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P

lain
, F

acts A
bout W

atergate 

iiliam
 S

- W
h

ite 

"T
here is m

uch to be said for the P
resident's appeal 

to leave W
atergate to the courts and to get back 

to dealing w
ith less m

elodram
atic problem

s." 

I 
It is tim

e 1
. 	

o 
face som

e realities 
about the W

a ergate scandals. 
P

lain
 fact N

o
. 1

 is th
at P

resid
en

t 
N

ixon still has not satisfied and proba-
b
ly

 is n
ev

er g
o
in

g
 to

 satisfy
 th

e g
reat 

m
ajority of A

m
ericans of the total in-

nocence of his conduct. (T
his is quite 

asid
e fro

m
. th

at m
in

o
rity

 w
h

o
 co

u
ld

 
not be convinced by any am

ount of evi-
dence sw

orn to by a dozen archangels.) 
P

lain
 fact N

o
. 2

 is th
at th

is sam
e 

g
reat m

ajo
rity

 o
f A

m
erican

s is o
p

-
p
o
sed

 b
y
 ab

o
u
t 4

 to
 1

 to
 an

y
 effo

rt to
 

fo
rce th

e P
resid

en
t's resig

n
atio

n
, o

r 
his im

peachm
ent. 

P
lain

 fact N
o

. 3
 is th

at th
e D

em
o

-
cratic C

o
n

g
ress itself is o

v
erw

h
elm

-
in

g
ly

 u
n
w

illin
g
 ev

en
 to

 co
n
tem

p
late 

such steps in the dark anyhow
, public 

opinion quite aside. 
P

lain
 fact N

o
. 4

 is th
at w

h
ile th

e 
v

ario
u

s o
ffen

ses an
d

 g
ro

ssn
esses o

f 

Il

o
rm

er N
ix

o
n
 asso

ciates are ex
ceed

-
n
g
ly

 u
n
p
leasan

t p
r illeg

al o
r b

o
th

, 
h

ey
 d

o
 n

o
t really

 co
rru

p
t th

e w
h
o
le 

o
litical p

ro
cess. N

o
r are th

ey
 to

tally
 

unexam
pled nor unique except proba-

bly in degree and scope. 
N

or do they threaten governm
ent it-

self unless w
e choose to m

ake it so by  

an
 ev

erlastin
g

 b
reast-b

eatin
g

 an
d

 b
y

 
sew

in
g

 o
u

rselv
es in

to
 a n

atio
n

al h
air 

shirt so tight that It m
ay be im

possible 
to

 rem
o

v
e it sh

o
rt o

f lo
sin

g
 o

u
r v

ery
 

skins in the process. 
P

lain
 fact N

o
. 5

 is th
at w

h
ile th

e 
P

resid
en

t h
as ag

ain
 n

o
t an

sw
ered

 
m

any specific questions about W
ater-

gate, he has again proclaim
ed his, ow

n 
lack

 o
f g

u
ilty

 in
v
o
lv

em
en

t, h
as ac-

cep
ted

 th
e u

ltim
ate resp

o
n
sib

ility
 in

 
an

y
 case, an

d
 h

as p
ro

m
ised

 n
o

t to
 let 

it happen again. 
P

ut plain facts' 1 through 5 together 
an

d
 th

ere is m
u

ch
 to

 b
e said

 fo
r th

e 
P

re
sid

e
n
t's a

p
p
e
a
l th

a
t w

e
 le

a
v
e
 

W
atergate to the courts from

 now
 on. 

o
u

t an
d

 g
et b

ack
 to

 d
ealin

g
 w

ith
 a 

w
h
o
le series o

f g
rav

e n
atio

n
al p

ro
b
-

lem
s of a less m

elodram
atic nature: 

I N
o doubt M

r. N
ixon's recom

m
enda-

ltion has its self-serving side; but he.is 

b
y
 n

o
 m

ean
s alo

n
e in

 b
eliev

in
g
 th

at 
the E

rV
in com

m
ittee's S

enate investi-
g
atio

n
 sh

o
u
ld

 n
o
w

 co
m

e to
 el en

d
. 

S
om

e, perhaps even m
ost, of tfie com

-
m

ittee's o
w

n
 m

em
b
ers b

eliev
e th

e 
sam

e th
in

g
. A

n
d

 so
 d

o
 so

m
e o

th
ers 

w
h

o
se id

en
tities m

ig
h

t su
rp

rise th
e 

read
er. ' 	

4 N 
T

h
ere Is, fo

r illu
stratio

n
, th

e b
lack

 
and ultra-liberal- D

em
ocratic C

ongress-
m

an from
 M

iC
higan, 

Z
a
h
n
 

C
onyers, 

w
ho for one of the few

 
Z

ahn  fir lo
t in

e 
expresses a m

ajority rather than a m
i-

nority view
 on C

apitol H
ill. 

"T
h

ey
 (th

e E
rv

in
 co

m
m

ittee) h
av

e 
reached the m

axim
um

 in term
s of edu-

cational value to the nation," says C
on-

y
ers, w

h
o
 co

u
ld

 n
o
t p

o
ssib

ly
 b

e d
e-

scribed as a N
ixon apologist. "W

e've 
been sufficiently shocked, stunned, ter-
ro

rized
 an

d
 an

g
ered

, an
d
 I th

in
k
 it's 

all dow
n hill from

 here." 

Indeed, the w
hole situation com

es to 
this: no genuine force in either public 
or C

ongress is w
illing to seek the P

res-
id

en
t's d

estru
ctio

n
 an

d
 th

is b
ein

g
 th

e 
case there is no point in preparing for 
h

im
 o

n
e o

f th
o

se lin
g

erin
g

 C
h

in
ese 

m
aybe-deaths of a thousand tiny cuts. 

B
y

 an
y

 sen
sib

le m
easu

re h
e m

u
st ei-

th
er b

e let u
p

 to
 g

o
 o

n
 -w

ith
 p

u
b

lic-
w

ork w
hich on the w

hole he has done 
v

ery
 w

ell o
r h

e m
u

st b
e im

p
each

ed
. 

T
he latter alternative being w

holly un-
real, the form

er is the only one left. 
A

s to
 th

e S
en

ate in
v
estig

atio
n
, its 

so
le o

fficial m
an

d
ate is to

 g
ath

er in-
form

ation as to
 an

y
 n

eed
 fo

r leg
isla-

tio
n
 ag

ain
st W

aterg
ates. In

 th
e first 

place it now
 has all the inform

ation it 
needs. In the second place everything 
illegal done in W

atergate is u
n

law
fu

l 
alread

y
. In

 th
e th

ird
 p

lace a Io
t o

f 
W

atergate w
as not illegal, but sim

ply 
n
asty

, an
d
 th

at can
't b

e leg
islated

 
against anyhow

. 
A

s to
 th

e crim
in

al asp
ects, a p

le-
th

o
ra

 o
f g

ra
n
d
 ju

rie
s a

n
d
 a

 w
h
a
le

 
clutch of eager prosecutors, som

e w
ith 

the stars of political am
bition in their 

eyes, are already fully in the field. L
et 

them
 get on w

ith it. 
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