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R
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A

G
R

U
D

E
R

, w
ho w

ent to 
fed

eral p
riso

n
 early

 th
is m

o
n

th
 to

 start 
serv

in
g
 h

is 1
0
-m

o
n
th

 to
 fo

u
r-y

ear sen
-

te
n
c
e
, h

a
s p

ro
d
u
c
e
d
 th

e
 first p

a
rtic

i-
p

an
t's rep

o
rt o

n
 W

aterg
ate. T

h
e in

sig
h

ts 
a
n

d
 th

e
 lim

ita
tio

n
s o

f th
is fa

sc
in

a
tin

g
 

b
o

o
k

 illu
strate th

e d
ifferen

t k
in

d
s o

f les-
so

n
s p

e
n
ite

n
ts c

a
n
 te

a
c
h
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
ir 

crim
e. 

F
irst, as a w

h
o

d
u

n
it, M

ag
ru

d
er's b

o
o

k
 

h
a
s little

 to
 a

d
d
 o

n
 th

a
t p

re
o
c
c
u
p
y
in

g
 

q
u

estio
n

, D
id

 N
ix

o
n

 K
n

o
w

? F
o

r th
e rec-

o
rd

, M
a
g
ru

d
e
r d

o
e
s sa

y
 a

t o
n
e
 p

o
in

t, 
"B

ased
 o

n
 m

y
 k

n
o

w
led

g
e 

of 
h
o
w

 th
e 

W
h

ite H
o

u
se o

p
erated

, I w
o

u
ld

 su
sp

ect 
th

a
t o

n
c
e
 th

e
 b

u
rg

la
rs w

e
re

 a
rre

ste
d
, 

N
ix

o
n
 im

m
ed

iately
 d

em
an

d
ed

 an
d
 g

o
t 

th
e fu

ll sto
ry

, an
d
 th

at th
ereafter h

e k
ep

t 
in

 clo
se p

erso
n
al to

u
ch

 w
ith

 th
e co

v
er-u

p
 

o
p
eratio

n
 . . ." 

M
ag

ru
d

er d
o

es-n
o

t d
w

ell o
n

 th
is p

o
in

t,. 
w

h
ic

h
 is a

ll to
 th

e
 g

o
o
d
. S

tu
d
y
in

g
 th

e
 

W
aterg

ate reco
rd

 m
erely

 to
 fin

d
 o

u
t w

h
at 

R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o

n
 said

 o
n

 a certain
 d

ay
 is, as 

a frien
d
 o

f m
in

e rem
ark

ed
 recen

tly
, lik

e 
read

in
g
 "Ju

liu
s C

aesar" to
 fin

d
 o

u
t w

h
en

 
B

ru
tu

s g
ain

ed
 k

n
o

w
led

g
e o

f th
e co

n
sp

ir- 

JA
M

E
S

 F
A

L
L

O
W

S
 is an

 ed
ito

r 
o
f T

h
e 

W
ashington M

onthly. 

acy
. O

b
v
io

u
sly

 th
ere are m

o
re in

terestin
g
 

lesso
n

s w
h

ich
 co

n
cern

 th
e 'ch

aracters' 
th

o
u

g
h

ts an
d

 m
o

tiv
atio

n
s an

d
, m

o
re g

en
-

erally
, th

e fram
e o

f m
in

d
 th

at p
rev

ailed
 

in
 th

eir w
o
rld

. 
T

o
 th

ese q
u
estio

n
s M

ag
ru

d
er d

o
es h

av
e 

so
m

e an
sw

ers, an
d

 as a w
in

d
o

w
 o

n
 th

e 
N

ix
o
n
 W

h
ite H

o
u
se, h

is b
o
o
k
 is rich

 an
d
 

ab
so

rb
in

g
. M

ag
ru

d
er d

isd
u

sses n
o

t ju
st 

th
e p

relu
d
e to

 W
aterg

ate, b
u
t also

 m
an

y
 

of th
e issu

es w
h

ich
 u

sed
 to

 b
e co

n
sid

ered
 

m
ajo

r—
th

e C
arsw

ell n
o
m

in
atio

n
, th

e h
an

-
d

lin
g

 o
f d

o
m

estic d
issen

t, th
e h

esitan
t 

o
p

en
in

g
s to

 y
o

u
th

 an
d

 th
e in

tellectu
als. 

T
h

e b
o

o
k

 is also
 a treasu

re h
o

u
se o

f 
g

o
ssip

 ab
o

u
t th

e ad
m

in
istratio

n
's lead

in
g

 
fig

u
res. M

ag
ru

d
er's m

ain
 en

em
ies are 

C
h

arles C
o

lso
n

, F
red

 M
alek

 an
d

 G
o

rd
o

n
 

L
iddy, and he undoes them

 all w
ith devas-

ta
tin

g
 a

n
e
c
d

o
te

s. H
e
 a

lso
 h

a
s h

a
rsh

 
th

in
g
s to

 sa
y
 a

b
o
u
t Jo

h
n
 D

e
a
n
, H

.R
. 

