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Nixon's Frequent 
Talks With Dean 

Washington 
Citing secret grand jury 

testimony. a confidential 
' House Judiciary Committee 
staff memorandum suggest-
ed that President Nixon he-
gan meeting regularly with 

;then-White House counsel 
`John W. Dean 111 in Febru! 

l
ary, 1973;  to give Dean an 
excuse to claim executive 

!privilege. and refuse to testi-
fy before the grand jury and 
the Senate Watergate com-
nittee 
That testimony and other 

evidence that Mr. Nixon 
participated in the Water-
gate coverup is analyzed in 
the memo. • 

The evidence the memo 
cites also tends to support 
Dean's contention that Mr_ 
Nixon knew about the Wat-
er ate coerup before 

Maich 21, when the Presi-
dent says i  it was first 
brought to his attention i by 
Dean). 

A copy of the memo, dated 
May 24, 1974, was secured 
yesterday by the Los Ange-
les Times, which earlier had 
secured copies of three oth-
ers by the same radiciary 
committee staff attorney. 
The memos were mitten at 
the request of several Demo-
erats on the committee to 
help them coordinate and 
analyze the voluminous evi-
dence that has been present-

ed in closed hearings. 
William P. Dixon, who 

wrote the memos, included a 
cover letter with theMay4 
document cautioning that. 
`This memo is interpreta- 

tive on my part and the 
facts presented herM nee 
be interpreted differently by 
other.::." 

The May 24 memo not(e 
that in the vent prioi to yet). 
27, 1973. Dean met with the 
President fur a total of no 
more than two housr 
mostly on ceremonial occa-
sions. 

Mrs. Nixon did not ((eget 
meeting regularly with 
Dean, according t the 

.merno. until after Dean ex-
pressed concern that 
prohably would be (!alied as 
a witness before the Senate 
committee and that he hail • 
no basis for claiming execu-
tive privilege because he 
had not been conversing di-
rectly with the President 
about Watergate. 

The President called Dean 
to meet personally with him 
on Watergate on Febrtory 
27, according to the memo. 
and met with him almost 
daily thereafter. 

fuur days t h e 
President was able to state 
at a March 2 press confer-
ence that cean could not tee. 
tify before a congressicinal 
committee because of execte 
t,ve privilege." the memo 
cunt imies 

"Less than teo weeks :'1t-
er that, the Presiden+ toil a 
press conference that Dean 
could not testie. !!Flora the 
conue.is because of a 'doa-
ble privilege, the law:. er -
client relationship, as well 
as the presidential (execu-
tive( privilege.' " 

1,40. Ingelvg Times 


