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“GGood morning, Fairness
to the Presidency!”

The receptionist in the
Proyidence, R.L,'office an-
swers dozens of phone calls
a day. Ten more people
work at continually replen-
ished stacks of mail—rip-
ping open envelopes, pulling
out cash and check dona-
tions from people across the
country who think President
Nixon needs their support.

The $100-&-month office in

Providence is headquarters
of ' the National Citizens’

Committee for Fairness to
the Presidency and a rally-
ing ground for people who
believe the President is be-
ing unfairly treated by the
Senate Watergate commit-
tee, the press and television.

A hectic month ago, re-
tired Massachussets Rabbi
Baruch Korff was making
his chaplain’s rounds at a
mental hospital and found a
patient making'a noose. The
patient raged against Presi-

dent Nixon and told the
alarmed rabbi, “We’re going
to have a hanging!”

It was too much for Rabbi
Korff, whose previously
written letter to The New
York Times protesting eriti-
cism of the President had
gone unpublished. He can-
celled a vacation and used
the $1,000, plus more money
borrowed and solicited from
friends, to buy $5,700 worth
of advertising space in The
Times for a tract headed,
“An Appeal for Fairness.”

The ad started what Rabbi _

‘Korff claims is a snowball-

ing, grassroots movement
sympathetic to the Presi-

dent. Mail began flooding
in, he says, with $84,000 in
cash and pledges raised in-
less than a month from 10,
000 individual contributors.
The single ad has spawned a -
series—two' installments so
far—appearing in paid space
in The New York Times, the
Los Angeles Times, The
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: Washington Post and 19
_ other newspapers.
The mail his campaign
- has stimulated, a daily aver-
+age of 500 letters, is evi-
~‘dence Rabbi Korff believes,
_of a polarized -country:
“Hysteria is gripping the na-
-tlon and painting the Presi-
rdent as a villian,” he de-
““clared. He calculates that 90
. per cent of the letters he re-
~ceives now favor his cam-
. paign. In the earlier days, 25
.per cent of them were op-
. posed and some contained
““wild, wild language and
threats to the President.”
. ‘“For the past decade we
have been stalking the presi-
dency as a repository for
our own frustrations,” Rabbi
Korff said. ‘We have assas-
sinated one, driven another
from office by vilification
and violence. Now we are
visiting assassination by or-
‘deal on a third ...”
To ' Rabbl Korff, the
‘threats of violence to the
‘President and members of
" his committee are “an indi- -
‘cation of the lynching syn-
drome.” - A dead cate left
outside his Rehoboth, Mass.,
‘home carried a note, “This

' . United Press International
Rabbi Korff reads some of the mounds of mail received in Providence office daily.

will be your fate.”
A heart attack vietim who
retired 19 months ago,

Rabbi Korff was harassed
“but jubilant in tone when



interviewed this = week:
“Sometimes 1 wish TI'd
stayed in retirement. My

home has been flooded with |

people and paper. We're
steeped in mail.” He puts in |
long hours against his doe- -
~tor's advice as chairman of
the fairness committee and
* his wife is up until 2 am.
sometimes, he says writing
lefters of acknowledgement,
Rabbi Korff spends a
good deal of telephone time
persuading suspicious report-
- ers his organization is not a
front for the Committee for
the Re-Election of the Presi-
dent, which has in the past
promoted spurious write-in
campaigns and newspaper
ads supporting President
Nixon. T
. He insists he has had no
- contact or financial support
from either the re-election
. committee or the White
- House. “I have never met
- Mr. Colson,” he says in a de-
- nial that has become ritnal,
- Nor, says Korff, have any
* administration prnfessmna]s
- helped him and his friends
. in the drafting of 2,000-word
messages. “I write better
than they do anyway,” he
" quipped.
(Charles W. Colson, for-
. mer White House special
“consel dnd political adviser
to Preisdent Nixon, who re-
signed in March fo go into
private law practice in
Washington, has been linked
during the Watergate hear-
ings with spurious mail and
advertising campaigns on
behalf of Mr. Nixon. Colson
has denied doing anything
illegal))
Asked if the fairness com-
mittee might be covertly
subsidized by the re-election
; committee  without his
| knowledge, Rabbi Korff re-
plied, “That is quite impos-
sible.” He read a selection of
.names from various parts of
. the country, adding, “I can’t
, -think they have a coast-to-
coast network of 10,000 peo-
ple. This is madness.”

Rabbi XKorff says  the
money has come “in $1s, $5s,
$10s and some $100s,” but no
larger amounts.

In Massachusetts, where .
Rabbi Korff is well known
as a long-time supporter of
Republican Sen. Edward

. econdueting * a

| Brooke, people contacted de-

seribed him as a brilliant
individualistic = man of
strong beliefs.and one un-
likely to serve as the tool of
others.

" .“He's kind of a loner,”.
said Rabbi Willlam G.
Braude of Providence. “He’s
bold and impulsive and once
he adopts a cause he pursues
it vigorously.”

