh

all an
d

 as th
e P

en
ta-

g
o

n
's ch

ief liaiso
n

 o
fficer 

w
ith

 C
o
n
g
ress. H

e w
as A

d
-

am
s' d

ep
u

ty
 w

h
en

 A
d

am
s, 

w
h
o
 in

 a
 se

n
se

 h
a
d
 th

e
 

p
o
w

er o
f b

o
th

 a H
ald

em
an

 
an

d
 an

 E
h
rlich

m
an

, g
o
t in

to
 

tro
u
b
le o

v
er th

e accep
tan

ce 
o

f g
ifts fro

m
 B

ern
ard

 G
o

ld
-

fin
e, a w

ealth
y
 B

o
sto

n
 m

an
-

u
factu

rer. 
A

ccording to W
hite H

ouse 
a
id

e
s, th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n

t's a
p

-
p

o
in

tm
en

ts o
f R

ich
ard

so
n

, 
G

arm
en

t, H
aig

 an
d
 W

illiam
 

D
. R

u
c
k
e
lsh

a
u
s a

s a
c
tin

g
 

F
B

I d
irecto

r all em
p
h
asize 

h
is d

eterm
in

atio
n

 to
 try

 to
 

resto
re th

e cred
ib

ility
 o

f h
is 

p
resid

en
cy

 after th
e W

ater-
gate disclosures. 

T
h
e ap

p
o
in

tm
en

t o
f H

aig
 

to
 H

ald
em

an
's p

o
st d

o
es n

o
t 

n
ecessarily

 m
ean

 th
at so

m
e-

o
n
e
 w

ill b
e
 n

a
m

e
d
 to

 fill 
Jo

h
n
 D

. E
h

rlich
m

an
's o

ffice 
as ch

ief d
o

m
estic ad

v
iser, 

so
m

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se aid

es b
e-

lieve. 
H

o
w

ev
er, th

ere h
av

e b
een

  

ru
m

o
rs th

a
t th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t 

h
as co

n
sid

ered
 fo

r th
e p

o
st 

su
ch

 m
en

 as C
asp

ar W
. W

e-
in

b
e
rg

e
r, S

e
c
re

ta
ry

 o
f 

H
e
a
lth

, E
d
u
c
a
tio

n
 a

n
d
 

W
elfare; fo

rm
er G

o
v
. W

il-
liam

 W
. S

cran
to

n
 o

f P
en

n
-

sy
lv

an
ia an

d
 fo

rm
er p

resi-
d

en
tial aid

e B
ry

ce N
. H

ar-
low

. 
H

arlo
w

, n
o
w

 w
ith

 P
ro

cter 
an

d
 G

am
b
le, h

as b
een

 seen
 

at th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se a n

u
m

-
b
er o

f. tim
es in

 recen
t d

ay
s. 

T
h
o
se

 w
h
o
 th

in
k
 th

e
y
 

k
n
o
w

 th
e P

resid
en

t's m
in

d
 

b
e
lie

v
e
 th

a
t th

e
 e

la
b

o
ra

te
 

d
o

m
estic affairs ap

p
aratu

s 
th

at fu
n

n
eled

 ev
ery

th
in

g
 to

 
E

h
rlich

m
an

 w
ill b

e essen
-

tially
 u

n
ch

an
g

ed
 ex

cep
t fo

r 
th

e v
acan

cy
 in

 E
h
rlich

m
an

's 
office. 

T
h
e ch

ief w
eak

n
ess o

f th
e 

N
ix

o
n
 p

resid
en

cy
 in

 d
o
m

es-
tic

 a
ffa

irs, a
c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 
so

m
e o

n
 th

e in
sid

e, is th
at 

to
o
 m

a
n
y
 b

a
sic

 d
isp

u
te

s 
w

ere reso
lv

ed
 b

y
 E

h
rlich

-
m

a
n
 ra

th
e
r th

a
n
 b

y
 th

e
 

P
resid

en
t. N

o
w

 th
ere m

ay
 

b
e a ch

an
ce th

at m
o
re d

eci-
sio

n
s w

ill g
o

 to
 th

e P
resi-

d
en

t, w
h
o
 h

as tried
 to

 d
e-

v
o
te th

e b
u
lk

 o
f h

is tim
e to

 
foreign policy. 

T
h
e
 a

id
e
s c

lo
se

st to
 th

e
 

P
resid

en
t, w

h
ile sh

ak
en

 b
y

 
w

h
at h

as h
ap

p
en

ed
, n

ev
er-

th
e
le

ss sc
o
ff a

t re
p

o
rts in

 
so

m
e W

ash
in

g
to

n
 q

u
arters 

that M
r. N

ixon m
ay be over-

w
h
elm

ed
 b

y
 th

e scan
d
als 

an
d

 ev
en

tu
ally

 fo
rced

 to
 re-

sig
n
 o

r face im
p
each

m
en

t 
charges. 

