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P
aying for M

r. _ixon's L
egal F

ees 

"T
he W

hite H
ouse adm

itted the governm
ent 

spent $290,418 for law
yers and legal 

services to prepare M
r. N

ixon's 
W

atergate defense." 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
—

In the nation's cap-
ital th

e su
p
erio

r co
u
rt h

as ru
n
 o

u
t o

f 
p
u
b
lic fu

n
d
s w

ith
 w

h
ich

 to
 h

ire ex
p
eri-

en
ced

 trial law
y
ers to

 rep
resen

t in
d
i-

g
en

ts in
 crim

in
al cases. S

in
ce th

e S
u
-

p
re

m
e
 C

o
u
rt re

q
u
ire

s th
a
t su

c
h
 d

e
-

fendants m
ust have counsel, the D

istrict 
o
f C

o
lu

m
b
ia

's su
p
e
rio

r c
o
u
rt m

u
st 

e
ith

e
r c

h
o
o
se

 b
e
tw

e
e
n
 th

e
 p

o
ssib

le
 

w
h
o
lesale release o

f crim
in

al d
efen

d
-

an
t o

r so
m

eh
o
w

 g
et law

y
ers to

 w
o
rk

 
fo

r n
o
th

in
g
. 

.1
1
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e accu
rate to

 say
 th

at 
th

is is th
e w

h
o
le tru

th
, fo

r th
ere is an

 
-ex

cep
tio

n
. T

h
e D

istrict d
o
es h

av
e o

n
e 

celeb
rated

 resid
en

t (R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o
n
) 

w
h
o
 is g

ettin
g
 h

u
n
d
red

s o
f th

o
u
san

d
s 

o
f d

o
llars' w

o
th

 o
f free leg

al ad
v
ice at 

th
e tax

p
ay

ers' ex
p
en

se, alth
o
u
g
h
 h

e is 
tra  
o
f an

 in
d
ig

en
t b

u
t a m

illio
n
aire. 

- T
h
is is th

e sam
e P

resid
en

t, it w
ill b

e 
recalled

, w
h
o
 in

 1
9
7
1
 v

eto
ed

 a b
ill to

 
c
re

a
te

 th
e
 F

e
d
e
ra

l L
e
g
a
l S

e
rv

ic
e
s 

C
o
rp

. to
 p

ro
v
id

e fu
n
d
s fo

r p
eo

p
le to

o
 

p
o
o
r to

 affo
rd

 a law
y
er in

 civ
il cases, 

w
h
ich

 is th
e k

in
d
 o

f case M
r. N

ix
o
n
 

s b
een

 in
v
o
lv

ed
 In

 u
p
 to

 th
is p

o
in

t, 
alth

o
u
g
h
, o

f co
u
rse, it co

u
ld

 b
eco

m
e a 

rim
in

al case. 
T

h
e situ

atio
n
 in

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
 is so

 
acu

te th
at th

e ch
ief ju

d
g
e o

f th
e su

p
e- 

rio
r co

u
rt h

as w
ritten

 th
e S

en
ate A

p
-

p
ro

p
riatio

n
s C

o
m

m
ittee to

 say
: "T

h
e 

S
u
p
rem

e C
o
u
rt h

as stated
 tim

e an
d
 

'ag
ain

 th
at w

h
at is co

n
stitu

tio
n
ally

 re-
g
lared

 is n
o
t ju

st leg
al rep

resen
tatio

n
 ' 

O
f 

an
 accu

sed
 b

u
t 'effectiv

e' leg
al rep

-
resen

tatio
n
. W

h
en

 th
at k

in
d
 o

f rep
re-

sen
tatio

n
 h

as n
o
t b

een
 p

ro
v
id

ed
 in

 an
y
 

in
d
iv

id
u
al case, th

e ap
p
ellate co

u
rts 

h
av

e n
o
t h

esitated
 to

 rev
erse th

e co
n
-

v
ietan

." 

