
The Inner Nixoh, Weighs Watergate 
"But I have found fat leaders are 

subject to all the human frailities: they 
lose their terapeit, become depressed, 
experience the other symptoms of ten-
sion. Sometimes even strong ?Uri will 

• 

By  Lou 
Nixon in  "Six Cris/3.V" 

Okl  By Lou Cannon 
Washington Post Staff writer 

The frailties of which Richard Nixon 
once wrote have 'been experienced by 
him in full measure in the three weeks 
since he fired Watergate Special Pros-
ecutor Archibald Cox and plunged the 
presidency into what could be Mr. Nix-
on's final crisis. 

We rdo'not'k(1aw. 'wtaether.,he.. 
But thoie who have had the opportu-
nity to obierve Mr.•. Nixon at close 

'; range during this .period say he has 
• been alternately preoecepied and 

table. More tharb once he has reiter7  
' ated his anger about, the "outrageous, 
vicious, distorted. reporting" he com-
plained about in his Oct. 26 news con-
ference. 

On one occasion he rebuked an aide 
wholad allowed reporters to watch a 
presidential helicopter arrive on the 
White House lawn. Pn another he criti-
cized both the media and Senate Dem-
ocrats and declared: 

"We're not going to turn the govern- 

meat over to those who have been out 
to get us all along." 	 , - 

It has always been characteristic 
Mr. Nixon that he prefers 4,„,. 
counsel in time of crisis. Be re..,. 
Middle East war demanded h' ' ult, 
tention, Mr. Nixon secluded 	self in 
the Oval Office or in his hideaviay-4-1 
fice in the next door Executive. 9ffice 
Building. Sometimes he talked with 
chief of staff Alexander M. Haig Jr., 
with Press Secretary Ronald L. Ziegler 
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or with his longtime personal secre-
tary, Rose Mary Woods. More often he 
worked and reflected alone. 

This latest period of seclusion came 
to an end Nov. 1. With pressures for 
his resignation mounting and with the 
Middle East crisis seemingly in hand, 
Mr. Nixon left the White House and 
flew to Key Biscayne for a private din-
ner with his closest friend, Charles G. 
(Bebe) Rebozo. 
Press Left Behind ) 

It was the first time in the Nixon' 
presidency that he had flown to Key 
Biscayne without giving White House 
reporters-an opportunity to accompany 
him, but the trip was not a sudden de-
cision. Instead, say White House aides, 
the trip was planned the previous clay 
and Mr. Nixon purposefully left be-
hind the press and even such trusted 
aides as Ziegler. 

This account was confirmed by a 
Florida businessman who knows both 
Mr. Nixon and Rebozo and who says 
that Rebozo was expecting his arrival 
on Nov. 1. 

According to the businessman, the 
President discussed the possibility of 
his resignation with Rebozo, who al-
ready had been quoted in the Miami 
Herald of that morning as saying that 
Mr. Nixon would never resign. The 
next day Deputy Press Secretary Ger-
ald L. Warren reiterated in even 
stronger terms that Mr. Nixon had no 

intention of quitting. 
A White House aide in a position to • 

know says that Mr. Nixon decided over 
the weekend in Key Biscayne that he 
must also make "a final attempt to set 
the record straight." Another aide says 
that this record-straightening attempt 
will include explanations of almost ev-
ery scandal or purported scandal that 
has touched the White House. 

These include statements about Mr. 
Nixon's tax writeoff for his vice presi- 
dential papers, the $100,000 contrib-
ution given by Howard Hughes to Re-
bozo and subsequently returned, the , 
allegation that the administration 
raised milk price supports in ex- 
changes for campaign contributions 
and a "complete explanation" of the 
Watergate tapes. 

If it is characteristic that Mr. Nix-
on's decision to speak out about the ac- 
cusations against him was preceded by 
a period of seelusiort, it is equally char- 
acteristic that he arrived at this deci- 
sion in the presence of Rebozo and 
"multi-millionaire industrialist Robert 
Abplanalp. 

"Nixon listens to Rebozo and Ab-
planalp and they don't know anything 
about politics," says a politician who 
knows both the president and Rebozo. 

This politician says that experience 
has demonstrated that it is best in po- 
litics to get a "lot of input" and that 
Mr. Nixon makes the "mistake" of get-
ting very little. 



DEMONSTRATIONS—About 75 persons, most youthful, 
attended a rally to criticize the news media and support 
President Nixon yesterday in front of the White House. 

By Margaret Thomas—The Washington Poet 

Nearby, a rally by the National Socialist White People's 
Party to criticize tile United States policy toward the 
Middle East attracted about 17 persons, park police said. 

Haig and Ziegler now see almost as 
much of Mr, Nixon as H.R. Haldeman 
and John Ehrlichman once did but 
there is no suggestion that either of 
them is as influential. 

"Haig is consulted on foreign policy 
and respected, partly because of his 
long association with Henry 
(Kissinger), and the President likes 
Ron and values what he say4 about the 
press," says one White . House aide. 
"But both of them together and every-
body else in the place don't exercise 
the influence of a Haldeman." 

Another aide points 'out that Mr. 
Nixon has always had the ability to 
"compartmentalize" problems. This 
aide says that Mr. Nixon has discussed 
legal problems with his lawyers, White 
House administration and foreign pal-
icy with Haig and politics and press 
policy with Ziegler and Bryce Harlow 
but he has rarely, if ever, held any co-
ordinated policy discussion with any of 
these men. 

