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W
ashington P

ost, S
taff W

riter 

F
orm

er G
ov. John B

. C
onnally of T

exas, 
m

ak
in

g
 h

is W
ash

in
g
to

n
 d

eb
u

t as a R
e-

p
u

b
lican

 p
resid

en
y

al p
o

ssib
ility

, said
 last 

n
ig

h
t th

at P
resid

en
t N

ix
o

n
 co

u
ld

 w
ell b

e 
ju

stified
 in

 ig
n
o
rin

g
 an

y
 S

u
p
rem

e C
o
u
rt 

d
ecisio

n
 to

 tu
rn

 o
v
er th

e W
aterg

ate tap
es. 

"W
e're lead

in
g

 o
u

rselv
es in

to
 b

eliev
in

g
 

th
e S

u
p

rem
e C

o
u

rt is th
e u

ltim
ate arb

iter 
o

f a
ll d

isp
u

te
s," C

o
n

n
a
lly

 sa
id

, "a
n

d
 I 

d
o

n
't b

eliev
e it. I th

in
k

 th
ere are tim

es 
w

h
en

 th
e P

resid
en

t o
f th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates 
w

o
u
ld

 b
e rig

h
t in

 n
o
t-o

b
ey

in
g
 a d

ecisio
n
 

o
f th

e S
u

p
rem

e C
o

u
rt." 

C
o
n
n
ally

 d
iscu

ssed
 W

aterg
ate an

d
 th

e 
G

O
P

 fu
tu

re w
ith

 n
ew

sm
en

 b
efo

re tak
in

g
 

th
e star tu

rn
 as th

e g
u
est o

f h
o
n
o
r at a 

recep
tio

n
 h

is n
ew

 co
m

rad
es in

 th
e T

ex
as 

R
ep

u
b
lican

 P
arty

 g
av

e fo
r th

e assem
b
led

 
m

em
bers of the R

epublican N
ational C

om
-

m
ittee. 
L

ast n
ig

h
t's sto

p
 w

as p
art o

f a cro
ss-

co
u
n
try

 sp
eak

in
g
 to

u
r w

h
ich

 C
o
n
n
ally

, a 
fo

rm
e
r L

y
n

d
o

n
 Jo

h
n

so
n

 p
ro

te
g

e
 w

h
o

 
sw

itc
h

e
d

 to
 th

e
 R

e
p

u
b

lic
a
n

 p
a
rty

 la
st 

M
ay

, ack
n

o
w

led
g

e is d
esig

n
ed

 in
 p

art to
 

test his prospects for the 1976 nom
ination. 
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e G
O

P
 is su

r-
v

iv
in

g
 W

aterg
ate an

d
 w

in
n

in
g

 sp
ecial 

electio
n
s b

ecau
se th

e n
atio

n
al D

em
o
- 

cratic P
arty

 is "to
o

 far left fo
r th

e A
m

eri-
can

 p
eo

p
le" an

d
 b

ecau
se o

f p
u

b
lic re-

actio
n

 to
 p

ress p
reo

ccu
p

atio
n

 w
ith

 th
e 

W
atergate issue. 
B

ush said the recent victory of R
epubli-

can
 R

o
b

ert B
au

m
an

 in
 a M

ary
lan

d
 co

n
-

lg
ressio

n
al electio

n
 "d

em
o

n
strated

 th
at 

th
e v

o
ters are fair—

th
ey

 d
o
 n

o
t tak

e o
u
t 

scan
d

al o
n

 a p
arty

 w
h

en
 th

e p
arty

 itself 
is clean and uninvolved." 

"S
o
m

e few
 b

illed
 it as a test o

f W
ater-

g
ate, b

u
t w

h
en

 B
au

m
an

 w
o
n
 rig

h
t h

ere in
 

ran
g
e o

f a u
rli-issu

e p
ress, th

is sid
e of it 

w
as d

isco
u

n
ted

," B
u

sh
 said

. "C
o

u
ld

 y
o

u
 

im
ag

in
e if w

e h
ad

 lo
st th

at race?" 
D

eleg
ates to

 th
e sem

i-an
n

u
al m

eetin
g

 
o
f th

e R
ep

u
b
lican

 N
atio

n
al C

o
m

m
ittee 

h
ere ch

eered
 an

d
 ap

p
lau

d
ed

 B
u

sh
's re-

m
a
rk

, a
s th

e
y
 d

id
 m

o
st o

f h
is se

v
e
ra

l 
criticism

s of press coverage of the W
ater-

gate issue and the R
epublican P

arty. 
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 c
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C
onnally: N