T
h
e C

h
ief ju

d
g
e said

 th
at "w

e m
ay

 
see m

an
y
 su

ch
 rev

ersals if th
e p

resen
t 

situ
a
tio

n
 is a

llo
w

e
d
 to

 c
o
n
tin

u
e
," 

w
h
ich

 co
u
ld

 affect so
m

e 3
0
0
 cases p

er 
w

eek or 15,000 a year. F
or the im

m
edi-

a
te

 e
m

e
rg

e
n
c
y
 th

e
 c

h
ie

f ju
d
g
e
 h

a
s 

called
 o

n
 th

e en
tire D

istrict o
f C

o
lu

m
-

b
ia

 b
a
r to

 g
iv

e
 th

e
ir se

rv
ic

e
s fre

e
. 

E
vent  if th

ey
 resp

o
n
d
, it is n

o
t a p

racti-
cal so

lu
tio

n
, fo

r m
o
st are n

o
t crim

in
al 

law
yers. 

"W
h
at are w

e say
," ask

ed
 th

e ch
ief 

ju
d
g
e, "to

 an
 accu

sed
 w

h
o
 is p

ro
secu

-
ted

 b
y
 a sk

illed
 U

.S
. atto

rn
ey

 an
d
 d

e-
fen

d
ed

 b
y
 a p

aten
t law

y
er?" A

n
d
 h

e 
ad

d
s: "C

an
 w

e ex
p
ect th

e d
efen

d
an

t... 
to

 b
e
lie

v
e
 th

a
t h

e
 'h

a
s b

e
e
n
 tre

a
te

d
 

fairly
 b

y
 th

e co
u
rt sy

stem
? W

h
at m

ay
 

w
ell b

e at/ stak
e h

ere is th
e co

n
fid

en
ce 

o
f th

is co
m

m
u
n
ity

 in
 its sy

stem
 o

f ju
s-

tice." 
B

efo
re th

e p
u
b
lic fu

n
d
s ran

 o
u
t, th

e 
su

p
erio

r co
u
rt w

as p
ay

in
g
 ex

p
erien

ced
 

crim
inal law

yers an average of only $126 
p
er in

d
ig

en
t case. T

o
 tid

e it o
v
er u

n
til 

th
e n

ex
t fiscal y

ear, th
e co

u
rt n

eed
s 

aro
u
n
d
 $

1
 m

illio
n
, w

h
ich

 is p
ro

b
ab

ly
 

w
hat M

r. N
ixon w

ould have had to shell 
o
u
t if h

^ w
ere p

ay
in

g
 h

is o
w

n
 d

efen
se. 

It is h
ard

 to
 estim

ate th
ese k

in
d
s o

f 
costs but the prosecution of D

aniel E
lls-

b
erg

 p
ro

v
id

es a clu
e. H

is d
efen

se fu
n
d
 

is reported to have exceeded $1 m
illion, 

alth
o
u
g
h
, u

n
lik

e M
r. N

ix
o
n
 h

e w
as in

-
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 o
n
ly

 o
n
e set o

f ch
arg

es, M
r. 

N
ixon's legal problem

s have only begun. 
T

hey dw
arf E

llsberg's . 
Ju

st in
 th

e last six
 m

o
n
th

s o
f 1

9
7
3
, 

the W
hite H

ouse adm
itted to S

en. W
al-

ter M
ondale (D

-M
inn.) the governm

ent 
sp

en
t $

2
9
0
,4

1
8
 fo

r law
y
ers an

d
 leg

al 
serv

ices to
 b

eg
in

 p
rep

aratio
n
 o

f M
r. 