He has used cabinet meetings and  

sessidas with congressional leaders to 
discuss pressing issues such as the  
Middle East war and the energy crisis 
but he has not unburdened himself on 
Watergate issues. 	 / 

Onetime White House staffer Rich-
ard J. Whalen mar' this point two 
yeariago in his book .'Catch the Fall-
ing Flag" when he wrote that Mr. 
Nixon retreats "into impenetrable si-
lence and seclusion" and added that 
"none of us could say with confidence 
what, if anything, Nixon felt passion-
ately about." 

Mr. Nixon has on occasion cele-
brated his own quality of introversion. 

At a rare social gathering with 
White House reporters on the last day 
'of his administration's second year the 
President volunteered that it is "a lot 

- of nonsense t at the presidency is the 
loneliest job 	the world." Mr. Nixon 
said on this occasion that he is not iso-
lated, that he knows what's going on 
and that he "can't be hoodwinked." 

Now, with his popularity at its low-
est ebb, Mr. Nixon has in effect, been  

driven into explaining to the Ameri-
dark public just how it was he was 
"hoodwinked" on Watergate by top 
aides in his own. administration. While 
the exact form of the rebuttal he will 
make is still not firmly decided, it ap- 
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parently will include a new series of 
television speeches, statements and 
press conferences by the President and 
perhaps some "white papers" on vari-
ous Issues. 

But Mr. Nixon's greatest difficulty 
as President, even when he was at the 
height of his popularity in the polls, 
has been in arousing public emotions 
in his behalf. 

"I think Nixon knows a lot about 
government—about where power lies, 

, but I don't think he's ever known how 
to get human emotions moving in his 
favor," says a former congressman 
who served with Mr. Nixon. "I don't 
ever remember Nixon as a fellow who 
could move crowds."- 

The President is known to believe, 
however, that he will, be judged highly 
by history if he can somehow provide 
convincing answers to what he last 
week called the "deplorable Watergate 
matter." 

"If someone will hypothetically take 
Watergate out of 1973—as history will 
do-1973 has been from an administra-
tion standpoint of accomplishment a 
very good year," Ziegler said in an in-
terview. 

Such a hypothesis seems somewhat 
akin to saying that the Titanic had a 
good voyage except for -the iceberg, 
but Zeigler uses it to make a point 
about the administration record. He, 
points to • the withdrawal of troops 
from Vietnam, the recently-ennouriced 
Middle East settlement, the ending of 
the-draft, the beginning of a decrease 
in inflation and food prices and the re-
duction of unemployment. 

It is this record that Zeigler is re-
ferring to when he talks about putting 
Watergate "in perspective." Ziegler 
and other White House spokesmen 
concede that many Americans will re-
tain. doubts about the Watergate affair 
no matter whan the President's expla-
nations may be, but they also insist 
that Mr. Nixon's overall, record will 
eventually be judged mudh more posi-
tively by the American people than it 
is at present. 

These same officials, inclutlinf .  
gler, insist that Mr. Nixon is not.tailci 
ing about quitting and that he can .„ 
ern even if he does .not recover_ 

-.-..--.. 
Ills present low point. -, ' 	....106 

In the long run, the strongest rraati..! 
vation for Mr. Nixon's continuan=1 
office is his belief that he wouigter"' 
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yielding to the judgment ofo:..ZiCs  :T1 
"adversaries"—the present . ligage 
House word for what used to be eafed 
"enemies"—in stepping down. MIS :e 
lief does not appear to have beef al- 
tered by the fact that many of Mr;Nik- 1 
tan's former supporters - are an:141v 
those who have called for resignation.-4-1  

"Having the presidency 'change lye !I 
cause of these forces against hii alits•" 
something he believes should notae 
allowed to happen," says Ziegler.3k 
President in our system cannot-- 
turn over the government to the UP 
sition." . • ,--••:::::Z-

An examination of Mr. NiX011'5 IV? 
ord, however, shows that he -  o fVecis  
proclaims a course of action Alp 
strongly just before abandoning its 

"President Nixon has become a:: 
master at claiming victory while IW,MKP_:.! 
act of surrender," wrote UCLA gotta% ii 
cal Science professor Bernard Brotti*1 
last week in the Los Angeles. Tliarao 
Brodie pointed to the contrast betvlokal-1 
Nixon statements and .subsequen 	.1 
tions when the President- ended: 	.: 
bombing in Vietnam, halted -the igar;i4 
sign into Cambodia:and releaseci4W 
Watergate tapes to Judge John. 441tik;-1 
ica after saying he would not. do sti-'"•''!-:-  • 

A similar point could be made as: • 
a host of adminiStration actions •cliiififit; 
the Nixon first term, including pnst-: 
dential turnarounds on welfare reibiiin: . 
and .desegregatien policies.: :.• ......z.'*".,7- 

"I know I'm concerned iihout::+46,-; 
President's ability to carry:on iii* ,y 
nitely if his pubiie..suP port. d 
rise," said one senior, White Hous4: 
cial recently. "I think it Will riseZ! . 
the President does, too. But • Wt: 

vive." 
know that it's now a struggle. tit 
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