_Ju]ie Says Family
Toﬁﬁ?ﬁon to Stay

Julie Nixon Eisenhower
says her father considered
resigning because of the
Watergate scandal and “we
said no,” Julie reported,
“hecause resigning would be
an admission of wrong do-
ing. . M

Julie said the resignation

issue came up during a dis-

cussion at the Camp David,
Md., presidential retreat.

“He was playing the dev-
il’'s advocate one evening,
saying . . .. well, see, the
thing is, he really loves the
country and he'd do any-
thing . . . that was best for
‘the country. You know, he
would say ‘Should 1 resign?
Would it be better for the
country? Would the wounds
heal faster? Would it (the
country) be able to move
faster to other things’

“We said no. We didn’t
think he should because re-
signing would be an admis-

sion of wrongdoing and we °/

also felt that he was the
man for the job and he had
started things and needed to
finish them.

“Rut he is really that kind
of person. 1 think it was
more than just a rhetorical
question. I think he really
thought ‘Will this end
everything?'.”

The President’s daughter

. was interviewed by Frances
Lewine of The Associated
Press and Helen Thomas of
United Press International

JULIE NIXON EISENHOWER
.« . opposed resignation

at the San Clemente Inn
Tuesday, two days before
her 25th birthday. She is cel-
ebrating with her family at
the Western White House.
Julie said ‘the discussion
took place at Camp David
on May 4, the weekend after
Mr. Nixon miade his April 30
speech on the Watergate af-
fair. At that time he an-
nounced the resignations of
his two top aides, H. R.
Haldeman and John D Ehrl- |
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ichman, and the firing of his
counsel, John W. Dean III.

“My father just had com-
plete faith in everyone
around him,” she said, ex-
planining why it took the
President so long to realize
something was wroung. *“I
guess that's part of the
whole tragedy of the thing.”

“All I can say is that he

. was, being assured that no

one else (in the A White
House) was involved.”

Julie . said she - believes
that *“events are -going to
vindicate"” the President and

she expressed concern over
the negative atmosphere” ~

created by Watergate.

She defended her father,
as she has in a series of pub-
lic appearances in recent

months, saying, “I think he -

was just really in the dark”
about the June 17, 1972, bur-
glary of The Democratic Na-
tional Committee and the
subsequent cover-up.

“I think one thing that’s
terribly'important is that we
try to wait until all the facts
are out,” she said. “The
press had to print what
Dean was saying. Right
They had to print things
that were leaked because
it's news.

““But I think that what’s

bad .is that some people
have been prejudged, you
know, in the minds of oth-
ers,” she added. \

As for President Nixon’'s
attitude toward Dean, the
former— counsel who impli-
cated the President in the
cover-up, she said, “Well I
think the fact that Dean was
asked to resign speaks for it-
self.”

The President’s present
mood, she said, is “very

\

‘He stole documents

good. He’s moving ahead,
and he's going to wait until
the hearings are completed
before he makes another
statement (on Watergate). 1

think that’s ‘only fair, not to -

prejudge.” °

Julie  said Americans
“should be disturbed” about
the burglary and bugging of
the Democratic Party head-
quarters and the cover-up,
but added: *What really dis-
turbs .me_ greatly is that I
feel the press has made a
hero out of Daniel Ellsherg.

Pentagon Papers)=He broke
the law, It was a question of
national security. This could

‘have had puch greater con-

sequences than bugging the
Democratic | headquarters.
The bugging was ludicrous.
I don't know what they
thought they were going to

find out. The whole stupid-

ity of it is just unreal.”
_“What's really said.is that

(the. |
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Watergate in' a way -is the
result of government being
s0 big, so much power in the
presidency. Government

gets bigger and bigger. But - .

this administration - did ‘try -
to really make a start ..

This administration has re- .

ally, sincerely tried to make

government less centralized,

less powerful”

Julie said that she does

not believe the. President
“ever ' apphoved”
“enemies list.”

Shé said “the idea of a po-
litical enemy list is *so ludi-
crous . , . because everyone

Lothe' v

knows who‘s opposed to the -

administration and “who's a
friend. ‘Writing. about® this

just makes it sound so un=-

derhanded. I just don’t feel

it's fair Tepresentation be-
cause I know my father and

the kind of man he is. ‘And

he’s not that way. He’s too

busy to be consumed with
petty paranoid concerns.”

Mr. - Nixon's
came hecause he didn't run
his own campaign in 1972,
Julie said.

“He didn't keep close tabs
'on the whole thmg " she

Cvesaid,

* “One of the real tragedles
of Watergate is that the

problems

campaign  organization - is -

‘getting a- black eye” and so
‘many good, hard working
people “are brought down
tod}” she added."

Since her . marriage to
Pres:dent Dwx,g-ht D. Eisen-

hower’s grandson, David, in '

December, 1968, Julie notes
she has moved six times.

“Julie” indicated that she

has found happiness in the
$125,000 home in the fash-
ionable Maryland suburb of
Washington which the Ei-
senhowers are renting from
Mr. Nixon’s best = friend, |
Charles G. (Bebe) Rebozo.

' She disclosed for the first”
time that the President and
Mrs. Nixon have shpped
away from’ the White House
““quite often” to enjoy Jul-
ie’s cooking in the relaxed
(surroundings of her new
home. “In fact that’s one
reason we're renting it,” she
said, “It’s so private . . .”