Before the fairness com-
mittee, the other cause in
Rabbi Korff's life was first.
the ereation, then the well
being of Israel. He was asso-
ciated with a Movement
that paid for the safe exit of
Jews from Nazi Germany
during the World War IL
Before the division of Pales-
tine, he ‘morally and finan-

, tine, he “morally and finan-

cially supported” the Stern
gang, although he disap-
proved, he says now, of the
many killings and other acts
of violence it carried out,

(The Stern gang (Freedom
Fighters for Israel) was a
postwar  terrorist group
formed to rid Palestine of
the British. It was dissolved
after the state of Israel was
founded in May, 1948.)

i Yellowing news clippings
record that in 1947 Rabbi
Korff was the sponsor of a
farfetched plan to para-
chute thousands of illegal
immigrants into Palestine.
He was later arrested in
Paris -for implieation in a
scheme to aerially bombard
London with pamphlets ex-
plaining the Zionist cause.
This week he said he was
cleared of direct involves
ment in the abortive plan,
although he did sanction it.

The advertisements spon-
sored by the fairness com-
mittee and placed by the
Providence advertising
agency of Bo Bernstein Co,,
Ine., are skillfully drafted
and laced with deft rhetoric.
In partisan commentary on
the Watergate case, they

. seek to mitigate its signifi-
.cance, downplay the Presi-

dent’s role and discredit the
Senate Watergate commit-
tee—referred to at one point
as “hanging judges.”
The press and the Senate
committee are accused of
vendetta

against the President and
four of the senators are tag-

ged as displaying “anti-ad- -

ministration hostility.” Seat-
tered throughout the long
text in upper case capitals

are rhetorical questions
such as, “ARE THEY BE-
ING FAIR?”

Each ad includes a return
coupon soliciting money and
the use of the donor’s name
for possible display in fu-
ture ads. Under Rabbi
Korff's chairmanship, the
five-man national committee
has plans to bring under its
umbrella 19 city and re-
gional groups that hav=
asked for affiliation. )

To prevent any of the otr-
shoot groups being taken
over by “extreme right
wingers,” Rabbi Korff says
they will have to adhere to
the unaltered texts of the
national organization in
their advertisements. They
will also be required to pass
50 per cent of their income
up the line—necessary, says
Korff, because in the first
month alone advertising ex-
penditures ran
$100,000.

Bo Bernstein, chairman of
the advertising agency, said
his relationship with the
fairness committee was
purely professional. The
committee gave the agency
its requirements and paid
cash on the barrelhead, he
said. “There seems to be a
number of people sympa-
thetic to their view that
Watergate is a one-way

street, because the mail is

very heavy—with and with-
out contributions,” he said.

Rahbi Korff says his vol-
untary and unauthorized de-
fense of President Nixon
does not follow naturally on
the heels of long and loyal
political support. “The first
time I voted for him was in
1972. Before that I was inde-
pendent.”

He cites “the carnival at-
mosphere” of the Ervin com-
mittee and “the quite unju-
dicial proceedings, which re-
minded me of Joe Me-
Carthy,” for his conviction
that a response was neces-
sary. “I don’t deify the Pres-
ident — we don't even deify
Moses—but there was a vio-

close to

lation of my sense of esthet-
ics. I felt sick.”
- The hate and violence
mail began to fow after the
first ad. “Some were nefari-
ous, dirty, filthy, as though
people had taken leave of"
their senses.”

After diaclosure of an al-
leged plot to assassinate the
President in New Orleans

+ this week, members of the

committee urged Rabbi Korff
to turn the threatening let-
ters over to the FBI. So far
he has refused.

Rabbi Korff bpelieves he
has a duty to protezi the let-
ter writers from the penal-
ties on their excesses: “I
think people were victim-
ized by tne hysteria. They
were held captive by it and
said things they would not
say in their most sober mo-
ments.”

More painful to him was
the anger and hostility ex-
pressed by some members
of his former congregation
who wanted his stipend cut
off. .

There has been no encour-
agement for his efforts from
any member of President
Nixon's staff according to
Rabbi Korff. A letter he
wrote to Sen. Brooke express-
ing outrage at the treatment
‘of the President was copied
and sent to the White House
by someone on the senator’s
staff, but that has been the

‘only communication Rabbi

Korff says.

The press spokesman for .
the Committee for the Re- |
Election of the President,
DeVan I. Shumway, disa- .
vowed any knowledge or
connection with the fairness
committee.

A persistent cause for
skepticism about the authen-
ticity of the fairness com-
mittee is the speed of their
fund raising—$84,000 in less
than four weeks after news-,
paper appeals to only 10 per l g
cent of the population. But a
fund-raising expert with the
Democratic National Com- |
mittee is not suprised.

Harlan Lang, deputy to,
the finance chairman, said:
“It's a unique, a one-time ap-
peal and. there’s no yard-
stick to measure it with an
ongoing program.” .




