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R
ecognizing the G

ood G
uys of W

atergate 
T

he W
hite H

ouse transcripts portray 
R

ichard N
ixon as a petty, cynical m

an 
w

ho has hidden behind the m
ajesty of 

th
e p

resid
en

cy
. H

e o
p
erated

 th
ro

u
g
h
 

o
th

er m
en

 w
h
o
 ap

ed
 h

im
 an

d
 ten

d
ed

, 
in the w

ay of young m
en, to out-N

ixon 
N

ixon. 
B

ut there w
ere other m

en w
ho show

 
up in the transcripts as principled and 
courageous. T

hey should not be lost in 
the w

ave of revulsion over the poison-
ous atm

osphere inside the O
val O

ffice. 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se law

y
er L

en
 G

arm
en

t, 
o
r in

stan
ce, tried

 to
 p

ersu
ad

e th
e 

resid
en

t to
 d

o
 th

e rig
h
t th

in
g
. H

. R
. 

ald
em

an
 rep

o
rted

 to
 th

e P
resid

en
t 

n A
pril 16, 1973, that G

arm
ent "now

 
ays it is im

perative that he m
eet w

ith 
o
u
 ... an

d
 w

h
at h

e w
ill say

 to
 y

o
u
 is 

h
at it is clear to

 h
im

 th
at y

o
u
 are in

 
ossession of know

ledge that you can-
o
t b

e in
 p

o
ssessio

n
 o

f w
ith

o
u
t actin

g
 

n." 
 

W
h
en

 G
arm

en
t p

ersisted
, th

e P
resi- 

en
t later in

stru
cted

 H
ald

em
an

: "N
o
. 

'Il h
a
v
e
 to

 p
u
t th

a
t o

ff ... N
o
 te

ll 
im

, tell h
im

 th
at I feel v

ery
 p

erso
n
-

lly ... G
ive him

 a little bull . . ." 
C

am
paign treasurer H

ugh S
loan also 

refused to participate in the W
atergate 

co
v
er-u

p
. "H

e h
as a co

m
p
u
lsio

n
 to

 
d
em

ise h
irS

o
u
l b

y
 co

n
fessio

n
," Jo

h
n
 

D
ean reported scornfully to the P

resi- 
d
e
n
t."W

e
 a

re
 g

iv
in

g
 h

im
 a

 lo
t o

f 
stroking." B

ut S
loan refused to be vel-

v
et-g

lo
v
ed

 in
to

 m
isrep

rsen
tin

g
 th

e 
facts. 

T
h
e P

resid
en

t's ch
ief co

n
g
ressio

n
al 

o
p
erativ

e, B
ry

ce H
arlo

w
 ap

p
ears in

 
the transcripts as a m

an w
ho w

ouldn't 
use the strong-arm

 m
ethods favored by 

N
ixon. F

or exam
ple, H

aldem
an heard 

th
at H

o
u
se S

p
eak

er C
arl A

lb
ert h

ad
 

a
sk

e
d
 G

A
O

 a
u
d
ito

rs to
 p

ro
b
e
 th

e
 

W
hite H

ouse. 
"W

e
ll, (e

x
p
le

tiv
e
 d

e
le

te
d
) th

e
 

S
peaker of the H

ouse," snorted H
alde-

m
an

. "M
ay

b
e w

e b
etter p

u
t a little 

heat on him
." 

A
g
reein

g
, th

e P
resid

en
t su

g
g
ested

: 
"W

hy don't you see if H
arlow

 w
ill tell 

him
 that." 

"B
ecau

se h
e w

o
u
ld

n
't d

o
 it," said

 
H

aldem
an. 

7 
T

he W
hite H

ouse tried w
ithout suc-

cess to
 o

b
stru

ct th
e F

B
I in

v
estig

atio
n
 

o
f W

aterg
ate. L

ess th
en

 a w
eek

 after 
th

e W
aterg

ate b
reak

-in
, H

ald
em

an
 

ask
ed

 th
e C

IA
 to

 in
terv

en
e w

ith
 th

e 
F

B
I to

 lim
it th

e W
aterg

ate in
v
estig

a-
tion to the five m

en w
ho w

ere arrested 
inside D

em
ocratic P

arty headquarters. 
"It is th

e P
resid

en
t's w

ish
," d

eclared
 

H
aldem

an. 
John D

ean also w
ithheld incrim

inat-
in

g
 d

o
cu

m
en

ts, co
v
ered

 u
p
 o

th
er ev

i-
d
en

ce an
d
 sen

t F
B

I ag
en

ts ch
asin

g
 

false leads. B
ut 

th
e F

B
I p

ressed
 ah

ead
 

w
ith

 the investigation, undeterred. 
W

h
en

 F
B

I d
irecto

r L
. P

atrick
 G

ray
 

h
a
d
 to

 b
e
 re

p
la

c
e
d
, th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t 

needed som
eone w

ith a reputation for 
integrity to take over. H

e selected W
il-

liam
 R

uckelshaus. 
In

 a b
u
rst o

f b
rav

ad
o
, th

e P
resid

en
t 

told A
ssistant A

ttorney G
eneral H

enry 
P

etersen: "(R
uckelshaus) w

ill cooper-
ate w

ith
 th

e in
v
estig

atio
n
 ... W

ell, 
he's M

r. C
lean, you know

, so you un-
derstand." 