H
ald

em
an

, R
o
n
 Z

ieg
ler an

d
 m

an
y
 o

th
ers, 

an
d

 w
arm

 w
o

rd
s fo

r F
red

 L
aR

u
e, H

erb
 

K
lein

 an
d
 Jo

h
n
 M

itch
ell, w

h
o
 em

erg
es as 

th
e
 o

n
e
 tru

ly
 tra

g
ic

 c
h
a
ra

c
te

r in
 th

e
 

w
hole com

pany. 
M

a
g
ru

d
e
r's p

re
c
a
rio

u
s sta

n
c
e
 a

s a
 

tru
stw

o
rth

y
 w

itn
ess th

e h
as sp

en
t a lo

t of 
tim

e ly
in

g
 b

efo
re g

ran
d
 ju

ries) is sh
ak

iest 
in

 th
ese ch

aracterizatio
n

s. W
h

en
 h

e d
e-

scrib
es th

e co
v

er-u
p

 h
e stick

s clo
se to

 th
e 

p
u

b
lic reco

rd
, b

u
t h

is co
lo

rfu
l sid

elig
h

ts 
o

n
 h

is co
lleag

u
es are n

o
t o

n
ly

 d
ifficu

lt to
 

v
erify

, b
u
t are also

 slig
h
tly

 su
sp

ect sin
ce 

they nearly alw
ays m

ake him
 com

e out on 
th

e sid
e o

f th
e reaso

n
ab

le, g
o

o
d

-h
earted

 
an

g
els. 

T
h

e N
ix

o
n

 W
h

ite H
o

u
se, as M

ag
ru

d
er 

p
o
rtray

s it; h
ad

 its id
io

sy
n

cra cies—
th

e  

p
resid

en
t's ab

h
o
rren

ce o
f p

erso
n
al con-. , 

tact w
ith h

is assistan
ts, fo

r ex
am

p
le, o

r 
th

e-p
lan

s to
 estab

lish
 a th

in
k

 tan
k

 called
 

tile "S
ilen

t M
ajo

rity
 In

stitu
te." B

u
t th

e 
o
v
e
ra

tIc
e
ra

irig
 'im

P
re

isT
6
ii th

is b
o
o
k
 

leav
es is -th

at th
e fo

lk
w

ay
s o

f th
e N

ix
o
n
 

a
d
m

in
istra

tio
n
 w

e
re

 n
o
t th

a
t d

iffe
re

n
t 

fro
m

 th
o
se o

f th
e last few

 D
em

o
cratic ad

-
m

in
istra

tio
n
s—

th
a
t is, th

e
y
 a

re
 tra

its 
co

m
m

o
n

 to
 th

e ex
ecu

tiv
e b

ran
ch

 rath
er 

th
an

 sp
ecific to

 its p
resen

t in
cu

m
b

en
ts. 

T
h
ere are to

o
 m

an
y
 ex

am
p
les to

 m
en

-
tio

n
, b

u
t a few

 are p
articu

larly
 im

p
o
rtan

t: 
th

e
 p

ro
m

o
tio

n
s a

n
d

 su
c
c
e
ss a

w
a
itin

g
 

those w
ho say w

hat the boss w
ants to hear 

(th
is. M

ag
ru

d
er say

s, w
as C

o
lso

n
's fo

rte); 
th

e em
o

tio
n

s aro
u

sed
 b

y
 d

isp
u

tes o
v

er 
ad

m
in

istrativ
e tu

rf (Z
ieg

ler w
en

t in
to

 a 
p
ah

ic w
h
en

 M
ag

ru
d
er sen

t O
u
t a fak

e 
m

em
o

 say
in

g
 th

at rep
o

rters sh
o

u
ld

 d
eal 

d
ire

c
tly

 w
ith

 th
e
 p

re
sid

e
n

t a
n

d
 n

o
t g

o
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 Z

ieg
ler); an

d
 th

e eu
p
h
o
ric effect 

of 
th

e p
erq

u
isites o

f o
ffice (so

m
e o

f M
a-

g
ru

d
e
r's frie

n
d

s g
re

w
 a

tta
c
h

e
d

 to
 th

e
 

W
h

ite H
o

u
se lim

o
u

sin
es; w

h
en

 o
th

ers g
o

t 
ab

o
ard

 A
ir F

o
rce O

n
e w

ith
 th

e p
resid

en
t, 

"
S

o
m

e
th

in
g
 w

o
u
ld

 h
a
p
p
e
n
 to

 
th

em
 . . . th

at m
ad

e th
em

 feel G
o

d
-lik

e 
(an

d
) th

ey
 w

o
u

ld
 in

v
ariab

ly
 b

eg
in

 to
 rain

 
d
o
w

n
 calls u

p
o
n
 u

s m
ere m

o
rtals b

ack
 o

n
 

earth
', an

d
 th

ere w
as n

o
 w

ay
 to

 talk
 to

 
th

em
 o

r reaso
n

 w
ith

 th
em

:' M
ag

ru
d

er also
 

em
p
h
asizes h

o
w

 m
u
ch

 o
f th

e ad
m

in
istra-

tio
n
's b

u
sin

ess w
as d

o
n
e b

y
 in

d
irectio

n
—

th
e raised

 ey
eb

ro
w

 h
ere an

d
 th

e cry
p

tic 
in

stru
ctio

n
 th

ere, a p
o

in
t o

f so
m

e im
p

o
r-

tan
ce to

 th
e H

o
u

se Ju
d

iciary
 C

o
m

m
ittee 

a
s it stra

in
s to

 fin
d
 in

c
rim

in
a
tin

g
 e

v
i- 

d
en

ce o
n

 th
e tap

es. 	
(C

ontinued on page 4
) 



