
513/-7 
F

ocusing on the M
arch 21 M

eeting 

G
eorge F

. W
ill 

It h
as co

m
e to

 th
is. A

 P
resid

en
t is 

begging the nation to believe that 1,200 
ages of transcripts, edited by him

, are 
am

b
ig

u
o
u
s" co

n
cern

in
g
 h

is in
v
o
lv

e-
en

t in
 a crim

in
al co

n
sp

iracy
 to

 o
b
-

uct justice. 

t

It is a m
easu

re o
f M

r. N
ix

o
n
's d

es-
eration that he has struggled to focus 
ublic attention on the M

arch 21, 1973, 
co

n
v
ersatio

n
, d

u
rin

g
 w

h
ich

, at o
n
e 

o
in

t, h
e co

m
m

an
d
ed

 th
e p

ay
m

en
t o

f 
hush m

oney, and follow
ing w

hich (not 
uprisingly) hush m

oney w
as paid. 

ti

W
h
y
 fo

c
u
s a

tte
n
tio

n
 ' o

n
 th

is 
isg

race? T
h
e k

ey
 is in

 h
is assertio

n
 

h
a
t M

a
rc

h
 2

1
 w

a
s w

h
e
n
 h

e
 first 

earned there w
as a cover-up. H

e hopes 
h
e M

arch
 2

1
 tran

scrip
t, read

 in
 th

e 
ght of this assertion, w

ill seem
 am

big-
ous. 
B

ut the transcripts dem
onstrate that 

he assertion is not truthful. 
In his carefully crafted w

ritten state-
ent of A

ug. 15, 1973, M
r. N

ixon de-
led M

r. D
ean's assertion that he knew

 
b
o
u
t th

e co
v
er-u

p
 o

n
 S

ep
tem

b
er 1

5
, 

972: "N
ot only w

as I unaw
are of any 

o
v
er-u

p
, b

u
t at th

at tim
e, an

d
 u

n
til 

larch
 2

1
, I w

as u
n
aw

are th
at th

ere 
as anything to cover up." 
B

ut the l'sjarch_13,, 1973, conversation  

'In
clu

d
es th

is ex
ch

an
g
e b

etw
een

 M
r...  

D
ean (D

) and M
r. N

ixon (P
): 

D
. C

h
ap

in
 d

id
n
't k

n
o
w

 an
y
th

in
g
 

about the W
atergate. 

P
. D

on't you think so? 
D

. A
bsolutely not. 

P
. S

trachan? 
D

. Y
es. 

P
. H

e knew
? 

D
. Y

es. 
P

. A
bout the W

atergate? 
D

. Y
es. 

G
o
rd

o
n
 S

trach
an

 w
as th

e p
rin

cip
al 

political aide to W
hite H

ouse chief-of-
staff H

. R
. H

aldem
an. B

oth have been 
indicted. 

B
ut on M

arch 13, 1973, M
r. D

ean as-
su

red
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 th

at th
e au

th
o
rities 

"w
ould h

ave one hell of a tim
e proving 

th
at S

trach
an

 h
ad

 k
n
o
w

led
g
e o

f it." 
M

r. D
ean assured M

r. N
ixon that M

r. 
S

trachan had "stonew
alled" in the past  

and w
ould do so again. T

o "stonew
all" 

is to
 L

ie to
 au

th
o
rities b

y
 p

ro
fessin

g
 

com
plete ignorance of w

hatever is un-
der investigation. 

S
o M

r. N
ixon w

as not truthful w
hen 

he said, last A
ug. 15, that until M

arch 
21 he w

as unaw
are of any cover-up, or 

anything that needed C
overing up. T

he 
fact th

at 'M
r. N

ix
o
n
 d

eceiv
ed

 th
e n

a-
tion about w

hen he learned about the 
cover-up should condition how

 w
e read 

the earlier transcripts. 
O

n M
arch 13 M

r. D
ean suggested a 

"'there it all is' approach",  to releasing 
the truth about W

atergate, an approach 
M

r. N
ixon called "let it all hang out." 

B
ut M

r. N
ixon said: "w

e have passed 
that point." M

r. N
ixon thus acknow

l-
edged that "all" had not been told, and 
he ruled out doing so. 

B
ack on 

P
o
lia

rta
x
,2

4
 

in
 an

o
th

er 
long, ram

bling talk w
ith M

r. D
ean, M

r. 

N
ixon w

ondered w
hy there had been a 

delay in sentencing the original seven 
W

atergate defendants. H
e guessed that 

Judge John S
irica w

as trying to "break 
them

 dow
n." D

ean assured M
r. N

ixon 
th

e
 d

e
fe

n
d
a
n
ts w

e
re

 "h
a
n
g
in

g
 in

 
tough" and M

r. N
ixon pondered giving 

them
 clem

ency in six m
onths. 

O
bviously M

r. N
ixon and M

r. D
ean, 

soulm
ates at this point, m

eant that the 
defendants w

ere being "tough" in not 
"breaking dow

n" and telling Judge S
ir-

ica everything they knew
 about W

hite 
H

ouse involvem
ent. 

M
om

ents later M
r. N

ixon m
entioned 

that his policy regarding the upcom
ing 

S
en

ate W
aterg

ate h
earin

g
s w

o
u
ld

 b
e 

to avoid com
m

ent unless "they break 
th

ro
u
g
h
." T

h
ro

u
g
h
 w

h
at? T

o
 w

h
at? 

T
h
ro

u
g
h
 th

e co
v
er-u

p
 to

 th
e facts 

about W
hite H

ouse involvem
ent. 

T
he transcript indicates that on F

eb, 
2
8
, M

r. N
ix

o
n
 an

d
 M

r. D
ean

s w
ere 

am
icab

le p
artn

ers in
 a co

m
p
licated

, 
d
o
o
m

ed
 attem

p
t to

 "sto
n
ew

all" th
e 

investigation of W
atergate. B

ut as M
r. 

N
ixon know

i; the question now
 is not, 

"w
h
at d

o
 th

e tran
scrip

ts m
ean

?" b
u
t 

rather, "does the H
ouse of R

epresenta-
tives m

ean business." 

"T
he key is M

r. N
ixon's assertion that M

arch 
21 w

as w
hen he first learned there w

as a cov- 
er-up." 


