By Lou Canmm ;
. Washington Post Statf Writer |

‘Herbert G.: K.lein one of 41
President Nixon’s oldest as: .
sociates remaining in - gov-' |

ernment, * quit yesterday . to
become a vice pres:dent of
Metromedia, Inc. ~

He served Mr. leon
through  three president,ial
campaigns and as communi-
cat.mns du"ectnr su}ce 1969.
“’gg‘ epped with "a

1 :'*' nﬁrmse fr

;the Fe

%

informing ' the . American
people about their govern—
‘ment.”

Though Kleln’s depart.ure

had been gxpected for many:
months, he deft’ at a time? ‘«z‘e arters.

‘when an atmosphere of un-
cfrtmnty suérounds the en-
tire White House comm
cai;ioushc%mrs.tin;lnu Aunl;f
ss Secretary Ron alti
Ziegler has i.ncreaaingly
turned  over daily, White
House briefings to Ins dep-

uty, Gerald L. Warren. This *

week Ziegler accompanied
Henry Kissinger on negotia-

' tions with the North “Viet-

namese in 'Paris, purport- -
edly to. increase Ziegler's
“understanding of this par-’
ticular senes of negoha—
tions.”

Warren. said yesferday
that it is possible that Zie-

‘ ﬁeht that descnl?exﬁmmted that it was likely that
Klein as having “achieved . Ziegler would continue -in
the vital goal “of effectively '

gler may make more such

trips in the future. The

White House " press secre-
tary’s future has been a fre-,

‘quent subject of speculation
both within and outside the

.r(

Wl 1 4gom Metromed ol

ad;ninistration ever slnce‘-'
' 'disclosures in the Watergate
‘scandal ‘which led to resig-
nation of a humber of top'
‘Nixon aides,

- Ziegler, acting nn iuform

" ation he said had been fur-

nished him, had over an 11-

month penod ‘steadfastly de-

nied White House involve-

ment in the Watergate bur- - cally.”
; glary or the. subsequent‘

“cover-up. 1
‘White House sourees 1ﬁ

charge of a reorganized
communications  division
and given larger responsibil-
ities. This presumably will
mean that he will be less in-
‘volved in direct brieﬂng of
4 g \‘_, / & 5 %

'Warren &nd Ken W. Claw-
son now 'a deputy -under
Klein reportedly, will con-
‘tinue as deputy press secre-
 faries with Clawson ing

., over a portion of Klein's

duties. "

For his part, Klein made
no secret-of the fact that he
was glad to be leaving,

“It's very difficult to leave
" at this time because I think
" all of us have to do every-

. thing to help the President,” .
¢ Klein said.

“On the other
hand, on .a personal Basis
' I've long wanted to get back
into industry. I'm looking

. forward to it.”

.Klein will become Metro-
media - vice president for
corporate : relations . with

~headquarters in Los Ange-

les, In making the announce-
ment of Klein’s departure

its Job Wlt.h’“NwOn

ne.

ey

Warren 'said he would con-
tinue to Jassist the admin-

istration from timeé fo time

ona conm:lting»hasis

A letter from Klein to the |

President released by the
‘White House / praised Mr.
- Nixon for leaving “an indeli-
ble stamp on' history, both
mternat{qnally and ‘domesti-

Klein ‘a 55-year-ald for- |

mer edil:or with the San Di-
" Copley. Newspa-.
1e ‘last’ of ‘a long '

pets, is
“line of oldtime California as-

soclates to leave the ‘admin--
istration. The list includes |

Murray Ch,otmer Robert S.
Finch, Patricia Hitt and,
most prominently, H. R.

Haldeman, whose resigna-

‘. tion the Presidenﬁ accepted
" April 30 in the wake' of dis-

closures of a Watergate'

(:OVG r-up

At first;: Kley‘%’ was the
\ top spokesman for the Nix-

on administration. But his
role was gradually supplant-

ed by Ziegler, 34, who in-

creasingly became involved

. with policy issues,
Klein's, most important

achievement for thé admin- -

istration from a publie rela-
tions 'standpoint was to

bring .the President into

meetings with editors and
publishers ‘in various re-

gions of the)country rather
than holding - Washington ,

press- conferences, Klein

also provided newspapers -
around the country with fre- -
quent 'administration -posi--
tion papers on various is- |

sues. |



By Charles Del Vecchio—The Washi_nzmn Post
Klein takes over the President's desk long enough for a photograph with him.