tem
p
ts to

 an
sw

er th
e q

u
estion

. A
s th

e 
b
o
o
k
's title in

d
icates, h

e w
o
u
ld

 lik
e to

 
w

o
rk

 h
is o

w
n
 ex

p
erien

ces in
to

 a p
arab

le 
of all-A

m
erican success-and-failure. 

T
he attem

pt does not com
e off, both be-

cause M
agruder never picks up or devel-

o
p
s th

e th
em

es o
f m

o
tiv

atio
n
 an

d
 am

b
i-

tio
n
 h

e in
tro

d
u
ces in

 th
e first few

 chap-
ters, an

d
 b

ecau
se h

e is w
eird

ly
 erratic in

 
his ow

n self-perception. N
ow

 and then he 
co

m
es u

p
 w

ith
 an

 in
sig

h
t th

at rin
g
s p

er-
fectly

 tru
e. In

 o
n
e ch

illin
g
 p

assag
e, h

e 
tells w

h
at h

is in
fam

y
 w

as d
o
in

g
 to

 h
is 

children. In another, he tells how
 it felt to 

b
e th

e o
b
ject o

f p
u
b
lic sco

rn
 an

d
 to

 w
in

 
E

sq
u
ire

's "B
ro

w
n
-n

o
se

 o
f th

e
 y

e
a
r" 

aw
ard. 

M
ore often, M

agruder either avoids in-
trospection, or w

hen he goes in for it, w
al-

lo
w

s d
eep

 in
 p

latitu
d
es. N

ear th
e en

d
 o

f 
th

e b
o
o
k
 h

e w
rap

s it all u
p
 b

y
 say

in
g
, "I  

an
d

 m
an

y m
em

b
ers 

o
f m

y
 

gen
eration

 
placed far too m

uch em
phasis on our per-

son
al am

b
ition

s, on
 achieving success, as 

m
easu

red
 in

 m
aterialistic term

s, an
d

 far 
too little em

p
h

asis on m
oral and hum

an-
istic values." 

A
s statem

en
ts lik

e th
at m

ay in
d

icate, 
th

e b
ook

 leaves u
s w

ith
ou

t an
y sim

p
le 

eth
ica

l h
a
n

d
le o

n
 th

e m
en

 w
h

o
 m

a
d

e 
W

aterg
ate. A

n
d
 th

at, in
 th

e en
d
, m

ay
 b

e 
th

e real sig
n
ifican

ce o
f th

e b
o
o
k
 E

v
en

 if 
th

e cap
o of th

is.organ
ization

 is an
 u

n
u

-
su

al m
oral sp

ecim
en

, m
ost of the people 

w
h
o
 w

o
rk

ed
 fo

r h
im

 w
ere ag

g
ressiv

ely
 

usual. N
o U

niversity of S
outhern C

alifor-
n
ia "d

ev
il th

eo
ry

" can
 acco

u
n
t fo

r w
h
at 

h
ap

p
en

ed
 to

 th
em

. T
h
e o

n
ly

 th
in

g
 th

at 
can

 is scru
tin

y
 o

f th
eir lead

er, w
h
ich

 w
e 

are g
ettin

g
, an

d
 o

f th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se cu

l-
ture, of w

hich w
e are still g

ettin
g
 to

o
 lit-

tle. 

M
agru

d
er 

(C
ontinued from

 page 1) 

T
h
ese an

d
 o

th
er traits o

f th
e. N

ix
o
n
 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se h

av
e b

eco
m

e th
e stu

ff o
f 

d
in

n
er tab

le co
n
v
ersatio

n
s o

v
er th

e last 
y
ear, b

u
t it is n

o
t o

ften
 en

o
u
g
h
 rem

em
-

b
ered

 th
at th

e sam
e tem

p
tatio

n
s w

o
u
ld

 
b
e th

ere to
 p

lag
u
e_

 ev
en

 an
 ad

m
in

istra-
tio

n
 o

f sain
ts. T

h
ey

 are p
erm

an
en

t p
ro

b
-

lem
s o

f g
o
v
ern

m
en

t rath
er th

an
 tem

p
o
-

rary
 ab

erratio
n
s, an

d
 d

em
an

d
 m

o
re p

er-
m

anent solutions than im
peachm

ent. 
F

in
ally

, th
e b

o
o
k
 h

as an
 eth

ical m
es-

sag
e—

as th
e W

aterg
ate co

m
m

ittee k
ep

t 
ask

in
g
 last su

m
m

er, h
o
w

 d
id

 all th
ese 

clean young m
en go w

rong? M
agruder at- 


