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‘Cox Says Cover-

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va.,
May 27 (AP)—Archibald Cox,
former Watergate special
prosecutor fired by President
Nixon, said . today there ig
‘certainly a permissible infer-
ence” that the President was
involved in the TViatergate
over-up.

He told a news conference
that he reached this conclu-
sion after reading the tran-
scripts of the White House
conversations between Nixon
and his top aides concerning
1 the possibility of paying hush
money to the Watergate bur-
glars.

“Like all inferences, you
don’t have to draw it” he]
added. :

Cox covered much of the
same ground in the com-!
mencement speech he later
made at the University of Vir-
ginia Law School.

On both occasions, he said
he believed there are three po-
" tential grounds for impeach-
* iig President Nixon.

The strongest, he said,
would be if the question of
providing White House tapes
went to the Supreme Court
. and the President ignored an
order of the court . to relin-
auish them.

“Failure to comply would, in
mv judgment. be the most se-|
rious of impeachable offen-|
ses,” the Harvard law profes-'
sor said.

Sueh a refusal, he said,
“would in truth defy th~ esg
sential constitutional guaran-
tee that the executive be un-
der the law” and “would as-
sert an arbifrary, executive
power to block full and impar-

tial inguiry into executiVE|
wrongdoing.” |

Cox said he felt that an-
other ground for impeachment
would be the withholding
from the House Judiciary
Committee evidence that it
judges necessary to the Water-
gate inquiry.

This, he said, is “a defiance
of the only process the Consti-
tution provides for dealing

with substantial  charges
against a President and reas-[

Up Inferred

serting our demands for integ-
rity and morality in govern-
ment.” :

“Cox said that even if Mrs
Nixon had fully ecooperated®
with the Watergate investiga
tion, there still might be-
grounds for impeachment in.
his failure to restrain and di:
rect the activities of the Com-
mittee to Re-Elect the Presi’
dent and those White House
aides linked with the Water-
gate scandal.



