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A White House transcript 
of a purported March 22, 
;.973, Presidential conversa-
tion referred to by White•
House lawyer James D. St. 
Clair before the House Judi-
ciary Committee Thursday 
showed President Nixon 
commenting on an event 
that did not occur until 
March 23. 

Although it is not clear in 
the transcript presented by ' 
St. Clair to the Judiciary 

Committee whether Mr. 
Nixon is talking about 
Watergate 'conspirator E. 
HciWard Hunt jr. or G., 
Gordon Liddy. • Mr. Nixon 
said: "That, uh, judge gave 
him 35 years." 

However, no • defendants 
in ,  the. original Watergate 
case were sentenced by 
Chief U.S. District Judge 
John J. Sirica until March 
2,3, 1973, one day after .the 
date of transcript that St. 
Clair read to the Commit-.  
tee. 

Hunt was given a provi-
sional sentence of 35 years 

. in• prison byiSirica on. March 
23. Liddy, who is the only 
person discussed in the 
March 22 transcript immedi 
ately before President 
Nixon made bis remark 
about the 35-year sentence, 
received a prison term of six 
years and eight months 
from Sirica on March 23. 

The White • House yester-
day declined to comment on 
the apparent discrepancy 
"The transcript speaks for  

itself," a White • House 
spokesman said. "We won't 
expand on'it." 

In We impeachment in-
quiry defense summation 
before the Judiciary Com-
mittee Thursday, St. Clair 
used a portion of a March 22 
conversation between Mr. 
Nixon and White House 
chief of 'staff H. H. (Bob) 
Haldeman in an effort to 
buttress St. Clair's conten-
tion that Mr. Nixon had not 
approved payments of "hush 
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money" to iiunt on Alarch 

	

The 2 	port;nti 
quoted by tit t lair in his 
summation caiite from a 
one-hour. 24iiiitinte Presi• 
riernial cutiversatif•n that 
!hi• judicial y Committee 
has tried ■ P V;.:'1 to obtain 
from the While House Mr. 
Nixue refused to turn that 
tape and other materials 
own tit the Jiicli('iary Corn-
ruitiee on the erounils that 
he already given the Corn 
mii tee -t he full story of 
Water6ate." 

St Clatr's reading of his 
selected portion of 'he tran• 
script,- without having. first 
informed chief committee 
counsel John f)oar. report-
edly caused an uproar in the 
Committee. 

According to two Judiei-
ary Committee members 
who were present. St. Clair 
interpreted the March 22 
conversation as showini.,  
that President Nixon had 
Sgt approved blackmail itay- 

t 	t 	other 
t+ attreati' defertitaiitS. This" 
contention has been the 

	

heart of S! 	deteriso 
of Mr. Nixon in the im• 
•toap-lirnent proceedings. 

Hi.wcvet tn., transcript 
portion cited 
shown Mr. Nixon aneroved 
r'io't. payment (If mone:i, but 

to Hunt. -We 
do it out of compassion:' 

fir Nixon said in the tran-
script. 

One Democratic member 
of the Judiciary commented 
yesterday that the Iran. 
siTipt. "instead of exonerat-
ing him (President Nixon). 
it's damaging because it 
shows the guy really is 
aware, because it shows he 
had knowledge" that money 
was paid to the Watergate 
defendants. 

The transcript portion 
made public yesterday by 
the White House, purport-
edly of a conversation dated 
March 22. 1973, begins in the 
following manner: 

Haldeman: Well—what's 
the tinaudiblej—still the Cu-
bans seem to be the least 
matter of concern—they're 
fanatics — and they don't 
seem to be really too 
concerned about their 
(inaudible) and their needs 
are fairly minimal. And 
Dean confirms that Liddy-- 
Liddy is enjoying—biddy's 
in jail--he did't stay out. He 
,i.i.st said 1 want to start 
serving my term. And  lie's 
at Danbury and thoroughly 
ellloYing it.- :44k...,.a.. little 
•Ii-artec • 

	

I !'reside[;' Thlii. 	., 
. 	. 

( gave him 35 ears. 
Haldeman: As long as nit 

(thinks 1 hey atx. gitin:z to be 
of some help to hint some 
env 	then 	he 	thinks  
iinauditnet has five kiu'. 
And all lie is concerned 
about is that there is 

, •,... 	1 
ettonah income to take care iit“.. 

r o..,..t3.1 

of his kids and that's being 
taken care of right now by 
his father. 

President: Damn it. When 
people are in jail there is 
every right for people to 
raise money for them. 
Onaudi 'We t and that's all 
there is to it. I don't think 
we ought to (inaudible) -
there's got to be fund -• I'm 
not being -- I don't mean to 
be blackmailed by Hunt -
that goes ton far, but for 
taking care of these permic 
that are in jail 	liy, find. 

we artt 
of conipicss,ue 

When Sirica serteneed 
the Watergate delenclant4 
on March 23. he gave Hunt 
proviiknal senteire of 
years in jail, the maxirruni 
tinder the law for the crime./ 
to which Hunt already thi. 
pleaded guilty. St ica 1,:t;etl 
reduced Hunl G sentence 
30 months to eight yeatl 
and fined him $10.000. alit'.' 
110111 cooperated with sey-1 
eral Watergate - inveStitia 
lions. 