E
v
en

 th
o
u
g
h
 th

ese aid
es 

ad
m

itted
ly

 d
o

 n
o

t y
et k

n
o

w
 

all th
e facts, th

ey
 are co

n
-

v
in

ced
 th

at th
e P

resid
en

t's 
p

rim
ary

 reso
lv

e n
o

w
 is to

 
sav

e th
e p

resid
en

cy
 an

d
 to

 
sa

v
e
 h

is o
w

n
 n

a
m

e
. T

h
e
y
 

think he can do both. 
T

h
eir ex

p
lan

atio
n

 o
f w

h
y

 
h
e
 w

a
ite

d
 so

 lo
n

g
 to

 a
c
-

k
n

o
w

led
g

e th
at a crisis o

f 
co

n
fid

en
ce ex

isted
 m

ay
 n

o
t 

b
e p

ersu
asiv

e to
 th

o
se w

h
o
 

h
a
v
e
 a

lw
a
y
s c

re
d
ite

d
 th

e
 

P
resid

en
t w

ith
 an

 acu
te p

o
-

litical sen
se. N

ev
erth

eless, 
th

e
y
 c

o
n
te

n
d
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
s 

lo
n
g
 d

isc
o
u
n
te

d
 w

h
a
t h

e
 

re
a
d
 in

 th
e
 p

re
s
s
 a

n
d
 

w
an

ted
 to

 b
eliev

e claim
s by 

a
ssista

n
ts th

a
t th

e
re

 w
a
s 

n
o
th

in
g
 to

 th
e ch

arg
es th

at 
co

rru
p
tio

n
 h

ad
 reach

ed
 high 

places. 
In

 recen
t d

ay
s, th

e P
resi-

d
e
n
t h

a
s re

p
e
a
te

d
ly

 to
ld

 
C

ab
in

et o
fficers an

d
 o

th
ers 

th
at h

e is d
eterm

in
ed

 to
 g

et 
to

 th
e b

o
tto

m
 o

f th
e scan

d
al 

an
d
 to

 av
o
id

 a w
h
itew

ash
. 

T
h

ey
 m

ain
tain

 th
at h

e h
as 

sp
o
k
e
n
 c

o
n
v
in

c
in

g
ly

 o
n
 

those occasions. 
H

e 
rep

o
rted

ly
 co

n
tin

u
es 

to
 b

eliev
e th

at h
is tw

o
 fo

r-
m

er p
rin

cip
al aid

es, H
ald

e-
m

an
 an

d
 E

h
rlich

m
an

, w
ill 

b
e sh

o
w

n
 to

 h
av

e a clean
 re-

co
rd

, as h
e in

d
icated

 in
 h

is 
W

atergate speech A
pril 30. 

In
 v

iew
 o

f th
eir lo

n
g
 an

d
 

clo
se asso

ciatio
n

, h
is d

eci-
sio

n
 to

 accep
t th

eir resig
n
a-

tio
n

s w
a
s tra

u
m

a
tic

, 
H

e 
re

a
c
h

e
d

 it o
n

ly
 w

ith
 th

e
 

g
reatest an

g
u

ish
 an

d
 relu

c-
tan

ce, it is said
. 

M
r. N

ix
o

n
 w

as n
ear ex

-
h

au
stio

n
 fro

m
 lack

 o
f sleep

 
an

d
 fro

m
 o

v
erw

o
rk

 w
h

en
 h

e 
d

e
liv

e
re

d
 th

e
 sp

e
e
c
h

. 
H

e 
w

o
rk

ed
 o

n
 it o

v
er th

e w
eek

-
en

d
 at C

am
p

 D
av

id
 an

d
 w

as 
still rev

isin
g
 it o

n
 th

e h
eli-

c
o
p
te

r rid
e
 to

 th
e
 W

h
ite

 
H

o
u
se

 a
n
 h

o
u
r b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 

w
e
n
t o

n
 th

e
 a

ir. W
h
ite

 
H

o
u

se
 a

id
e
s c

o
n

c
e
d

e
 th

a
t 

th
e
 re

a
c
tio

n
 to

 it w
a
s
 

"m
ixed." 
A

s fo
r th

e
 fu

tu
re

, th
e
 

P
resid

en
t ex

p
ects to

 h
o
ld

 a 
n

ew
s co

n
feren

ce so
o

n
 an

d
 

h
e is th

in
k

in
g

 o
f m

ak
in

g
 a 

fe
w

 sp
e
e
c
h

e
s in

 v
a
rio

u
s 

p
arts o

f th
e co

u
n

try
. 

B
u

t y
esterd

ay
 h

e so
u

g
h

t 
rest to

 p
rep

are h
im

self fo
r 

w
h
at h

e k
n
o
w

s are d
ifficu

lt 
d
a
y
s a

h
e
a
d
. H

e
 is fu

lly
 

aw
are, h

is clo
sest asso

ciates 
say

, o
f th

e sev
ere d

am
ag

e 
th

at h
as b

een
 d

o
n
e an

d
 o

f 
th

e
 th

re
a
t th

a
t re

m
a
in

s to
 

his presidency. 