N
ixon's W

atergate defense. T
his figure 

is su
p
p
o
sed

 to
 in

clu
d
e th

e salaries fo
r 

la
w

y
e
rs a

n
d
 o

th
e
rs a

ssig
n
e
d
 to

 th
e
 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se fro

m
 o

th
er ex

ecu
tiv

e d
e-

p
artm

en
ts an

d
 ag

en
cies, as w

ell as th
e 

ad
m

in
istrativ

e ex
p
en

se fo
r th

e P
resi-

dent's elaborate defense operation. 
It m

ig
h
t b

e w
ell to

 rem
em

b
er th

at 
th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se first estim

ated
 th

e 
co

st o
f g

o
v
ern

m
en

t im
p
ro

v
em

en
ts to

 
M

r. N
ix

o
n
's S

an
 C

lem
en

te h
o
m

e at 
$
3
9
,0

0
0
. It is n

o
w

 ad
m

itted
 to

 b
e $

1
0
 

m
illio

n
, aid

 so
m

e th
in

k
 it is clo

ser to
 

$17 m
llion. W

ho know
s w

hat the legal 
expense to the taxpayers w

ill be before 
th

e p
ro

b
ab

le im
p
each

m
en

t p
ro

ceed
in

g
  

an
d
 o

th
er p

o
ten

tial actio
n
s ag

ain
st M

r. 
N

ixon's are over? 
Jam

es S
t. C

lair, w
h
o
 n

o
w

 h
ead

s u
p
 

th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se law

 firm
, k

eep
s say

-
in

g
 h

e is d
efen

d
in

g
 th

e "p
resid

en
cy

," 
rath

er th
an

 th
e P

resid
en

t. B
u
t it is M

r. 
N

ix
o
n
, n

o
t h

is b
ad

g
e o

f o
ffice, th

at is 
u
n
d
er in

v
estig

atio
n
. T

h
e C

o
n
stitu

tio
n
 

sa
y
s n

o
th

in
g
 a

b
o
u
t im

p
e
a
c
h
in

g
 th

e
 

P
residency. 
A

tty
. G

en
. W

illiam
 S

ax
b
e said

 last 
Ja

n
u
a
ry

 th
a
t th

e
 tim

e
 m

ig
h
t c

o
m

e
 

w
h
en

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 sh

o
u
ld

 tak
e o

v
er th

e 
co

sts o
f d

efen
d
in

g
 h

im
self. H

e said
 th

e 
g
o
v
ern

m
en

t sh
o
u
ld

 n
o
t p

ay
 th

e b
ills 

fo
r th

e d
efen

se at a trial o
f im

p
each

-
m

e
n
t c

h
a
rg

e
s. H

e
 a

lso
 th

o
u
g
h
t it 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e im

p
ro

p
er fo

r th
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
to

 p
ay

 th
e d

efen
se b

ill ev
en

 b
efo

re a 
v
o
te o

n
 im

p
each

m
en

t, if th
e in

q
u
iry

 
developed crim

inal allegations. 
T

h
is lin

e o
f th

o
u
g
h
t d

o
es n

o
t ap

p
ear 

to
 h

av
e im

p
ressed

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se. 

W
h
e
n
 p

re
sse

d
 a

b
o
u
t it a

t a
 re

c
e
n
t 

p
re

ss c
o
n
fe

re
n
c
e
, th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t 

b
ru

sh
ed

 it o
ff, jd

k
in

g
 th

at if th
e atto

r-
n
ey

 g
en

eral ru
led

 ag
ain

st h
im

," "I'll 
find som

ebody to loan m
e the m

oney." 
W

h
en

 S
p
iro

 A
g
n
ew

 w
as p

ro
secu

ted
 

fo
r h

is activ
ities b

o
th

 b
efo

re an
d
 after 

h
e b

ecam
e V

ice P
resid

en
t, h

e o
b
tain

ed
 

o
u
tsid

e co
u
n
sel at h

is o
w

n
 ex

p
en

se, 
p
ro

b
ab

ly
 m

o
re th

an
 $

2
0
0
,0

0
0
. H

is law
-

y
e
rs w

e
re

 n
o
t o

n
 th

e
 p

u
b
lic

 p
a
y
ro

ll 
ev

en
 w

h
en

 th
ey

 w
ere raisin

g
 co

n
stitu

-
tio

n
al q

u
estio

n
s in

 h
is b

eh
alf. F

in
ally

, 
M

r. N
ix

o
n
's p

erso
n
al secretary

, R
o
se 

M
ary

 W
o
o
d
s, also

 h
ired

 h
er o

w
n
 atto

r-
n
ey

, as h
as ev

ery
b
o
d
y
 else o

n
 th

e P
res-

id
en

t's staff w
h
o
 b

ecam
e in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 
W

aterg
ate. W

h
y
 sh

o
u
ld

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 b

e 
the sole exception? 


