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'Plan' Nixéd”'

By John Carmody

President Nixon has let it

be known that he intends to
reject a long-range plan for
financing public television
drawn up by his chief TV '
adviser, Clay T. Whitehead.
- "'The President is known to
oppose the use of federal
funds to support a public
broadecasting system which
- engages In publie affau-s
programmjng

According fo a Whitq
House source, an “extremely
eryptic” presidential memo-
randum delivered to Nixon

See PBS, B4, Col. ‘l.
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aides a week ago, “gave no
clue whatsoever” as to why

the President was rejecting
the long-awaited bill beyond

a suggestion that Mr. Nixon

wanted ,'d very limited fund-
ing bill of short duration
and less funds.”

There has been no_final ac-
tion on Mr. Nixon's memoran-
dum. Whitehead, ‘director of
the Offfice of Telecommunica-
tions Policy and author of the
five-year plan, in question and

. White House supporters of

. public broadcasting are pre-

paring a final appeal to the
President on his return from

* the Middle East, June 19.

Y

‘In the past year, public TV

—which depends on -federal

support for one-third of its

hudget—has worked to reorg-

anize itself along new lines.
‘Word of Mr. Nixon's inten-
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" tion to' turn down the long-

range plan, for example,
comes at a time when a new
“marketing cooperative” sys-
tem has been invoked which
will serve to fulfill a need for
“localism” called for by the

- 'White House. The plan calls

for local stations to bid on

they wish to pres-
ent, rather than having pro-
gramming selected and fed
from Washington.

-The marketing coaperative
geems likely to eliminate most
major public affairs shows
from the public TV schedule,
at least for the fall.

Another irony is that
Whitehead was the first ad-
ministration officlal to at-.
tack the Publip Television
Service (PBS) as a potential
“fourth network,” to eriti-
cize “liberal” public affairs
commentators like Sander
Vanocurr (who subsequently
left PBS) and to call Iar
more “localism.”

The turn down would be
considered an embarrass-
ment to Whitehead, who has.
repeatedly said he planned
to resign his administration
post once the long-range
 plan was approved by the
President and moved to
Congress, where it was ex-
‘pected to win quick ap.
proval this summer,

In the last several years,
Whitehead has borne the

"’ brunt of. congressional criti-
“ecism, notably from Com-
- merce Subcommittee Chair-

man Sen, John O. Pastore
(D-R.I), for his failure to
mrovzde a long-promised ad-
“ministration funding bill,

The bill, which has been
on the President's desk for
two months provides $70 mil-
lion for public broadeasting
in fiscal #1976 and would
reach, in graduated steps,
$100 million annually by 1980,
In addition, public broadeast-
ers agreed to provide $2.50
for each federal dollar allo-
cated.

The rejection, if appeals
fail, will not immediately af-
fect public - broadeasting
funding. A $60-million au-
thorization for next year
was voted in 1973 by Con-
gress as part of a two-year
package. Action on that ap-
pmpnahon is already pend-
ing.

The long-range plan 'was
hammered out last spring in
a compromise between
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Whitehead and officials of
both the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting (CPB)
and PBS.

Whitehead is reportedly
adamant that no changes be
made in the bill, which has
already been approved by
the Office of Management
and Budget and White
House aides.

Eighteen months ago, the
Nixon administration at-
tempted to break up the
PBS network by giving CPB
programming and schedul-
ing authority. CPB is the
quasi-official agency set up
by Congress to distribute
federal funds to PBS and

- other public broadecasting

groups.
In the ensuring power

: struggle, PBS retained its

identity CPB got a voice in
some programming deci-
sions and an elaborate sys-
tem of PBS committees was
set up to give power to local
station managers.

Whitehead, feeling that
most adminish-atlon criti-
cisms had been met,. then
agreed to produce a long-
range funding plan.

The CPB-PBS negotiators,
in a rare show of unanimity
had sought a final $200 mil-
lion annually and a 2to-1
matching ration.

But Whitehead prevailed.

Although Hill supporters
of public broadcasting had
promised quick passage of
the funding bill this year,
the intrusion of Watergate
and the backlog of impor-

. tant communications issues

facing committees (FCC li-
cense renewal bill, FCC ap-
pointments, etc.) probably
make it unlike that a biil
similar to the Whitehead
compromise could be pasged

in . Congress. It also seems

unlikely that the prpgable
presidential veto that would
follow could. by overridden
im this session, accordlng to
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Bethesda House

Sold by Rebozo

By Donnie Radchffe

The Bet.hesda house pur-
g 'chased by President Nixon’s
" good friend Charles G.
1 “Bebe” Rebozo in February,

;_.{973, and rented since then /

~by Julie and David Eisen-
.hower, has been sold for an

undisclosed price. P

_ The White House announ-
- ced yesterday that the Eisen-
' howers will move “early in
«June” -to a $409-a-month,
two-bedroom duplex , apart-
| ment at Columbia Plaza, on
i Virginia Avenue new the
Watergate.
Helen MecCain Snnth,
, press secretary to first Lady -
Pat.‘Nixon, said the Rebozo
! house, which he bought far
$127,000 last year, had been
i purchased. by a Washington
i financial investment coun-
| selor and his wife, Mr. and
:i Mrs. Harold Zirkin.

F Mrs. Zirkin is the 'daugh- \

ter of the late Rabbi Nor-
_f man Eerstenfeld. -
1] Mrs. Smith said Rebozo -
. [will . reimburse the gov-
ernment” for all improve-

ervice. on the . Bethesda
. property.

Marcia Clopton of CBS
1| Realty, which handled the
1|sale, said Rebozo called her
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her to sell the house and

ments . made by the Secret .

“within the week” instruct-.
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she sold 1t to the ﬂrst peu
ple who saw it, -

She declined ‘to disclose
the sale price, but other
sources estimate that homes
in:the ‘area around Burning

‘ Tree Country Club have ap-- -

preciated .20 ‘per cent or
more in 1% years and that
the purchase price could
start at $150000 and go
higher. . :

Mrs. Smith sald tha Eisen-
howers put their name on a .
waiting list three months

-ago for the Foggy Bottom
- ‘apartment opposite the Ken-

“nedy Center and the Water-
gate apartments
‘“There was no time to. en-
joy the CRebozo) house or
keep it up,” Mrs, Smith said.
She said Mrs. Eisenhower

wanted to be néarer Na- -

tional airport, from which:
she commutes-two_or three
times a week to her job on
the editorial board of Curtis

Publishing Co in Indiana- *

polis.
Eisenhower wanted to be

near. Gieorge Washington %

University - Law ~ School
where he is completing his
first year and will attend
summer school, according to -
Mrs. Smith. )

Secret Service  facilities

See HOUSE, C2, Col: 1.
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are expected to be set-upin. -
a nearby apartment, either
across the hall or next door

tdthat of the Eisenhowers’,
Mgs. Smith said. -

a
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ranety

disclosed the amount of rent
they pai& Rebozo because,
as Mrs. Smith said yester-
day, it ,was something

' “between friends.” .

;The Rebozo house was one

The Eisenhowers never |

1]

of several under question by

the House Government Actiy-
ities ' subcommittee,

ments on President Nixon's

which
began iooking into improve-

homes and those of his mends‘ ]

last summer
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