ixon's Stand C
ould B

e Justified 
C

O
N

N
A

L
L

Y
, F

rom
 A

l 

th
at th

e q
u

estio
n

 w
as o

n
 h

is 
m

ind, he said he w
ould not de-

cid
e u

n
til 1

9
7
5
 w

h
eth

er to
 

m
ake the race. S

o far, he said, 
h

is recep
tio

n
 h

as b
een

 "ex
-

cellen
t," b

u
t th

at "d
o
es n

o
t 

indicate a com
plete unanim

ity 
of acceptance." 

In his press conierence, C
on-

n
ally

 d
iso

w
n

ed
 su

ch
 p

ast ad
-

m
in

istratio
n

 d
ecisio

n
s as th

e 
scrapping of P

hase II econom
ic 

co
n

tro
ls an

d
 th

e 1
9

7
2

 w
h

eat 
sale to

 R
u
ssia, b

u
t h

e cam
e 

d
o
w

n
 fo

u
rsq

u
are b

eh
in

d
 th

e 
P

resid
en

t o
n
 th

e q
u
estio

n
 o

f 
the W

atergate tapes. 
W

hile M
r. N

ixon him
self has 

sa
id

 h
e
 w

o
u

ld
 o

b
e
y
 a

 
"

d
efin

itive"
, S

u
p

rem
e C

ou
rt  decision, w

ithout defining the 
term

, C
o
n
n
ally

 in
d
icated

 h
e 

th
o

u
g

h
t th

e P
resid

en
t m

ig
h

t 
b

e in
 h

is rig
h

ts to
 ig

n
o

re an
y

 
ruling. 

T
elling new

sm
en he did not 
. 

w
an

t to
 d

iscu
ss th

e m
erits o

f 
the tapes controv_ersy,he said 
it w

as w
ro

n
g
, in

 W
s v

iew
, to

 
b

eliev
e th

at th
e ju

d
iciary

 is 
necessarily suprem

e in such a 
case."If th

ere is m
erit in

 th
e 

stru
ctu

re o
f th

is g
o
v
ern

m
en

t, 
w

ith three cceequal branches," 
h

e said
, it is "su

re" th
at h

ere 
are tim

es ' w
h
en

_
a P

r d
en

t 
co

u
ld

 ig
n

o
re an

 ad
v

ers S
u

-
prem

e C
ourt ruling.

.  

C
o
n
n
ally

 also
 b

ack
ed

 M
r. 

N
ixon's right to conduct w

ire-
tap

s for n
ation

al secu
rity, al- though he said hi found them

 
-dIstasteful him

self. H
e said he 

h
ad

 n
o

 k
n

o
w

led
g

e; as S
ecre-

tary of T
repary in part of M

r. 
N

ixon's first tertn, that S
ecret 

S
erv

ice ag
en

ts, w
h

o
 w

ere in
 

h
is d

ep
artitierit, h

ad
 tap

p
ed

 
th

e telep
h

o
n

e o
f M

r. N
ix

o
n

's 
brother, D

onald. 
"If I w

ere P
resid

en
t," h

e 
said

, "I can
 fo

resee a tim
e 

w
h
en

 I m
ig

h
t ask

 fo
r a w

ire-
tap on som

eone .... W
hen it's 

a_question of .the
' l security of 

the nation and the right of the 
individual, the legal rights of 
the individual m

ust give w
ay." 

N
onetheless, donnally said, 

h
e b

eliev
es th

e m
ain

 d
iffer. 

en
ce b

etw
een

 h
is o

ld
 p

arty
 

an
d
 h

is n
ew

 o
n
e is th

at "th
e  preservation of personal, hu-; 

m
an liberties is given greater 

hope under a R
epublican ad- 

m
inistration." 
C

onnally declined to discuss 
th

e cu
rren

t in
v

estig
atio

n
 o

f 
V

ice P
resid

en
t A

g
n

ew
, b

u
t 

said he had adm
ired A

gnew
's 

"strength of conviction" since 
the days w

hen they w
ere both 

governors. 
T

hee T
exan said the W

ater-
g
ate affair h

ad
 left "n

eith
er 

p
atty

 . . in
 g

o
o

d
 sh

ap
e," b

u
t 

said
 th

at p
o
lls h

e h
as seen

 
show

 "the R
epublicans have 

not been hurt any m
ore than 

the D
em

ocrates, O
nly 44 per 

cent of the people w
ill adm

it 
they belong to either party, so 
th

ere's a 
ch

allen
ge for b

oth
  p

a
rtie

s to
 try

 to
 g

e
t th

e
m

 
back." 