L
ater, R

uckelshaus w
as m

oved up to 
D

ep
u
ty

 A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral. W
h
en

 sp
e- 

cial p
ro

secu
to

r A
rch

ib
ald

 C
o
x
 tu

rn
ed

 
o
v
er a few

 sto
n
es th

at im
p
licated

 th
e 

P
resid

en
t, h

e o
rd

ered
 R

u
ck

elsh
au

s to
 

fire him
. M

r. C
lean refused. 

A
ttorney G

eneral E
lliot R

ichardson 
also stood up to the P

resident over the 
sam

e incident, refusing to com
prom

ise 
his integrity. 

T
h
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se tap

es also
 sh

o
w

 
th

at th
e P

resid
en

t co
u
ld

n
't co

n
tro

l th
e 

three low
ly prosecutors w

ho m
ade up 

th
e o

rig
in

al W
aterg

ate team
. U

n
d
er 

presidential prodding, H
enry P

etersen 
tried

 to
 lim

it the W
atergate investiga-

tio
n
. H

e rep
o
rted

 to
 th

e P
resid

en
t o

n
 

A
pril 17 that he had told chief prosecu-

tor E
arl S

ilbert: "D
am

n it S
ilbert keep 

your eye on the m
ark. W

e are investi-
gating W

atergate. W
e are not investi-

tgicastin
g
 th

e w
h
o
le d

am
n
 realm

 o
f p

o
li- 

B
ut the three prosecutors w

ould not 
back dow

n. E
ven H

aldem
an •grudgingly 

p
raised

 S
ilb

ert. "It is a d
am

n
 g

o
o
d
 

prosecuting law
yer like S

ilbert to get a 
k
ey

 w
itn

ess to
 tu

m
b
le," H

ald
em

an
 

grum
ped, referring to the defection of 

Jeb M
agruder. 

L
ater H

ald
em

an
 •b

ro
u
g
h
t h

is atto
r-

neys, John W
ilson and F

rank S
trickler, 

in
 to

 se
e
 th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t. "B

e
a
r in

 
m

in
d
," th

e feisty
, o

ld
 W

ilso
n
 to

ld
 

N
ixon, "that w

e have a group of zeal-
ots—

uh, particularly in S
eym

our G
lan-

zer w
ho is a fire-eating prosecutor, and 

uh—
these zealots alw

ays sh
o
o
t fo

r th
e 

top." 
B

u
t it w

as Ju
d
g
e Jo

h
n
 S

irica w
h
o
 

m
ade the W

hite H
ouse crow

d the m
ost 

nervous. H
e had been an obscure fed-

eral judge, one of 459 district judges in  

th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates. B

u
t th

is o
b
su

re 
ju

d
g
e, th

ig
 so

n
 o

f an
 Italian

 im
m

i-
g
ran

t, sto
o
d
 u

p
 to

 th
e m

o
st p

o
w

erfu
l 

m
an in the country. H

e challenged the 
P

resident of the U
nited S

tates. 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t an
x
io

u
sly

 d
iscu

ssed
 

S
irica's actions on A

pril 17, 1973, w
ith 

th
en

 S
ecretary

 o
f S

tate W
illiam

 R
o
g
-

ers. C
o
m

m
en

ted
- R

o
g
ers: "T

h
e o

n
ly

 
reaso

n
 a ju

d
g
e q

u
estio

n
s a d

efen
d
an

t 
w

h
en

 th
ere's a p

lea o
f g

u
ilty

 .. . is to
 

m
ake sure that he's pleading voluntar-

ily and that he know
s the nature of his 

pleading." 
"B

ut S
irica has exceeded that hasn't 

he, B
ill?" asked the P

resident. "T
hat's 

th
e p

o
in

t." L
ater in

 th
e co

n
v
ersatio

n
, 

R
ogers got to the heart of the problem

. 
"(S

irica) w
as suspicious," said R

ogers, 
"there w

as a cover-up." 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t also
 ex

p
ressed

 a se-
c
re

t re
sp

e
c
t fo

r S
e
n
a
te

 W
a
te

rg
a
te

 
C

hairm
an S

am
 E

rvin (D
-N

.C
.), w

hom
 

N
ixon said "w

orks harder than m
ost of 

our S
outhern gentlem

en." T
he only ap-

p
ro

ach
 th

at w
o
u
ld

 w
o
rk

 w
ith

 E
rv

in
, 

N
ix

o
n
 su

g
g
ested

, w
as th

e statesm
an

-
like approach. 

"M
ay

b
e," said

 th
e P

resid
en

t, "y
o
u
 

can tell E
rvin on the m

ountaintop that 
th

is is a g
o
o
d
 w

ay
 to

 set u
p
 a p

ro
ce-

d
u
re fo

r th
e fu

tu
re . .. W

e are m
ak

in
g
 

a lo
t o

f 'h
isto

ry
 h

ere, sen
ato

r . , W
e 

are settin
g
 a stirrin

g
 p

reced
en

t." 
T

he transcripts m
ake perfectly clear 

th
at P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
's su

sp
icio

n
 an

d
 

h
o
stility

 p
erm

eated
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se 

w
ith apprehension, jealously and m

oral 
rot. B

ut there w
ere also good m

en w
ho 

w
ere not afflicted. 

d9 1974, U
nited F

eature S
yndicate 


