
Suit Seeks to Bar 
Watergate H ings 

1 
The N 

sidencyLtiled suds  in U.S. 
Dis r c COurt here yesterday 
in an attempt to halt public 
hearings by the Senate Water-
gate Committee. 

The group said it was filing 
the suit on behalf of all of the 
citizens of the U.S. because 
the hearings "have deliber-
ately and inequitably dis-
rupted the domestic tranquil-
ity of the U.S. by undermining 
the confidence of citizens 
in the integrity of the adminis-
tration of the Department of 
Justice and the (nation's) judi-
ciary." 

According to papers filed 
with the suit, the hearings are 
often repetitive. Various mem- 
bers of the committee often 
ask the same question of the 
same witness, "often with con- 
siderable attendant theatrics, 
so the cost of 'obtaining in- 
formation through public 
hearings is substantially 
greater than if it were gath- 
ered by staff interviews or in 
closed sessions," the fairness 
group said. 

The group, which is head-
quartered in Rhode Island and 
claims 40,000 members, also 
strongly criticized the commit-
tee's method of operation. 

For example, witnesses are 
allowed to make "statements 
based on hearsay that allege 
criminal sic* by others, but 
the person accused does not 
have a ritht to question the 
witness about such charges, 
the group said. 

The senate hearings are 
scheduled to begin again Sept. 
24. The fairness group asked 
for an expedited hearing on 
its suit. 


