News Summaries Have '
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'Flavor Of Dry Obijectivity’

WASHINGTON (AP) — From
the day of the Watergate break-
in a year ago, news summaries
placed daily on President Nix-
on's desk have spelled out alle-
gations reported in the press on
all aspects of the scandal.

The Associated Press has
seen summaries covering every
major development in the bur-
glary and related cases, about:
50 digests in all, a three-inch
stack of pages devoted primar-
ily to the Watergate affair.

. Summaries for the first full

week of the Senate Watergate

hearings, for example, totaled
218 pages, of which 145 dealt
- \

with Watergate. One of the
summaries, for May 22, de-
voted 11 pages to Watergate
and only 6 to the news of the
rest of the world.

The summaries are placed on
the President’s desk in a blue,
loose-leaf binder at 8 a.m. each
day. They have not spared him
embarassing details or critical
comments. :

For example, as far back as
Nov. 2, five days before Nixon’s
r eelection, :the summary
quoted Rep. Wilbur' Mills as
saying that if the burglary had
happened 20 years ago ‘‘the
people would have demanded

7| impeachment.”

And as recently as two weeks

| ago a summary with 15 of its 25

single-spaced typewritten pages
devoted to Watergate matters
reported this comment by Eric
Sevareid of CBS on White
House staff changes:

“There’ll be improvement in
(WH) atmosphere as well as
easing of government mecha-
nism, but to restore public con-
fidence,. policy changes will be
in order along with determina-
tion of how deeply RN is in-
volved in the shady campaign
practices.” )

The digest affects a cryptic,
abbreviated style with initials
substituted for familiar names.

-ty

It refers to the president as
RN, for example.

The Washington Post and The
New York Times, two papers
responsible for many Water-
gate disclosures, are not sum-
marized but instead, according |
to a White House aide, are
slipped under the President's
bedroom door each morning.

The Post and Times are men-
tioned in the summaries when
their stories are cited by news
services or other publications. |

“We know the President |
reads the summaries,” said |
Patrick Buchanan, the White |
House assistant in charge of |
preparing them. ‘‘Sometimes I

t

he writes comments in the

-rhargins, and I know of staff

people who get memos from |
him quoting the summaries.”
Apart from occasionally iden-
tifying a news story as ‘‘posi-
tive,” meaning favorable to the
administration, or character- |
izing a TV report as the corre-
spondent’s “‘wise remarks,” the
digest has an over-all flavor of !
dry objectivity. l
Buchanan's staff summarizes
the daily output of The Associ- ,
ated Press and United Press
International, 35 daily news-
papers, 50 magazines and jour-
nals, plus news and com-
mentary on all three major
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television netwerks.

“Anyone who claims this
President ‘is isolated from the
news doesn’t know the facts,”
Buchanan said.

The summaries give promi-
nence to televised news. ‘“That
is where most people, for better
or worse, get most of their
news,” said Lyndon (Mort) Al-
lin, who handles the main edit-

Here is a typical segment of

a four-page Watergate summa- -

ry dealing with the press dis-
closure last October that Cali-
fornia lawyer Donald Segretti
had been hired to sabotage
Democratic campaigns:

“ABC led by saying the Time
and Post stories have added to
talk that GOP had plan to
create havoc among Dems and
such is purpose for which RN’s
appointments secy reportedly
hired Segretti ... Schorr said
JDE refused to answer CBS
questions after ABC show and
Dan claimed WH is getting
worried and concerned as the
stories boil up more and more,
even now throwing into ques-
tion RN’'s statement that no
present WH employees were
were invvolved in Watergate.”

Schorr is CBS correspondent
Daniel Schorr and JDE is for-
mer Presidential assistant John
D. Ehrlichman.

An excerpt from the March
26 summary:

“McCord letter bannered in
all Sat. papers wanis ‘To Lift
Lid,” ‘May Talk,’ ‘Blows Whistle’
among heads, and his subsequent
meeting with Ervin counsel Dash

at which LA Times says he -

named Dean and Magruder as
‘involved in preparations for the
bugging.’ WH has denied.”
McCord is convicted Water-
gate conspirator James McCord
Jr., Jeb Magruder is the for-
mer No. 2 man in the Nixon re-
election campaign and John
Dean III is the presidential
counsel ousted last month, Sen.
Sam Ervin, D-N.C., heads the

Senate committee investigating |

Watergate and Sam Dash is the
committee chief counsel.
From the March 27 summa-

ry: :

“WH moved swiftly to defend
Dean, said ABC, and (Bill) Gill
said RN stood firm that Dean
had done nothing wrong ...
(Robert) Pierpoint said from
moment WH learned of story it
tried to discourage publication
and warned the paper that sto-
ry was 3rd hand. But by Mon.
am., said CBS man, RN de-

cided to call Dean to discuss it.
RN call noted by RZ on film
clips and ABC noted Dean is
considering possible libel ac-

tions . ..
“NBC-CBS noted that when

" asked if he'd deny Magruder

had prior knowledge, RZ said
he couldn't speak ‘for those not
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on WH staff.’

“Kleindienst said by NBC to
be convinced Dean and Magr-
uder weren't involved.”

Pierpoint works for CBS;
Richard Kleindienst is the for-
mer attorney general. RZ is
White House press secretary
Ron Ziegler.

The news summary of April
19, two days after Nixon said
he had learned of “major de-
velopments” in a new investi-
gation, contained 14 pages of
Watergate material, including
these excerpts:

“Sevareid said truth must
come out if RN is to maintain
his credibility and practical au-
bh%rity to act in leading the

“Pierpoint on CBS AM said
RN's statement ‘raised more
guestions than it. answered . . .
What happens to Dean? Who
was responsible for 1st WH in-
vestigation that ‘appears now
to have been, at best, in-
complete?” What are the;
serious charges and major de-
velopments and ‘how did they
come to RN's’  attention?’
Pierpoint noted when press
brought ‘serious charges of its
own,’” WH denied them and ‘in-
sulted’ reporter who made
them and RZ has ‘repeatedly

‘echoed’ RN's statement no onein '

WH involved.”

The April 23 summary quotes
R.W. Apple Jr. of The New
York Times:

“There’s no way for RN to
.escape from accusation he sur-
rounded himself with un-

trustworthy people — and, per-
haps more damaging, took 10

months to find them out . .."”

It also quotes Harry Reason-
er of ABC as referring to White
House and re-election com-
mittee officials as ‘“crewcut

Rasputins, incompetent Mach-
and fumbling ama- .

iavellis
teurs."”
On Monday, April 23, the
President also received a ‘‘di-
gest of weekend comment.”
One excerpt:
“Broder (David Broder of the

\
1

Washington Post) leads
analysis: ‘This weekend, for
the Ist time, RN confronts the
possibility Watergate may be-
come his Tth crisis, a crisis of
presidential  authority.’
gloomy piece notes unless Mit-
chell, Stans, HRH, Dean etc.,
are exonerated, which Broder
says ‘seems increasingly un-

The"

|
likely,’ RN ‘is likely to be
dragged over deeper into. the
case.”
Mitchell is former attorney
general and campaign chief
John Mitchell; Maurice Stans is |
the former commerce secretary
and campaign fund-raiser.

After one rash of Watergate
news, the summary for May 7
began: ‘

“For a change, there were no

‘new Watergate developments

Sunday ..."”