C
onnally, w

ho w
as an archi-

tect of the P
hase I w

age-price 
freeze in

 1
9

7
1

, said
 th

e d
eci-

sio
n

 to
 en

d
 P

h
ase II co

n
tro

ls 
last January (after h

e had left 
th

e. A
d
m

in
istratio

n
) "w

as a 
m

istake," 
H

e said 
th

e b
est ad

v
ice h

e 
has now

 is that "the faster w
e 

can get aw
ay from

 (the rem
ain-

ing) controls, the better." 
H

e said
 h

e ag
reed

 w
ith

 h
is 

successor in T
reasury, G

eorge 
P

. S
h
u
ltz, th

at th
e R

u
ssian

 
w

h
eat d

eal lo
o
k
ed

 b
etter at 

th
e tim

e It w
as m

ad
e th

an
 it 

d
o
es in

 retro
sp

ect. - - 	
- 

"T
hat's life," said C

onnally. 
"I'v

e so
ld

 th
in

g
s I w

ish
 I'd

 
held onto."—

 



GOP Chief Says P arty .1 

Because Democrats To 
GOP, From Al 

backers had reduced their con-
tributions because of 'Water-
gate. But he maintained the 
GOP was otherwise unaffected 
and cited special election vic-
tories in Alaska, California, 
Maryland and Mississippi. , 

"The headlines of the past 
six months have obscured two 
very important things," Bush 
said. "First, they have ob-
scured the fact that the Demo-
crats are in disarray ...,!'los-

ing elections they should have 
been winning and losing im-
portant leaders from their 
party folds because their party 
nationally is too far left for 
the American people and fac-
ing a most precipitous decline 
in numbers of those willing to 
identify as Democrats. 

:"Second, the headlines have 
until very recently obscured 
the fact that we have been 
winning elections . .," Bush 
said. 

Bush, a former Texas con-
gressman who was handpicked 
by President Nixon last Janu-
ary to replace Kansas Sen. 
Bob Dole as GOP chairman, 
said he had held 43 news con-
ferences in 27 states and made 
seven national television ap-
pearances since taking the 
job. 

"In almost every one of 
these appearances almost ev-
ery question was on Water-
gate," Bush said. 

In asserting that the "Nixon 
mandate is still valid in the 
fall of '73," Bush contended 
that the Republican Party was 
on the popular side of the is-
sues in advocating a strong de-
fense, control of inflation, and 
revenue sharing. But he con-
fessed to some concern about 
the economy, 

"People . . . are upset at 
food prices and inflation—and 
we must do better here—but  

they don't want a highly con-
trolled economy and they 
know real income is up," he 
said. 

Similar unconcern about 
Watergate, coupled with the 
belief that the economy could 
dantage GOP candidates in 
1974, was expressed by other 
party leaders. 

"I think a lot depends on 
the economy, which doesn't 
look too good right now," said 
Virginia National Committee-
woman Cynthia Newman in 
assessing the impact of issues 
on her state's gubernatorial 
race this fall. She said that 
GOP candidate Mills Godwin 
was behind but gaining. 

New Jersey National Com-
mitteeman Bernard M. Shan-
ley said Watergate was no fac-
tor hi New Jersey, where a gu-
bernatorial election will be 
held in November. Here, too, 
Shanley assessed the GOP 
candidate as trailing but gain-
ing ground. 

Gordon Luce, state chair-
man in California where Re-
publicans have won five out of 
seven special elections, said 
the economy and the environ-
ment in that order loom as the 
major issues in next year's gu-
bernatorial election. Luce said 
that "Watergate has almost 

1-helped our party" in Califor-
nia in the past six months be-
cause it has encouraged party 
workers to work harder in spe-
cial election races. 

"The economy is going to he 
predominant," he said. "It's 
being determined in Washing-
ton but it will affect Republi-
can candidates in California." 

Minnesota National Commit-
teeman Rudy Boschwitz said 
that Watergate isn't an issue 
hurting Republicans but that 
corporate contributions to the 
GOP could prove a liability. 

"A much larger problem 
than Watergate is the continu- 


